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Spencer Booth 1 Harry Ambler 

Sam Kilner 2 Carlton Pownall 

Liam Love 3 James Young 

Joel Spence 4 Daniel Howes 

Will Jenkinson 5 Ryan Johnson 

Harry Gagen 6 Mackenzie Stocks 

Tom Alngohuro 7 Lennon O’Grady 

Elliott Andrew 8 Edward Newsome 

Destiny Ifeanyi Nnenanua 9 Nathan Keighley 

Josh Lindley 10 Kieran Ryan 

Martyn Woolford 11 Reece High 

   Niall Butchart 12 Robert Ludlam 

Lucas Robinson  14 Jordan Coduri 

Tyler Sheard 15 Luca Defalco 

Tom Radley  16 Leon Hurles-Brook 

Shayan Keyghobadi 17 Sam Hackett 
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Bluescene 
Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen, and 
a merry Christmas to you all. Welcome to 
The SALUS Stadium for today’s Northern 
Counties East Premier Division game 
against Penistone Church. We give a warm 
welcome to Penistone’s players, officials 
and supporters and hope they have a safe 
trip home after the game.  

Today’s match is sponsored by Paul 
Stanley Fenn and the match ball is 
sponsored by Kestrel Sports. We thank 
them for their kind support of the club. 

Today’s visitors, Penistone Church, 
currently sit in 16th place on 25 points after 
24 games. Church’s recent form has seen 
them take a point from a 1-1 draw at home 
to Beverley Town, followed by 2 losses 
away from home, 3-1 at Eccleshill United 
and 4-2 at Rossington Main. Then last 
weekend, Penistone twice let a lead slip to 
draw 2-2 with Horbury Town at home. 

The Blues come into today’s game in 10th 
place on 32 points after 24 games. We are 
currently on a pretty decent run of 1 defeat 
in 10 in the league. Since that single defeat, 
a 6-0 drubbing at Knaresborough Town, a 4 
goal haul by Lucas Robinson alongside 
goals from Tom Alngohuru, Destiny Ifeanyi 
Nnenanua and Elliott Andrew, carried us to 
a 7-0 victory at Thackley, then Tom Radley, 
Martyn Woolford, Lucas Robinson and 
Charlie Clegg got on the scoresheet in our 
4-1 win at Albion Sports. Returning to The 
Wezzie, we edged past Bottesford Town, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

thanks to Lucas Robinson and Tom 
Alngohuru strikes, despite being down to 10 
men for half the game. And last Saturday, it 
was a first half own goal that allowed us to 
grind out a dogged 1-1 draw at Tadcaster 
Albion. 

Our most recent meeting with Penistone 
Church was our league game in August at 
the Memorial Ground. The scoreline, a 2-0 
win for The Azzurri, with goals from Destiny 
and Luis Afonso Ferreira, belied our 
dominance. It also represented a complete 
turnaround from the heavy 7-2 reverse we 
suffered on the last day of the 2024/25 
season at the same venue. Our most recent 
league game with Penistone Church here at 
The Wezzie was in August 2024 and 
resulted in another defeat. Jack Varley’s 
goal and a late own goal we’re not enough 
to prevent us going down 4-2. 

Expect both sides to be going hell for 
leather to take all 3 points, and to run off 
that Crimbo turkey too ;) 

Our next game sees The Blues travel to top 
of the table Liversedge on Saturday 3rd 
January, 3pm kickoff. The Blues are next in 
action here at Westfield Lane on Saturday 
10th January when Parkgate are our 
visitors, 3pm ko. We hope to see you all 
there. 

Enjoy the game and as always we thank 
you for your valued and continued support.  

We would also like to wish all of the Frickley 
and non-league family a happy and 
prosperous New Year. See you in 2026! 

#forzafrickley #FFTD  

 

 Ground Regulations 
 

Everybody that visits the Westfield Lane Stadium on match days must follow club rules and 
regulations. Any club official may ask you to leave the ground if you do any of the following: 

• Enter the ground without paying. 

• Enter the field of play before, during and after a game without permission. 

• Throw anything onto the field of play. 

