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Feyi Afuape 17 Kai Larkin 
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Bluescene 
Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen, 
welcome to The SALUS Stadium for today’s 

Northern Counties East Premier Division game 
against Beverley Town. We give a warm 
welcome to Beverley’s players, officials and 
supporters and hope they have a safe trip 
home after the game.  

Today’s visitors, Beverley Town, currently sit in 
2nd place on 60 points after 29 games. Bev 
are on an impressive run of 7 consecutive 
league wins and are unbeaten in the 14 league 
games since losing to ourselves at the 

beginning of October. Since the turn of the 
year, Beverley have triumphed 5-1 at home to 
Albion Sports, then nicked a last minute goal 
to win 1-0 at Eccleshill United, before 2 more 
home victories, 6-1 against Wombwell Town 
and, last weekend, 1-0 against Horbury Town. 

The Blues come into today’s game in 10th 
place on 35 points after 28 games. Our last 4 
league games have seen us lose 3 before 
ending that disappointing run with a great win. 
Goals from Will Jenkinson and Tom Alngohuru 

weren’t enough to prevent a 3-2 defeat against 
visitors Penistone Church in front of a big 
crowd, just after Christmas. Then following a 
weather-enforced month-long break, Campion 
were 4-0 winners here at The Wezzie, and we 
were beaten 2-0 at Pickering Town. But last 
Saturday we travelled to 3rd placed 
Handsworth and put in one of the 
performances of the season to win 2-0, 
courtesy of a pair of stunning strikes from Joel 

Spence and Charlie Clegg. 

Our most recent meeting with Beverley Town 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

was our league game in October 2025 at 
Norwood Park. After losing 4-0 there in 
January 2025, and having lost our previous 4 
league games by a combined score of 18-1, 
our hopes weren’t high, but in an almost 
complete reversal of fortunes, The Azzurri 

eased to a 4-1 victory. Tom Alngohuru, 
Destiny Ifeanyi Nnenanua, Lucas Robinson 
and Tyler Sheard were our scorers. Our most 
recent league game with Beverley here at The 
Wezzie was in September 2024. Jack Varley’s 
penalty and further goals from Rob Guilfoyle 
and Jamie Tomlinson put us ahead 3 times but 
each time Bev equalised, the last of these 
coming in the final minute to make it 3-3.  

Expect The Blues to be doing their utmost to 

produce another fine performance and take 3 
more points against very tough opposition. 

In recruitment news, fan favourite Destiny 
Ifeanyi Nnenanua has signed for Bridlington 
Town in the league above ourselves, the 
Northern Premier League East, although we 
retain his NCEL registration. Conversely, 
midfielder Charlie Price and forward Feyi 
Afuape have joined us on loan from Barnsley, 
and midfielder Harry Carmody has also signed 

for The Blues. All 3 made solid debuts in our 
game at Handsworth. We wish them all the 
best whether they are on their way in or out of 
the club. 

Our next game sees The Blues in action here 
at Westfield Lane on Tuesday 24th February 
when Parkgate are our visitors, 7.45pm ko. We 
hope to see you all there. Enjoy the game and 
as always we thank you for your valued and 
continued support.  

#forzafrickley #FFTD  

 

 
Ground Regulations 

 

Everybody that visits the Westfield Lane Stadium on match days must follow club rules and 
regulations. Any club official may ask you to leave the ground if you do any of the following: 

• Enter the ground without paying. 

• Enter the field of play before, during and after a game without permission. 

• Throw anything onto the field of play. 

• Use obscene or abusive language (racial or otherwise), or violence of any nature. 
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Meet The Visitors  
Beverley Town Football Club, nicknamed the 
Beavers, has been in existence since 1902, 
when the club became registered as a 
member of the East Riding County League. 

The first recorded honours for Town, came in 
1905/6 when they won the Senior Cup which is 
the East Riding’s most prestigious cup 
tournament when they beat the Hull Botanic 
Swifts by a 3-0 margin in a game played at 
Hull City’s Anlaby Road Ground. The Beavers 
won the same trophy again in 1912/13 when 
they beat the First Battalion of the East 
Yorkshire Regiment by the same scoreline. 
The club was forced to disband in 1914, upon 
declaration of World War One. The club 

reformed after the war ended and remained in 
sporadic existence until 1939, when football 
was once again suspended following the 
commencement of World War Two. Some 
momentum was finally gained in 1948, after a 
merger with local side Beverley Rangers, 
which saw the team move to its current home 
at the Norwood Recreation Ground. This came 
after former chairman Jack Gittoes, persuaded 
his fellow cricket committee members to allow 

football onto the ground for the first time. 
In 1954, a further merger with Beverley United 
occurred and the club became highly 
competitive on the East Riding County League 
scene for the next two decades. The highlight 
was the team winning three East Riding 
Stanley Wilson Cup Finals - a trophy which 
was named after the local MP - during this era. 
After disagreements with the grounds 
committee, the club left Norwood circa 1970 

and a nomadic existence was to follow, with 
Beverley Town playing at various venues over 
the ensuing years. These included the former 
Victoria Barracks, now a Morrisons 
Supermarket, Hodgsons Recreation Ground, 
Longcroft School, and Orchard Park Playing 
Fields in nearby Hull.   
It was not until 2000, when a Beverley Town 
team was formed from the former Beverley Old 
Grammarians side and became a founder 
member of the Humber Premier League that it 

became established as a presence of note 
once again. The Beavers returned to their 

roots at Norwood and steady progress has 
been made since. The club lifted its first 
Humber Premier title in 2012/13, losing only 
one game in the process. A year later, Town 
won the Northern Counties Senior Cup, as 
they became one of only two East Riding 

County FA sides to have won this trophy its 
40-year history. 
Beverley Town won a second Humber Premier 
title in 2020/21 and the following season the 
club were league runners-up, but gained 
promotion to the NCEL Division One as 
improvements to the Norwood ground meant it 
finally fulfilled league eligibility. This included 
the installation of a 56-seater stand named in 
honour of former player and local school 

teacher Ivan Usher. Beverley Town were the 
best supported side in its debut 2022/3 NCEL 
Division One season. 
A year later on the 11th May, 2024, the club 
was promoted to the NCEL Premier League 
after a thrilling penalty shootout in a playoff 
final against Shirebrook Town, which was 
played in front of a bumper 1500 crowd. This 
came after Beverley Town took 103 points 
during the regular season which saw them 

finish runners-up behind champions Parkgate.  
The 2024/25 season saw a league finish of 
fourth in the NCEL Premier Division, and 
defeat on penalties in the playoff final against 
Hallam. Success soon followed though, with a 
3-2 victory in the NCEL League Cup final 
against Knaresborough Town at Scunthorpe 
United 
Over the years, several players who have 
represented Beverley Town at either junior or 
senior level, have gone on to play in the 

professional game. These include former 
Leeds, Tottenham and England goalkeeper, 
Paul Robinson, as well as former Hull City 
players John Hawley; Ray Clubley, Linton 
Brown, Darren France, and Gavin Kelly. The 
team were also trained for a period in the 
1960s by Hull City players 
John McSeveney and 
Andy Davidson. The latter 
of whom remains Hull 

City’s record appearance 
holder with 579 games for 
the Tigers. 



 

 

Frickley’s History 
Frickley Athletic FC is based in the former coal 
mining village of South Elmsall. Recent research 
has shown that the first South Elmsall football 
team was formed in 1905 but was superseded in 
1908 by the newly formed Frickley Colliery 
Athletic Club and joined the South Yorkshire 
league which comprised of works, church and 
village teams. In 1910, the football club moved to 
the Sheffield Association League and first played 
in the FA Cup. 
The club remained in the Sheffield Association 
League (except for the war years) until 1922, 
finishing runners up in 1911/12, and winners in 
1920/21, our only ever league title.  
In 1922/23 Frickley joined the Yorkshire league 
and after finishing runners up in 1923/24, the club 
were elected into the Midland League, Although 
the club had to apply for re election several times 
pre war (and didn’t play in any league in 1933/34) 
it was kept going by the support of the 
mineworkers and the sale of players. 
1936/37 was Frickley’s worst ever league season 
when the club finished bottom with only 8 points, 
but amazingly reached the FA Cup 1st round 
proper for the first time. 
Post war, Frickley remained in the Midland league 
gaining its best finish, 7th, in 1945/46, but left the 
league on its break up at the end of 1959/60. 
From 1960/61 to 1969/70, Frickley Colliery played 
in the Cheshire County League, However, 
financial considerations led the club to join the 
Midland Counties League for 1970/71. They 
finished runners up in 1972/73, and were 
eventually elected into the NPL for the 1976/77 
season as Frickley Athletic. 
After finishing 3rd in 1979/80, the club was 
promoted into the Alliance Premier League, now 
the National League. Here they remained for 7 
years, the most successful in the club’s history, 
and in 1985/86 reached the FA Cup 3rd round 
proper, after beating a Football League club, 
Hartlepool Utd, only to lose 3-1 at home to 
Rotherham Utd. The club also finished as Gola 
League runners up. The following season saw a 
reversal as we were relegated back to the NPL. 
From 1987/88 to 1991/92 the club consistently  
finished around mid-table in the NPL. but did 
manage to reach the league cup final in 1991/92, 
losing 1-0 to Marine at Maine Road.  
The next few seasons saw Frickley finish in the 
lower reaches of the table. Then, in 2005/06 The 

Blues had their best league season for 20 years, 
finishing 2nd to Blyth Spartans. Unfortunately, the 
Blues lost on penalties in the playoff semi. 
In the following seasons Frickley returned to the 
lower half of the table, but 2015/16 saw the club 
have a great season to finish 7th. 
In 2016/17, most of the players who had brought 
this success were attracted to more affluent 
clubs. The club were relegated from the NPL 
Premier Division after a 30 year stay. 
2017/18 saw the club enter the NPL Division 1 
South, finishing 3rd in the league, scoring a record 
117 goals. Additionally, Jacob Hazel broke the 
club record for individual goals in a season with 
47 strikes. The season ended disappointingly with 
playoff semi final defeat at the hands of Stamford. 
2018/19, in the new NPL East Division, was less 
successful, seeing managerial changes and a 
12th place finish. However, the season had its 
highlights, with victory at highflying Morpeth and a 
10-1 win over Liversedge in the FA Cup. 
More change followed prior to the start of 
2019/20. A further league reorganisation which 
put The Blues into the NPL South East Division 
was accompanied by a new manager. An 
inauspicious start lead to the appointment of 
Dave Frecklington in September 2019.  
Frecks rapidly turned the side’s fortunes around, 
before lockdown ended the season. 2020/21 
ultimately suffered the same fate. 
Frecks built what looked like strong squad for the 
2021/22 season in the newly formed NPL East 
Division. However, things didn’t pan out as 
hoped. Key departures lead to a run of form that 
saw the club relegated to the Northern Counties 
East League for the first time in our history. 
In the summer of 2022, former Blue, Wayne 
Benn, was installed as manager, with ex-Frickley 
goal scoring legend Andy Hayward as his 
assistant. There were occasional highs but Benn 
resigned in early 2023 so Patrick McGuire came 
in to avoid a second successive relegation. 
2023/24 started well, and included an 8-0 win at 
Goole, but ended with the release of McGuire.  
James Baxendale was in the hot seat for the start 
of 2024/25 but left to be replaced by Tom Claisse 
in November 2024 and successfully avoided the 
drop before being relieved of his duties in 
September 2025.  
Club legend Martyn Woolford has 
taken the reigns and he’ll be looking 
to roll back the years and bring 
winning ways back to Westfield Lane. 



 

 

Memory Match 

As usual, we’ve got 2 
memory matches for you, a 
pair of ‘on this day’ games. 
The first match was a 
Midland League game 
against Grantham Town, 
played on Saturday 21st 
February 1959 at London 
Road. In similar fashion to 
the current senior team’s 
first win at Handsworth last 
week, The Old Azzurri 
claimed their first win at 
Grantham in 20 years, and 
then some, as they came 
from a goal down to win 5-1 
with Irish international 
Eddie McMorran scoring a 
brace. Then the second 
game is another Midland 
League game against 
Mansfield Town from 
Saturday 21st February 
1931. In their final season 
before they joined the 
Football League, the Stags 
were were handed a 7-1 
farewell drubbing, here at 
The Wezzie. All 7 were 
scored by Fitzpatrick with 4 
goals and Jackson with the 
other 3. With thanks to JL.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Memory Match (Cont.)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Famous Five – Who Am I?  
 

1. Blues midfielder who scored both goals in our 2-0 NCEL League Cup win and 
whose dad played over 200 games for The Blues. 

2. Ex-Hull City academy forward who has scored 20 league goals in this his second 
season at today’s visitors Beverley Town.  

3. Chelsea’s Portuguese winger who scored a hat trick in his side’s 4-0 win at Hull 
City in the FA Cup 4th round last week. 

4. Norwegian international striker signed by Crystal Palace from Wolves for a club 
record fee of £48million and who scored twice on his debut in a 3-2 loss v Burnley. 

5. Former Croatia and Juventus defender who has recently been named as 
Tottenham Hotspur’s new manager. 

 
Answers on the ‘Awaydays’ page 



 

 

The NLP Column:  
Still kicking it out 
 

By Matt Badcock 
 
Non-league football is the pillar of our 
communities and the true heartbeat of the game – 
there really is so much to be proud of. 
But, whether we like it or not, it is also a giant 
mirror of our society and one that acts with anger 
and little fear of consequence. 
Football brings out the best of us and we 
shouldn’t forget that. The hours and hours of 
dedication people put in, simply for their love of 
their club or just the game itself. 
But, here we are in 2026 and the same old 
problems continues to plague us. Racism, sadly, 
is still very much alive and kicking. 
Over the years, The NLP have 
reported on countless stories of 
abuse levelled at players, officials 
and fellow supporters. 
And once again, we recently 
followed up a statement issued 
by a club in support of one of 
their own. 
It came after Jermaine Francis 
(pictured) posted a screenshot on 
X of the racist abuse he was sent 
on Snapchat after joining Sutton 
United. 
The 23-year-old winger, who 
made the switch from Hartlepool United, said it 
was the second message he’d had received. 
“We regret to report that we have been made 
aware of racist abuse directed towards Jermaine 
Francis on social media,” Sutton said. 
“Following the completion of his transfer from 
Hartlepool United to Sutton United yesterday 
afternoon, Jermaine received a message on his 
Snapchat account that included racial abuse. 
“As a club we condemn racism and discrimination 
in all forms, in the strongest possible manner. 
This behaviour has no place in football, or in 
society, and we are angered that Jermaine has 
been subjected to such disgusting abuse. 
“We can’t wait to welcome Jermaine to the VBS 
Community Stadium and we know our superb 
supporters will be fully behind him, as well as the 
whole team, as they have been all the season. 