• Use obscene or abusive language (racial or otherwise), or violence of any nature. 
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Meet The Visitors  
In the early 1900s football in Penistone was being 
played by Penistone Juniors FC. 
In 1906 the Juniors amalgamated with players 
from Penistone Church Choirboys and a new 
team was formed under the name of Penistone 
Church FC. The newly formed club played their 
games on the local park. In 1908 we were the first 
winners of the Sheffield League Cup and, on their 
return from the cup final, the players were met at 
the train station by over 2000 people who carried 
them shoulder high to the then headquarters, The 
Spread Eagle public house. We won this cup 
again in 1938. It was in 1949 that the Hinchliffe 
family donated the present day land to the 
Penistone community in memory of the dead from 
the 
two World Wars. Mr Hinchliffe stipulated that the 
ground must be called the Memorial Ground and 
it could only be used for the local community to 
play sport. For many years the teams played in 
the old Penistone league, winning both the 
league and cup. They then joined the Hatchard 
League which they won and also the County 
Senior league. When these leagues 
amalgamated in 1982, Penistone Church were 
founder members with both their teams being 
accepted into the league and is where our 
reserves play to this day. Our first team played in 
this league until 2014/15 season when they were 
promoted to the Northern Counties East League. 
In our first season we finished a respectable 9th 
and in our second season 5th enabling us into the 
play-off semi final which we narrowly lost to AFC 
Emley. Our third season in the NCEL (2016/17) 
was our most successful ever, as we won 
promotion to the Premier Division by beating AFC 
Emley in the Play-off Semi Final and Grimsby 
Borough in the final. We finished the season off 
by winning the NCEL Cup against Bridlington 
Town in the final at Bramall Lane. 
Our first season at NCEL Premier Division level 
was another successful one including finishing 
7th in the league and reaching the Sheffield & 
Hallamshire Senior Cup final for the first time in 
our history where we were narrowly beaten by 
Shaw Lane. We also had 
our best ever run in the FA Cup reaching the first 
qualifying round where we were knocked out by 
Harrogate Town. 
In our second season in the Premier Division 
(2018/19) yet again we had another successful 

season being top of the league for a time before a 
strong finish from Worksop Town saw them 
crowned champions and us finishing 2nd, our 
highest ever position in our history. For most of 
the 2019/20 season we were in the top 3, only for 
the season to be cut short by the pandemic. We 
exited the FA Cup after a replay in the extra 
preliminary round and despite getting a bye into 
the first round of the FA Vase we fell at that 
stage. Sadly the 2020/21 season was also badly 
affected by the pandemic. We again exited the FA 
Cup in the extra preliminary round narrowly losing 
3-2 at Skelmersdale. In the FA Vase we reached 
the second round where we we lost on penalties 
to Longridge Town. With the league again being 
abandoned, the final standings were decided on a 
ppg average over the past two curtailed seasons. 
We were not high enough to gain promotion. 
In September 2021 long term manager Ian 
Richards left the club to take up a new position 
elsewhere and, after a reshuffle, former first team 
goalkeeper and reserve team manager Stephen 
Lenthall took over with help from another former 
player John Whitehead as assistant. This brought 
about a transformation of the team's fortunes, 
after a poor start they rose from 18th in the table 
to eventually finishing 6th. They went one better 
in 2022/23 with a strong 5th place finish. 
2023/24 saw Lenthall and Whitehead as joint 
managers with club legend Brett Lovell stepping 
up as assistant. Another successful season was 
had, finishing in 6th position, narrowly missing out 
on a playoff place. The team also made it to the 
Sheffield Senior Cup Final losing 5-0 to Worksop 
Town at Hillsborough. 
The 2024/25 season starts with the club again in 
a great position to maintain and potentially 
improve upon their high finishes of the past 3 
seasons. 
In the 2024/25 season there were early exits from 
the FA Cup and FA Vase. And after again 
pushing for the play offs an 8th place finish was 
the outcome. At the season's end, manager 
Stephen Lenthall decided to step down after 
many years playing and managing teams at the 
club, but he stays involved 
on the club committee. 
Suitable presentations were 
made to both at an 
emotional last game. Brett 
Lovell and John Whitehead 
take over the management 
duties for 2025/26. 



 

 

Frickley’s History 
Frickley Athletic FC is based in the former coal 
mining village of South Elmsall. Recent research 
has shown that the first South Elmsall football 
team was formed in 1905 but was superseded in 
1908 by the newly formed Frickley Colliery 
Athletic Club and joined the South Yorkshire 
league which comprised of works, church and 
village teams. In 1910, the football club moved to 
the Sheffield Association League and first played 
in the FA Cup. 
The club remained in the Sheffield Association 
League (except for the war years) until 1922, 
finishing runners up in 1911/12, and winners in 
1920/21, our only ever league title.  
In 1922/23 Frickley joined the Yorkshire league 
and after finishing runners up in 1923/24, the club 
were elected into the Midland League, Although 
the club had to apply for re election several times 
pre war (and didn’t play in any league in 1933/34) 
it was kept going by the support of the 
mineworkers and the sale of players. 
1936/37 was Frickley’s worst ever league season 
when the club finished bottom with only 8 points, 
but amazingly reached the FA Cup 1st round 
proper for the first time. 
Post war, Frickley remained in the Midland league 
gaining its best finish, 7th, in 1945/46, but left the 
league on its break up at the end of 1959/60. 
From 1960/61 to 1969/70, Frickley Colliery played 
in the Cheshire County League, However, 
financial considerations led the club to join the 
Midland Counties League for 1970/71. They 
finished runners up in 1972/73, and were 
eventually elected into the NPL for the 1976/77 
season as Frickley Athletic. 
After finishing 3rd in 1979/80, the club was 
promoted into the Alliance Premier League, now 
the National League. Here they remained for 7 
years, the most successful in the club’s history, 
and in 1985/86 reached the FA Cup 3rd round 
proper, after beating a Football League club, 
Hartlepool Utd, only to lose 3-1 at home to 
Rotherham Utd. The club also finished as Gola 
League runners up. The following season saw a 
reversal as we were relegated back to the NPL. 
From 1987/88 to 1991/92 the club consistently  
finished around mid-table in the NPL. but did 
manage to reach the league cup final in 1991/92, 
losing 1-0 to Marine at Maine Road.  
The next few seasons saw Frickley finish in the 
lower reaches of the table. Then, in 2005/06 The 

Blues had their best league season for 20 years, 
finishing 2nd to Blyth Spartans. Unfortunately, the 
Blues lost on penalties in the playoff semi. 
In the following seasons Frickley returned to the 
lower half of the table, but 2015/16 saw the club 
have a great season to finish 7th. 
In 2016/17, most of the players who had brought 
this success were attracted to more affluent 
clubs. The club were relegated from the NPL 
Premier Division after a 30 year stay. 
2017/18 saw the club enter the NPL Division 1 
South, finishing 3rd in the league, scoring a record 
117 goals. Additionally, Jacob Hazel broke the 
club record for individual goals in a season with 
47 strikes. The season ended disappointingly with 
playoff semi final defeat at the hands of Stamford. 
2018/19, in the new NPL East Division, was less 
successful, seeing managerial changes and a 
12th place finish. However, the season had its 
highlights, with victory at highflying Morpeth and a 
10-1 win over Liversedge in the FA Cup. 
More change followed prior to the start of 
2019/20. A further league reorganisation which 
put The Blues into the NPL South East Division 
was accompanied by a new manager. An 
inauspicious start lead to the appointment of 
Dave Frecklington in September 2019.  
Frecks rapidly turned the side’s fortunes around, 
before lockdown ended the season. 2020/21 
ultimately suffered the same fate. 
Frecks built what looked like strong squad for the 
2021/22 season in the newly formed NPL East 
Division. However, things didn’t pan out as 
hoped. Key departures lead to a run of form that 
saw the club relegated to the Northern Counties 
East League for the first time in our history. 
In the summer of 2022, former Blue, Wayne 
Benn, was installed as manager, with ex-Frickley 
goal scoring legend Andy Hayward as his 
assistant. There were occasional highs but Benn 
resigned in early 2023 so Patrick McGuire came 
in to avoid a second successive relegation. 
2023/24 started well, and included an 8-0 win at 
Goole, but ended with the release of McGuire.  
James Baxendale was in the hot seat for the start 
of 2024/25 but left to be replaced by Tom Claisse 
in November 2024 and successfully avoided the 
drop before being relieved of his duties in 
September 2025.  
Club legend Martyn Woolford has 
taken the reigns and he’ll be looking 
to roll back the years and bring 
winning ways back to Westfield Lane. 



 

 

Memory Match 

As usual, we’ve got 2 memory matches for you. This week we have a pair of almost ‘on this 
day’ games – one from either side of today’s date, both played here at The Wezzie. And in 
homage to our recent 7-up at Thackley, both games saw us rack up 7 goals. The first match 
was against Alfreton Town in the NPL Premier Division, played on Saturday 28th December 
1996. The Blues scored a magnificent 7 goals, with Gary Duffty getting 4 of them, to win 7-2. 
Then the second game is an Alliance Premier League fixture from Monday 26th December 
1983. The Azzurri dished out a drubbing to old rivals Boston United, with a list of legends, 
Russ Wilcox, Paul Wilson, Graham Reed and Barry Gill, getting on the scoresheet. With 
thanks to JL. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Memory Match (Cont.)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Famous Five – Who Am I?  
 