“We stand with Jermaine and all victims of online 
discriminatory abuse. 
Kick It Out campaigns to make sure football is 
welcoming to everyone and are here to put an 
end to every form of discrimination. There is no 
place for racism in football, or anywhere.” 
At the same time, we were also contacted by a 
Hereford supporter who was left shaken by a 
chant from his fellow supporters when they took 
on Merthyr Town in National League North. 
Karan Rai has supported the Bulls for 21 years, 
chairs the London Bulls Supporters’ Club and, 
after agonising over whether to do so, penned an 
open letter on Substack of how he felt that 
December afternoon and the impact it had. 
“As an Asian Hereford fan, and as a proud 
Punjabi Sikh, I could not believe that after 21 

years of following the club I love,” 
he said. 
“I witnessed a group of Hereford 
supporters singing “I’d rather be a 
P*ki than a Taff” loudly and 
repeatedly before kickoff at the 
Merthyr game,” he wrote. “A game I 
was really looking forward to was 
totally ruined in seconds. 
“Having a load of people sing that 
chant behind you when you’re one 
of very few ethnic minorities in the 
ground is not a nice experience. 
“What made it even more painful 

was recognising people I know among those 
singing it. Some of the same people who, only 
months earlier against Worksop, would have held 
up a “Give Racism the Red Card” placard. How 
do you make sense of that one?” 
There has to never been a time with less of an 
excuse for not understanding the power of words. 
Hereford should be applauded for their statement 
on the matter, which is now a police investigation. 
Rai wants his story to become a positive too. 
“It has been met with an outpouring of support 
and I ultimately want the letter to be an 
educational tool for good,” he said. “I want to turn 
this situation into a positive and for some good to 
come out of it. I want this letter to encourage 
people to stand up to racism in football and to 
stop it’s normalisation and to call it out.” 
It's that attitude that should empower us all to rid 
society of this disease in 2026 and beyond. 



 

 

Match Reports 
Pickering Town 2 Frickley 0 
The Blues were left to rue missed 
opportunities as Pickering Town struck twice to 
claim the points on a frustrating afternoon for 
the Boys in Blue. 
Both sides showed intent from the off. Inside 
the opening 5 minutes the hosts glanced a 
header wide and The Azzurri were nearly in on 

goal when Andrew squared the ball for Robbo 
(pictured), but a slip at the crucial moment saw 
his effort lifted inches over the bar.  
However, it was against the flow when 
Pickering opened the scoring on 10 minutes. 
After a throw in from the left, their new player-
manager was given too 
much room and was 
allowed to hit a 20 yarder 
that found the net. 
Les Bleus responded well. 

Lindley delivered an 
excellent cross in the 18th 
minute and Robbo’s deft 
flick looked destined for the 
corner until the Pickering 
keeper got down quickly to 
push it away. Robbo was again at the heart of 
things just before the half hour, his shot forcing 
another smart save, while the home side 
threatened sporadically from set pieces, a 

corner on 31 minutes causing brief alarm. 
The Blues continued to probe. In the 40th 
minute, Love whipped the ball into the box and 
Woolly attempted an audacious backheel that 
looped over the bar.  
In the closing minutes of the half, Pickering 
headed wide at the other end and had a 
scuffed effort comfortably gathered by Sykes. 
HT 1-0. 
Early in the second period, Sykesy was alert 

again as he smothered a loose ball, and 
moments later Radz glanced Tom A’s free kick 
wide at the other end. 
Radz thought he’d drawn us level on 51 
minutes when he channelled his inner Zidane 
and volleyed past the keeper, only for the 
offside flag to cut celebrations short. 
The Boys in Blue kept going at it. Andrew 

 gambled to run onto a through ball just before 
the hour, but his shot caught a defender’s boot 
and flew over. 
Despite The Blues enjoying their best spell, it 
was Pickering who scored again. A 64th 
minute cross took a wicked, and very 

fortunate, deflection off Gagen’s outstretched 
leg, straight onto a teammate’s head to nod it 
past Sykes for a 2-0 lead, against the run of 
play. 
Down but not out, The Blues continued on the 
offensive. Butch fired over from distance, 
Gagen was denied when his attempt flashed 
wide, and Robbo tested the keeper again with 
a long range effort that was safely held.  
Several changes were made as The Azzurri 

looked for a way back into the game. The 
closest we came arrived 
late on. Collins’s corner on 
88 minutes was poked 
widen a defender, and from 
the second corner the ball 
came back to him, his low 
shot hit the post as the 
keeper flapped at it.  
Deep into stoppage time, 

Cleggy curled a free kick 
towards the bottom corner 
only for the keeper to 

pouch it and seal our fate. FT 2-0. 
Again, we created chances and applied the 
pressure for long periods, but failure to take 
said chances cost us points.  
WEBMASTER MOTM - hard to fault us at the 
back, and no lack of effort elsewhere. 
Standouts included Cody Collins, Lucas 
Robinson and Elliott Andrew. But the Glitterball 

goes jointly to Tom Radley and Harry Gagen. 
They were everywhere, and were commitment 
personified. Ra ra Rad-gen! 
TWITTER MOTM - Tom Radley takes it from 
Cody Collins, Harry Gagen, and Lucas 
Robinson. Thanks to all who voted.  
SPONSORS/VOLUNTEERS MOTM - Tom 
Radley was chosen by Gav  Stevens! Well 
done, Radz! 
158 through the gate, with a considerable 

contingent from the United Federation of 
SESKU. Thank you for travelling all that way to 
support The Blues! 



 

 

Match Reports (Cont.) 
Frickley 0 Liversedge 3 
(NCEL League Cup QF) 
Our League Cup journey came to an end at 
the quarter final stage as Liversedge left The 
Wezzie with a 3-0 win, the scoreline a touch 
harsh on a patched up Blues team who kept 
going to the final whistle in awful conditions. 
The Blues went into the tie stretched to the 
limit. With players cup tied, suspended, 
working and carrying knocks, it was a different 
looking side to the one that faced Pickering at 
the weekend. The reshuffle forced square 

pegs into round holes, with Woolly leading the 
line and Kilner switching sides, 
while at least there was the 
welcome sight of seeing Luis 
AF back in action for the first 
time since mid-November. All 
of this came against the 
backdrop of freezing cold, 
driving rain, a pitch that was 
cutting up, and opposition who 

are currently setting the pace in 
the league naming almost their 
strongest possible XI. 
Lindley had the first effort inside 10 minutes, 
but his shot was blasted straight at the keeper.  
At the other end, Sykesy was soon into the 
action, producing a superb save with his legs 
to deny Liversedge and then following it up 
shortly after by tipping another rasping drive 
over the bar to keep things level. 

That resistance was eventually broken midway 
through the first half. From a 24th minute 
corner, Liversedge’s veteran number 6 was 
allowed enough time and space to bring down 
a low delivery, turn and fire a shot into the 
bottom corner for his 202nd goal for Sedge. 
The Azzurri were still trying to regroup when 
the deficit was doubled. A cross being met by 
a backheel from their number 7 that slipped 
past Sykesy, into the net, in the 31st minute. 
Despite the setback, The Boys in Blue 

continued to try and play. A neat passage 
involving Gadge, Lindley and Robbo ended 
with a corner late in the half, though it came to 
nothing. HT 0-2. 
The restart saw The Blues have a real go at 

shifting the momentum. Lindley sent a rising 
shot inches over, early on, while Sedge hit the 
post from the edge of the box not long after.  
The Azzurri were dealt another blow as Woolly 
went off injured to be replaced by Sheard. 
Defensively, there were still moments to 

admire. El Binno threw himself in to make a 
rock solid block, snuffing out a dangerous 
situation, and Sykesy was again grateful to 
see a Liversedge effort flash harmlessly 
across the face of goal, followed by another 
Sedge chance fluffed wide from a cross. 
The third goal arrived in the 72nd minute, 
Liversedge’s number 9 side footing home to 
effectively end the game as a contest.  

The Azzurri had a golden 

chance to grab a deserved 
consolation when Robbo was 
hauled down in the box. Penalty 
awarded. Sadly, Robbo lifted the 
76th minute spot kick over the 
bar, summing up a frustrating 
night. FT 0-3 
It wasn’t for lack of effort or 
commitment, just a case of too 
many absences, tough 

conditions and decent 
opposition. With all the cups now behind us, 
we can turn our full attention to the league and 
the challenging run of fixtures that lie ahead in 
February and  March. 
WEBMASTER MOTM - plenty of positives, 
considering the disruption to the side. Sykesy 
made a couple of stunning saves. It was good 
to see El Binno and Luis AF back in the 
saddle, and Butch getting in some minutes. 
And Gadge was refined and robust in equal 

measure. But the Glitterball goes jointly to 
Josh Lindley and Lucas Robinson. Lindley 
carried the game to Liversedge and, penalty 
miss aside, Robbo’s quick feet often left 
defenders in his wake. Bellissimo, boys! 
TWITTER MOTM - Josh Lindley takes it from 
Lewis Binns, Will Sykes and Lucas Robinson. 
Thanks to all who voted.  
SPONSORS/VOLUNTEERS MOTM - Will 
Sykes was chosen by William Barber! Well 

done, Sykesy! 
114 through the gate. Thank you for your 
loyalty, cheering on the lads in the league cup! 



 

 

Match Reports (Cont.) 
Handsworth 1 Frickley 2 
It might’ve been Valentine’s Day, but there 
was no love lost as The Blues clinically got 
back to winning ways against 3rd placed 
Handsworth. Our first goal, win and points of 
2026 ended a run of 4 defeats and carried us 
into the top half of the table. 
The hosts threatened inside 2 minutes, 
winning a free kick but sending it wide.  
The Azzurri responded with intent as a loose 
ball dropped kindly for debutant Charlie Price a 
minute later and he stung the keeper’s palms. 

Handsworth fashioned an opening after a slick 
move down the left on 14 minutes but again 
failed to test Sykesy, 
shooting wide again.   
Just after the half hour, 
Robbo teed up Tom A on the 
edge of the box and his 
skimming effort forced the 
keeper into a full length stop.  
There was a flurry of 

incidents in the last 2 
minutes of the half. Sykesy 
did well to punch clear a 
dangerous delivery under 
pressure. Then Handsworth 
were reduced to 10 men when one of their 
number was sin binned. And Price hit a 25 
yarder narrowly wide with the last kick of the 
half. HT 0-0. 
5 minutes into the second period, Spence 

warmed the hearts of all those present. Picking 
the ball up 30 yards out, he hit an unstoppable 
strike that flew as straight as Cupid’s arrow 
into the net. 
From the restart, Sykesy had to be alert to 
keep out a firm angled shot.  
The hosts were restored to 11 men shortly 
after, and thought they had levelled just past 
the hour mark when they bundled home from 
another soft free kick, only for the offside flag 
to spare us. 

A throw led to further danger in the 68th 
minute, finding a Handsworth head that 
needed  Love to nod away off the line.  
Afuape, another debutant, and Cleggy were 
introduced to inject fresh energy up front.  

The decisive second goal arrived on 75 
minutes. Lindley’s corner eventually dropped 
to Robbo, whose measured cross was nodded 
on by Radz. Cleggy lashed the ball in from an 
almost impossible angle to double the lead.. 
Although Handsworth curled a shot well off 

target, The Azzurri looked the more likely to 
score again. Afuape forced an 82nd minute 
save after a nice run, Price reacted quickest to 
pounce on the follow up, but saw his shot 
come back off the upright.  
Afuape and Cleggy combined neatly to set up 
Robbo, only for the keeper to deny him. 
Handsworth’s best chance came late on when 
a looping cross-cum-shot struck the bar and 
then the post. 

5 minutes into stoppage time, The Blues were 
controversially robbed of a 
deserved clean sheet when a 
penalty was awarded for 
handball by Radz. Ex-Blue 
Josh Nodder duly converted to 
make it 2-1. But it was too little, 
too late for the home side as 
the final whistle went. FT 1-2. 
A first ever win for The Azzurri 

at Oliver’s Mount was a result 
to savour. Hopefully, this will 
bolster this squad’s belief as 

we continue our tough run of fixtures. 
WEBMASTER MOTM - a display full of grit 
and quality. Defensive unit were top notch, the 
midfield took the game to the opposition, 
keeping them on the back foot. Charlie Price 
(pictured) and Afuape were fearless on debut. 
And the goals were something else. But it’s 
impossible to narrow the Glitterball winner to 

just one man so it goes to the whole team, The 
Azzurri Collective! Congrats, Comrades! 
TWITTER MOTM - Gagen/Radz/Cody/Love 
takes it from Spence/Price, Tom 
A/Robbo/Lindley and Cleggy/Afuape ;) Thanks 
to all who voted.  
SPONSORS/VOLUNTEERS MOTM - Charlie 
Price was chosen by Joel Clarkson, for a 
superb debut performance! Well done, Chaz! 
167 through the gate, with the Sacred Realms 

of SESKU sending a considerable 
representation. We thank you for braving the 
chill to show the boys some love!! 



 

 

Everywhere We Go 
Pickering 
Pickering’s biggest claim to fame is that of 
sharing its name with the presenter of 70s 
kids show We Are The 
Champions, Ron, viral road 
rager Ronnie, and FA Cup 
winner Nick. And while its 
pleasant enough, situated in 
Heartbeat country, on the edge 
of the North York Moors and a 
short drive from both Whitby 
and Scarbados, Pickering is a 
bloody trek.  
But the sun was shining, 
despite the cold, skies were 
blue (and the moon was high – 
one for @lunar_nonleague – 
see centre pic) and we didn’t need a pitch 
inspection so it was game on. 
The 3 sided Mill Lane has a couple of good 

sized covered stands (main stand – top pic, 
end stand – bottom pic), lots of terrace and 
a warm clubhouse. We’ll have to forgive 
them the prominent cricket paraphernalia on 
the fourth side. 