1. Blues defender who joined us from Shelley and opened the scoring in our 4-1 win 
at Albion Sports before Christmas.  

2. Penistone Church defender who made over 20 appearances and scored 2 goals for 
The Blues last season. 

3. England winger who scored twice for Arsenal in their recent 3-0 Champions 
League win at Club Brugge. 

4. Spanish former manager of clubs including Valencia, Sevilla, PSG, Arsenal, 
Villarreal and is currently boss at Aston Villa. 

5. Former Bury, Preston, Portsmouth, Leicester and Derby striker who won the FA 
Cup with Pompey and a single England cap, and now plays for Anstey Nomads. 
 

Answers on the ‘Awaydays’ page 



 

 

NCEL News 
Sheffield led the goal charge in the Macron NCEL 
on the final weekend before Christmas as they 
reached double figures at home to Albion Sports 
on Saturday. 
There were hat-tricks for Harrison Poulter and 
Alexander Hardwick whilst Luke Mangham struck 
twice and Joe West and Nathan Whitehead also 
got on the scoresheet as they thrashed visitors 
Albion Sports 10-2. 
The Lions had taken the lead through Nathan 
Cartman before the floodgates opened in the 
hosts' favour and Samuel Drake added his side's 
second in the last ten minutes. 
Sheffield move up into third spot whilst Sports 
stay in the bottom two and both sides will be 
wishing for points for vastly different reasons as 
we go into the festive period and the New Year. 
Liversedge maintain their eight point lead at the 
summit as they edged past visitors Rossington 
Main, the side just above the relegation zone on 
goal difference. 
Antony Brown gave Sedge a 13th minute 
breakthrough but parity was quickly restored by 
Shaun Tuton before Kelan Swales' strike before 
half-time turned out to be the winner in a 2-1 
victory. 
McCauley Snelgrove scored four as second-
placed Beverley Town won 5-0 at Campion, Jack 
Humphreys with their other goal on a comfortable 
afternoon for the visitors. 
Handsworth who dropped to fourth after their 4-1 
loss to hosts Pickering Town. 
The Pikes are up to ninth as they brought a five-
match losing streak to an end with a Souleymane 
Coulibaly brace and one each for Dominic 
Weston and Maximillian Bauer whilst Fernando 
Tavares found the net for Handsworth. 
Barton Town remain fifth after a 1-1 draw. 
Thomas Waudby put Barton ahead at Thackley 
but Keanen Mannings struck late on to share the 
spoils. 
There were two goals each for Ben Gelder and 
Slater Barkham-Barnes as Knaresborough Town 
claimed a 6-2 win at Bottesford Town whilst 
Hayden Goddard, Harry Day and Alister Haydock 
were the scorers as Parkgate defeated visitors 
Wombwell Town 3-0. 
And, four goals were shared at the Parker 
Roofing Memorial Ground between hosts 
Penistone Church and Horbury Town with 

Samuel Kyeremeh grabbing an injury-time 
equaliser for the away side in a 2-2 draw. 
One game in the Premier Division fell foul to the 
bad weather as Golcar United's home clash with 
Eccleshill United was postponed due to a 
waterlogged pitch. 
In Division One, two matches also suffered the 
same fate with Doncaster City's trip to Club 
Thorne Colliery as well as Athersley Recreation at 
home to Crowle Colts called off. 
And, Winterton Rangers' home game with Brigg 
Town was abandoned after 68 minutes due to fog 
with the scores level at 1-1. 
Dearne & District's ten-point advantage at the 
summit remains intact after late goals from Curtis 
Wilkinson and Adam Baskerville claimed a 2-0 
home win for them over Leeds UFCA. 
Second-placed Harrogate Railway Athletic beat 
visitors Appleby Frodingham 5-0, Harry Lynn 
striking twice in the opening four minutes before 
Alex Ingham, Harris Eggleston and Benjamin 
Parkes kept them firmly on Dearne's trail with five 
games in hand of the leaders. 
Josh Brown got the only goal of the game as 
third-placed Worsbrough Bridge Athletic prevailed 
at South Leeds, one of three matches played on 
Friday night. 
That evening's other two fixtures saw big home 
wins with Michael Dunn's hat-trick helping 
Armthorpe Welfare to a 6-2 victory over Goole 
AFC and Zak Khan made it 45 for the season as 
his three goals went a big way to Route One 
Rovers' 5-1 triumph at Ilkley Town's expense. 
In the remaining Saturday fixtures, Maltby Main 
and Selby Town were winners on their travels 
whilst Louth Town shared the points with visitors 
Wakefield AFC. 
Ashley Flynn struck twice as Main beat 
Glasshoughton Welfare 5-2 with both of the home 
goals coming from Lamin Drammeh. 
Harry Douglas, Charlie Birdsall and Harry 
Clapham all scored in the last ten minutes as 
Selby won 3-0 at Nostell Miners Welfare. 
And, Wakefield 
thought they had 
taken the points as 
Thomas Hinton and 
Jerome Greaves 
netted late on to give 
them a 2-1 lead but 
Louth claimed a draw 
with Harris Dunn's 
injury-time leveller. 