As for the game, the loss of cult 
hero Destiny Ifeanyi Nnenanua 
to Bridlington Town in the 
previous week was a blow. The 
lad is exhilarating, and often 
exasperating in equal measure 
but he puts defences on the 
back foot. I think we found it 
tough to completely adjust to his 
absence. Weeks of weather 
induced inactivity didn’t help. So 
a 2-0 defeat it was, courtesy of 
a pair of jammy goals ;) 
Anyway, you have to wish the 

Destiny luck, trying at a higher level, and 
Woolly and the boys will adapt.  
Whatever happens, we’ll be there backing 
thems that ARE in the Blue shirt! 



 

 

Blues Squad 25/26 
Joel Spence (Midfielder): Joel 90 was at Armthorpe 
before joining us and he’s been on the books of 
Rotherham United before plenty of experience at 
Belper Town, Ossett United and Wakefield. 
Deservedly won player of the season in 24/25. 
Will Sykes (Goalkeeper): The Holy Goalie is a 
highly rated young stopper who joined us from 
Hallam, against whom he saved a penalty towards 
the end of last season. 
Niall Butchart (Defender/Midfielder/Forward): The 
Butcher is a versatile squad member. He is a former 
youth teamer at Altrincham, then was at Winsford 
United, Swallownest, Armthorpe Welfare and Goole. 
Tom Alngohuru (Midfielder/Forward): The Guru is 
a defender’s nightmare. He joined last season from 
Ossett United. Prior to that he was at the York City 
and i2i academies, and has played almost 80 games 
for Pickering Town. 
Luis Afonso-Ferreira (Midfielder/Forward): The 
Ferrari is a rapid forward who puts teams on the 
back foot. He has plenty experience from time at the 
likes of Retford United, Parkgate and Albion Sports. 
Sam Cable (Forward): The Power is a handful of an 
attacker. Since starting out in our U19s over a 
decade ago, he is now in his 3rd spell with the club 
after spells at Barton Town and Garforth Town. 
Charlie Clegg (Forward): The Power is a local boy 
and a fan favourite, in his third spell with us. Has 
experience with Ponte Colls youth programme, 
Emley, Athersley, Armthorpe and Club Thorne. 
Will Jenkinson (Defender): Jenko is a footballing 
defender who joins us from Parkgate, having started 
out at Rotherham United. 
Sam Kilner (Defender): A NCEL title winner at 
Silsden last season, Killer is a highly proficient 
fullback who has also been at Buxton, Mossley, 
Hemsworth and Knaresborough. 
Lucas Robinson (Midfielder/Forward): A rangey 
winger with an eye for goal,  Cool Hand Lucas 
comes to us from Harrogate Railway but has been at 
Goole and Barton Town too.  
Thomas Radley (Defender): Radz is a big centre 
half who was at Shelley last season and brings 
quality and leadership into our back line. 
Harry Gagen (Defender): Gadge is a Rolls Royce of 
a defender who started out at Barnsley but joined us 
from Ossett United after an initial loan spell.  
Elliot Andrew (Forward): The Prince is a quality 
striker who started out at Doncaster Rovers then 
Nottingham Forest before more recent spells at 
Tadcaster, Beverley and Rossington Main. 
Jack Horobin (Defender): Jack The Lad has 
stepped up from the U18s to make his debut as very 
capable defensive cover. 

Tyler Sheard (Defender/Midfield/Forward): 
VersaTyler is one of our U23s who can do a job 
anywhere on the park, team before self every time.  
Ashton Johnson (Midfielder): AJ is an exciting 
winger from our U18s who recently made his debut, 
getting an assist within 5 minutes of coming on! 
Dylan Sefton (Goalkeeper): Safe-ton is a solid 
young keeper who returns after coming through our 
academy and spending time at Worsbrough Bridge. 
Josh Lindley (Midfielder): J-Force is a midfielder 
signed on dual reg with Ponte Colls. The son of ex-
Blue, Phil, he started at Doncaster Rovers, and has 
been at Ossett, Wombwell Town and Dearne & Dist. 
Bailey Cowsell (Forward): Bails is an goalscorer 
from our U23s. Made his first team debut in 2023/24 
and has played for Athersley Rec and Wombwell 
Main and Dodsworth since then. 
Shayan Keyghobadi (Midfielder): Once at Fulham, 
The Key is quite capable of unlocking a defence. 
Spencer Booth (Goalkeeper): The Barrier joins us 
dual reg with Guiseley. He has also had a spell at 
Leeds UFCA earlier in the season. 
Liam Love (Forward/Midfieder): The Heartbreaker 
is a goalscorer with experience at Pickering Town 
and most recently Selby Town. 
Cody Collins (Defender): The Force is a defender 
with pedigree, his dad was a pro and 2 uncles played 
for the club. Comes to us for a second time this 
season, from Barton Town, after time at Mansfield 
Town, Gainsborough, Rossington and Bottesford. 
Lewis Binns (Defender/Midfielder/Coach): El 
Binno is a rock. This local lad has played for clubs, 
like South Kirkby and Armthorpe. A Frickley legend, 
the Supporters’ Player of the Season in 22/23 is back 
from injury, and is part of the coaching team too. 
Harry Carmody (Midfielder): The Modfather is a 
solid young midfielder who has been at FC Halifax 
Town’s academy, Goole and Glasshoughton. 
Charlie Price (Midfielder): Priceless is an exciting 
prospect on youth loan from Barnsley.  
Oluwayfeyisayomi Afuape (Midfielder/Forward): 
A-Game is an attack-minded player, another on 
youth loan from Barnsley. Has had loan spells at 
Guiseley, Grantham Town and Mickleover. 
Mike Carmody (Assistant Manager): As a player, 
MC Hammer was a top defender for Huddersfield 
and Tranmere in the EFL and for many years at 
Altrincham. Since retirement, he has managed 
Armthorpe Welfare and Goole AFC. 
Martyn Woolford (Midfielder/Forward/ Manager): 
The Woolfman started at The Wezzie in 2005 after 
joining from Glasshoughton. He is a classy attacking 
midfielder who has been in the EFL with the likes of 
York, Scunthorpe, Millwall, Bristol City 
and Sheffield United since then but he’s 
back home for a 3rd spell. Took over as 
player-manager in October 2025. 



 

 

Frickley Player Statistics  
 

Frickley Athletic Apps. & Goal Scoring Record Career         

Up to & Inc. Sat. 14th. Feb. 2026             

  League Cups Total Sub. Grand Gls c/s 

      Starts Apps. Total     

Martyn Woolford 70 15 85 9 94 18   

Joel Spence 61 11 72 2 74 5   

Lewis Binns 49 10 59 15 74 4   

Charlie Clegg 17 3 20 52 72 9   

Niall Butchart 17 5 22 22 44 1   

Tom Alngohuro 30 7 37 6 43 12   

Harry Gagen 34 8 42 0 42     

William Sykes 34 7 41 0 41   9 

Lucas Robinson 26 5 31 2 33 10   

Sam Kilner 22 5 27 2 29     

Tom Radley 19 4 23 3 26 2   

William Jenkinson 22 3 25 0 25 1   

Louis Afonso-Ferreira 11 4 15 4 19 3   

Tyler Sheard 4 2 6 10 16 1   

Cody Collins 8 3 11 2 13 1   

Shayan Keyghobadi 0 1 1 12 13     

Elliott Andrew 3 1 4 8 12 1   

Josh Lindley 8 2 10 1 11 2   

Liam Love 5 0 5 2 7     

Charlie Price 1 0 1 0 1     

Harry Carmody 0 0 0 1 1     

Feyi Afuape 0 0 0 1 1     

 

MOST RECENT PREVIOUS RESULTS ON THIS DAY 21ST FEBRUARY 
 

Year Day H/A Comp. Opponents Result Frickley Scorers  

1976 Sat H  MCL Ashby Institute W 2-0 Senior, Long 

1981 Sat H APL Barrow W 5-0 Smith,D. 2, Gill,B., Gill,M. 2 

1987 Sat H GMVC Barnet L 0-3   

1989 Tue A NPL South Liverpool D 0-0   

1995 Tue H NPL Gainsborough Trinity L 1-2 Wells 

1998 Sat H NPL Colwyn Bay L 1-3 Annan 

2004 Sat A NPL Bradford Park Avenue D 0-0   

2009 Sat A NPL Buxton D 1-1 Clarke 

2017 Tue A NPL Barwell W 2-1 Pugh, Mangham 

2023 Tue A NCELP Silsden W 3-0 Smith, Keita, OG 

 
 



 

 

Macron NCEL Premier Division Table  
 

  As at 19.02.26 P W D L F A GD P 

1 Liversedge 28 21 5 2 64 23 41 68 

2 Beverley Town 29 18 6 5 62 31 31 60 

3 Handsworth 30 16 3 11 52 48 4 51 

4 Campion 29 13 8 8 64 41 23 50 

5 Sheffield 26 14 7 5 66 28 38 49 

6 Barton Town 28 14 6 8 48 35 13 48 

7 Tadcaster Albion 29 14 6 9 49 41 8 48 

8 Pickering Town 28 13 5 10 53 49 4 44 

9 Parkgate 29 10 11 8 48 55 -7 41 

10 Frickley Athletic 28 11 5 12 46 66 -20 35 

11 Penistone Church 30 8 10 12 41 62 -21 34 

12 Thackley 29 9 6 14 32 48 -16 33 

13 Bottesford Town 31 9 6 16 50 68 -18 33 

14 Knaresborough Town 27 8 8 11 50 45 5 32 

15 Eccleshill United 28 9 5 14 29 41 -12 32 

16 Golcar United 27 7 9 11 50 45 5 30 

17 Horbury Town 29 7 7 15 44 51 -7 28 

18 Albion Sports 29 8 4 17 51 75 -24 28 

19 Rossington Main 26 6 6 14 36 44 -8 24 

20 Wombwell Town 26 3 7 16 24 63 -39 16 

 
PREVIOUS GAMES BETWEEN FRICKLEY & BEVERLEY TOWN 

 

Season Date Comp. H/A Result Frickley Scorers 

2024/25 14th Sept 24 NCELP H D 3-3 Varley (p), Guilfoyle, Tomlinson 

  18th Jan 25 NCELP A L 0-4   

2025/26 4th Oct 25 NCELP A W 4-1 Alngohuro, Nnenanua, Robinson, Sheard 

 
ON THIS DAY IN FOOTBALL – 21ST FEBRUARY  

 

1972 - 54,437 turned up at Villa Park to see Third Division Aston Villa win 2-1 in a friendly against Brazilian 
side Santos who had one of the World’s greatest players, Pele, in their lineup. 
 

1995 - Arsenal sacked manager George Graham after a Premier League investigation had found that he had 
taken a £425,000 ‘bung’ from agent Rune Hauge when arranging the transfer of 2 players. 
 

2004 - Charlton were playing Blackburn in the Premier League at The Valley. In the last minute, Blackburn 
keeper Brad Friedel went up for a corner and scored - his only goal in over 600 games he played in England.  
 

2007 - Liverpool won 2-1 in Barcelona to become the first English club to win a Champions League match at 
the Nou Camp. 
 

2009 - In the Conference, a financial crisis forced Weymouth to field a youth team against Rushden & 
Diamonds and they lost 9-0, a record for each of the 2 clubs and the joint biggest ever Conference win. 



 

 

Macron NCEL Division One Table 
 

  As at 19.02.26 P W D L F A GD P 

1 Dearne and District 32 26 2 4 91 28 63 80 

2 Wakefield 32 22 5 5 86 35 51 71 

3 Worsbrough Bridge Athletic 32 22 4 6 80 43 37 70 

4 Harrogate Railway Athletic 29 19 5 5 77 37 40 62 

5 Brigg Town 33 19 5 9 69 49 20 62 

6 Leeds UFCA 29 15 5 9 64 50 14 50 

7 Club Thorne 28 13 9 6 43 30 13 48 

8 Armthorpe Welfare 27 14 5 8 69 54 15 47 

9 Crowle Colts 31 14 4 13 61 62 -1 46 

10 Route One Rovers 28 14 2 12 80 45 35 44 

11 Maltby Main 29 13 3 13 54 59 -5 42 

12 Selby Town 31 12 4 15 52 52 0 40 

13 Goole 33 12 3 18 61 72 -11 39 

14 Louth Town 31 10 7 14 48 57 -9 37 

15 South Leeds 33 10 5 18 54 74 -20 35 

16 Appleby Frodingham 30 11 1 18 50 72 -22 34 

17 Ilkley Town 33 8 9 16 51 71 -20 33 

18 Doncaster City 27 8 7 12 41 53 -12 31 

19 Athersley Recreation 30 7 6 17 37 70 -33 27 

20 Winterton Rangers 31 7 3 21 38 75 -37 24 

21 Nostell Miners Welfare 32 6 6 20 28 76 -48 24 

22 Glasshoughton Welfare 31 2 4 25 32 102 -70 10 

 
 
 



 

  Frickley Athletic Football Club         Macron NCEL Premier 2025-26    
Date Opponents… Res Att Pos 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Sub Sub Sub Sub Sub 

 
 

  
sub 

26.07.25 Albion Sports 2-1 183 3 Sykes Kilner Gagen Butchart Katsere Jenkinson Williams Sheard Afonso F Robinson Alngohuro Cotson Nnenanua       

02.08.25 Brighouse FACEPR 0-1 151  Sykes Kilner Jenkinson Butchart Gagen Collins Afonso F Spence Woolford Sheard Alngohuro Radley Nnenanua       

09.08.25 Barton Town 0-1 301 12 Sykes Kilner Jenkinson Tingle Radley Collins Afonso F Spence Nnenauua Butchart Alngohuro Wilson        

16.08.25 Thackley 1-0 182 5 Sykes Kilner Jenkinson Tingle Radley Collins Woolford Spence Nnenanua Robinson Alngohuro Butchart Afonso F       

19.08.25 Bottesford Town 0-1 212 7 Sykes Kilner Jenkinson Tingle Radley Collins Afonso F Spence Nnenanua Robinson Alngohuro Keyghobadi        

23.08.25 Maghull  FAV1Q 1-5 152  Sykes Kilner Collins Tingle Gagen Jenkinson Afonso F Spence Woolford Robinson Alngohuro Nnenanua Butchart Katsere Sheard     

26.08.25 Tadcaster Alb. 0-3 165 10 Sykes Kilner Jenkinson Tingle Gagen Collins Robinson Spence Nnenanua Woolford Sheard Afonso F Butchart Katsere Keyghobadi     

30.08.25 Penistone Chu. 2-0 232 7 Sykes Kilner Gagen Woolford Radley Jenkinson Afonso F Spence Nnenanua  Robinson Alngohuro Ceesay        

02.09.25 Liversedge 0-0 220 9 Sykes Kilner Gagen Woolford Radley Jenkinson Afonso F Spence Nnenanua  Robinson Sheard Ceesay Keyghobadi       

06.09.25 Parkgate 2-2 150 8 Sykes Kilner Gagen Woolford Radley Jenkinson Afonso F Spence Ceesay  Robinson Alngohuro Nnenanua         

09.09.25 Knaresborough 0-3 205 9 Sykes Kilner Gagen Woolford Radley Collins Afonso F Spence Nnenanua  Robinson Ceesay Garrick Butchart Katsere      

13.09.25 Golcar United 1-6 206 14 Wass  Kilner Gagen Woolford Radley Jenkinson Robinson Spence Ceesay  Butchart Alngohuro Nnenanua  Tingle Collins Garrick     

17.09.25 Campion 0-4 137 14 Sykes Kilner Gagen Woolford Radley Jenkinson Afonso F Spence Ceesay  Robinson Alngohuro Collins Nnenanua Tingle Butchart     

23.09.25 SJR Worksop SC1 1-0 115  Sykes Kilner Gagen Butchart Katsere Collins Garrick Tingle Nnenanua  Spence Alngohuro Sheard Cable Robinson Binns     

27.09.25 Sheffield FC 0-5 416 16 Sykes Kilner Gagen Tingle Collins Katsere Afonso F Butchart Cable  Spence Robinson Nnenanua Alngohuru       

04.10.25 Beverley Town 4-1 333 14 Sykes Kilner Gagen Butchart Jenkinson Katsere Afonso F Spence Nnenanua  Robinson Alngohuro Sheard Woolford Wilson Johnson Horobin    

11.10.25 Handsworth 0-3 308 15 Sykes Kilner Gagen Butchart Jenkinson Katsere Sheard Spence Nnenanua  Robinson Alngohuro Cable Woolford Radley      

14.10.25 Bottesford T LC2 7-6 160  Sykes Horobin Gagen Binns Katsere Radley Alngohuru Spence Cable 3  Robinson Woolford Butchart Nnenanua Sheard Johnson     

18.10.25 Golcar United 0-6 344 15 Sykes Kilner Gagen Butchart Katsere Jenkinson Robinson Spence Cable  Woolford Nnenanua Johnson Cowsell Sheard Binns     

25.10.25 Wombwell Town 2-0 198 15 Sykes Gagen Jenkinson Spence Radley Binns Alngohuru Heselwd Nnenanua  Woolford Robinson Clegg Butchart Keyghobadi Sheard Horobin    

29.10.25 Jubilee Sp.   SC2 3-0 153  Sykes Gagen Jenkinson Spence Katsere Binns Alngohuru Butchart Nnenanua 2  Sheard Keyghobadi Radley Robinson Afonso F Johnson Cowsell    

01.11.25 Rossington Mn. 4-1 234 13 Sykes Gagen Jenkinson Spence Radley Binns Robinson Heselwd Nnenanua  Woolford Alngohuru Afonso F Butchart Clegg Keyghobadi Shear    

08.11.25 Horbury Town 0-0 181 12 Sykes Gagen Jenkinson Spence Radley Binns Afonso F Butchart Nnenanua  Robinson Alngohuru Clegg Andrew Sheard Woolford     

11.11.25 Pickering Town 1-1 154 12 Sykes Gagen Jenkinson Spence Radley Binns Alngohuru Heselwd Nnenanua  Woolford Robinson Clegg Butchart Andrew      

18.11.25 Rossington  SC3 2-2 123  Sykes Horobin Gagen Butchart Radley Binns Alngohuru Heselwd Andrew  Robinson Afonso F Keyghobd Katsere Spence Woolford     

 (Lost 6-7 pens)                       

22.11.25 Knaresborough 0-6 121 14 Baker Gagen Kilner Spence Katsere Binns Alngohuru Heselwd Nnenanua  Woolford Robinson Lindley Clegg Andrew      

25.11.25 Golcar Utd.   LC3 2-0 129  Booth Kilner Woolford Spence Radley Gagen Alngohuru Heselwd Nnenanua  Lindley 2 Robinson Butchart Keghobadi Sheard      

06.12.25 Thackley 7-0 155 14 Sykes Kilner Jenkinson Spence Radley Gagen Alngohuru Woolford Nnenanua  Lindley Robinson 4 Clegg Butchart Andrew Keyghobadi Love    

09.12.25 Albion Sports 4-1 57 12 Booth Kilner Jenkinson Spence Radley Gagen Alngohuru Lindley Nnenanua  Woolford Robinson Clegg Andrew Butchart Keyghobadi     

12.12.25 Bottesford Town 2-1 205 8 Booth Kilner Love Lindley Radley Gagen Alngohuru Woolford Nnenanua  Clegg Robinson Butchart Andrew       

20.12.25 Tadcaster Alb. 1-1 341 10 Booth Kilner Love Lindley Jenkinson Gagen Alngohuru Spence Nnenanua  Andrew Woolford Keyghobd Butchart       

27.12.25 Penistone Chu. 2-3 786 10 Booth Kilner Love Lindley Jenkinson Gagen Alngohuru Spence Nnenanua  Woolford Robinson  Binns Andrew Butchart Keyghobadi     

24.01.26 Campion 0-4 204 13 Sykes Kilner Jenkinson Lindley Radley Gagen Alngohuru Spence Nnenanua  Woolford Robinson Andrew Butchart Love      

31.01.26 Pickering Town 0-2 198 14 Sykes Gagen Love Lindley Radley Collins Alngohuru Spence Andrew  Woolford Robinson Clegg Butchart Keyghobadi Kilner     

03.02.26 Liversedge LCQF 0-3 114  Sykes Gagen Kilner Butchart Radley Binns Afonso F Spence Woolford  Lindley Robinson Sheard Horobin Johnson      

14.02.26 Handsworth 2-1 167 10 Sykes Gagen Love Spence Radley Collins Alngohuru Price Andrew  Lindley Robinson Clegg Afuape Carmody Kilner     

21.02.26 Beverley Town                       

24.02.26 Parkgate                       

28.02.26 Eccleshill Utd.                       

03.03.26 Liversedge                       

07.03.26 Barton Town                       

14.03.26 Eccleshill Utd.                       

21.03.26 Wombwell Town                       

24.04.26 Sheffield FC                       

28.03.26 Rossington Main                       

04.04.26 Horbury Town                       

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        



 

 

Linked to The Lane 
I’m an incorrigible collector of old A&BC, 
Panini, Merlin, Topps, etc. football cards 
and stickers, and it struck me how many of 
the players pictured  had links to Frickley 
Athletic. They might have played for or 
against us at some point, or are related to 
one of The Azzurri past or present. Or the 
connection might be even more tenuous! 
But you can be sure it was the highlight of 
their career ;) 
 
The Blues were cruelly relegated from the 
Gola Alliance League (now called the 
National League) to the Northern Premier 
League in 1986/87. One of the earliest 
ex-EFL men that we faced at The Wezzie 
in that league was one Joe Bolton, 
playing for Matlock Town, in October 
1987. He might not have been a 
household name 
but he was a solid, 
respected, 
workaday pro. 
Joseph Bolton was 
born in February 
1955 in Birtley. He 
came through the 
youth ranks at 
Sunderland, 
making his first-
team debut in April 
1972 in a 5-0 win 
against Watford 
and quickly 
establishing himself as a regular in the side, 
predominantly as a left back.  
Joe spent 9 seasons with Sunderland, 
becoming a consistent presence in defence 
and making well over 270 league 
appearances for the club. He was part of 
the team that won the Second Division title 
in 1976, securing promotion to the First 
Division and becoming a firm favourite and 
cult hero with Roker Park fans.  

In 1981, Bolton moved down the coast to 
Middlesbrough for a transfer fee of around 
£200k. Over 2 seasons on Teesside, he 
made close to 60 league appearances and 
scored once, continuing to compete at the 
top levels of the Football League.  
He then left Ayresome Park to join Sheffield 
United in August 1983 on a free transfer, 
brought in by manager Ian Porterfield, a 

former 
Sunderland 
teammate. At 
Bramall Lane, 
Bolton was a 
defensive 
stalwart and 
helped United 
secure 
promotion from 
the Third 
Division in his 
first season.  
However, 
persistent knee 
injuries 
eventually 

curtailed his professional career, 
leading to his release in 1986 after 
over 100 appearances for the club.  
Following his professional playing 
career, Bolton dropped into non-league 
football with Matlock Town, where he 
played in the NPL from 1986 to 1988, 
before retiring from the game and 
taking a job as a lorry driver. Matlock’s 
1-0 defeat at the hands of The Blues is 

believed to have largely been behind his 
decision to jack in the footy. 
Outside of football, Bolton’s name achieved 
a quirky, nay, legendary afterlife in popular 
culture, he was referenced on the back of 
The Housemartins’ single ‘Happy Hour’, 
which claimed the band had “more striking 
power than Lineker, Platini and Joe Bolton 
all rolled together into a great big cuddly 
ball.”  Praise indeed. 
 



 

 

Frickley Athletic Football Club Limited, The SALUS Stadium,  
Westfield Lane, South Elmsall, WF9 2EQ. 

This is also the club’s registered office address. Company Number 4932518 - a company limited by 
guarantee.  

Members of The Toolstation Northern Counties East League. 
Full Members of the Football Association. 

Chairman: Phil Cooper.  Directors: Phil Cooper, Penny Wall, Chris Long. 
Club Secretary: Joel Clarkson. Matchday Secretary: Joel Clarkson. 
Vice Presidents: Jimmy Aisbitt, Brian Bellwood, Paul Baines, Terry McCroakam. 
 

      www.frickleyathletic.co.uk        secretary@frickleyathletic.co.uk          @frickleyafc         01977 642460 

I was  

Awaydays  
 

Next up – Liversedge 

Liversedge Facts: Noted for its part in the woollen 
industry, Liversedge is recorded in the Domesday 
Book as ‘Livresec’. Despite being a town of almost 
20,000 inhabitants, there is only one road sign in 
the entire area directing motorists towards 
Liversedge, situated on the A649 Halifax Road 
from Bailiff Bridge. Liversedge has been home to 
John Fozard who helped to design the first of the 
Harrier Jump jets, and the Burgess brothers, Sam, 
Luke, Tom and George, all of whom played rugby 
league for a variety of clubs in England and 
Australia. 
 

When : Wednesday 3rd March 2026. 

Kick off : 19:45 

Where : Clayborn Ground, Quaker Lane, Liversedge, WF15 8DF. 

How much : Adults £8, Concessions £4, U16s £2, Dogs allowed on a lead. 

 

Ian Clarkson frequently runs a supporters’ bus to the more distant away games provided 
there is enough support to make it worthwhile. Departure is usually from North Elmsall and 
cost varies with distance. Details will be posted on the club’s usual social media channels, or 
you can contact Ian on 07790 569075. Alternatively, if anyone is travelling to an away game 
by car and is willing to offer car share places, or is looking to travel to an away game but 
hasn’t got transport, please email media@frickleyathletic.co.uk with your contact details.  

  
Famous Five - Who Am I? Answers 
 

1. Josh Lindley.  2. McCauley Snelgrove.  3. Pedro Neto.   
4. Jorgensen Strand Larsen.  5. Igor Tudor. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:media@frickleyathletic.co.uk


 

 

Player Sponsors 25/26    
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

WILL SYKES 
Sponsored by 

ANNETSY 

 

 
SAM KILNER 

Sponsored by 

BROGAN MURPHY PHOTOGRAPHY  

 

 

YOUR LOGO COU 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

HARRY GAGEN 
Sponsored by 

 

THE AWARD WINNING MEDIA TEAM 

 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

HARLEY WILSON 
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

TOM RADLEY 
Sponsored by 

RUTH SIMPSON 

 

 
WILL JENKINSON 

Sponsored by 

#TEAMJENKO 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

SHAUN HESELWOOD  

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 
 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

TYLER SHEARD 
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

NIALL BUTCHART 
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 

 

 
JOEL SPENCE  

Sponsored by 

PIXEL PERFECT 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

LUCAS ROBINSON  
Sponsored by 

FRED STANSFIELD 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELLIOT ANDREW 
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 

 
TOM ALNGOHURU  

Sponsored by 

HOWDEN BUILDING SOLUTIONS  
 

Y 
! 

LUIS AFONSO FERREIRA  
Sponsored by 

STEVE PEARCE & HENRY 
 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

DESTINY IFEANYI NNENANUA  
Sponsored by 

FRICKLEY ATHLETIC U14s 
 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

SAM CABLE  
Sponsored by 

TONY CZAJKO 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

CHARLIE CLEGG 
Sponsored by 

FRICKLEY ATHLETIC LADIES 2ND XI 

 
 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

MARTYN WOOLFORD (Manager) 
Sponsored by 

GARETH DANDO & GERRY WRAY 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

LEWIS BINNS (Player/Coach) 

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 
 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

BAILEY LAND (Physio) 

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 
 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

MIKE CARMODY (Asst. Manager) 
Sponsored by 

JACOB LIDDLE 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

SHAYAN KEYGHOBADI 
Sponsored by 

MARK HYDE 

 



 

 

Pitch Square Sponsors  
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Linked to The Lane 
I’m an incorrigible collector of old A&BC, Panini,  

 



 

 

RThe emory Match  
 

 





 

 

IRThe emory Match  
 

 



 

 

 
  

 



 

 

The emory Match  
 

 



 

 

The emory Match  
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