 

 

Match Reports 
Frickley 2 Bottesford Town 1 
The Blues mounted a heroic rearguard action to 
grind out a tense victory over Bottesford Town, 
after being controversially reduced to 10 men for 
the entire second half. 
With less than 2 minutes gone, Destiny whipped a 
low ball across the 6 yard box, only for every Blue 
shirt to miss it by a stud’s length. 
Bottesford replied with a free kick headed over. 
And Kilner’s tackle on 15 minutes averted danger, 
as did Booth’s holding onto a long range effort. 
The Azzurri soon reasserted control. In the 18th 
minute, Robbo set Destiny away, the forward’s 
first attempt smacking off the keeper before he 
rounded him, only to fire into the side netting. 
A minute later Radz was bundled over in the 
area, but the ref waved play on. Not the last 
‘interesting’ piece of officiating that we’d see. 
Booth had to punch clear a cross on 24 minutes, 
and the loose ball was driven wide. And 
Bottesford tried their luck from distance but it flew 
well wide. 
From then on, it was one way traffic towards the 
visitors’ goal. Robbo burst into the box and 
squared for Destiny, whose shot cannoned off the 
upright. Just past the half hour mark, Destiny 
returned the favour, threading a pass through to 
Robbo whose wormburner also came back off the 
post. But within half a minute, Robbo controlled a 
pass, turned and hit it from around 20 yards, and 
it arced over the keeper into the net. 
The Azzurri weren’t done. Destiny lashed over 
from a tight angle on 38 minutes, Cleggy forced 
the keeper into a sharp low stop a minute later, 
and moments before the break Destiny flicked on 
a cross for Robbo, who hit the side netting. 
Then came the flashpoint. Deep into added time, 
Cleggy slid into a tackle, taking the ball cleanly 
but upending his opponent. The ref eventually 
deemed it a ‘reckless challenge’ and pulled out a 
red card. It wasn’t. Frickley went into the break a 
goal up but a man down. HT 1-0. 
The Azzurri were playing down the slope after the 
restart but faced an uphill battle with 10 men. 
Bottesford pressed intensely, hemming The Blues 
in. Yet on 54 minutes, the visitors passed back to 
their keeper but Tom Alngohuru charged down 
the clearance, gathered the rebound and slotted 
home to double the advantage. 
However, Bottesford halved the deficit just past 

the hour when a rapid counter attack was going 
nowhere but the forward went looking for contact 
and took a theatrical tumble in the box to win a 
spurious penalty. Duly dispatched. 
Destiny almost restored the breathing space soon 
after when he nicked the ball from a defender and 
shot into the side netting again. 
Bottesford continued to press while The Blues 
continued to defend like demons. Booth was 
rounded on 71 minutes but Love stormed back to 
hack clear. Another chance fizzed wide a minute 
later, and a free kick was headed wide with a little 
over 10 minutes to play. Butch and Andrew 
entered the fray for Woolly and Destiny as legs 
began to tire. 
The closing stages were frantic. As the clock ran 
down, ever more slowly it seemed, a Bottesford 
volley from a corner cleared the bar. And Robbo 
rifled a shot across the face of goal. 
In the 5th minute of stoppage time, Booth was 
beaten by a header but the massed ranks of Blue 
defenders were there to clear it off the line and 
seal a memorable win. FT 2-1. 
The Blues finished the night outnumbered, under 
siege, and running on fumes, but we fight to the 
death and those 3 points were ours.  
WEBMASTER MOTM – that was a performance 
shaped as much by resolve as by quality, as it 
had to be given the circumstances. Every single 
man gave all he had. Booth is proving a superb 
deputy for Sykesy between the sticks. Lindley 
was a tireless runner, as was Cleggy until he was 
grievously wronged. The front 3 of Alngohuru, 
Robinson and Destiny were simply a bloody 
handful who continue to produce the goods. Off 
the bench, Butch broke up play and Andrew 
defended from the front. And we see you, Woolly, 
mastermind and midfield general. However, after 
much internal deliberation, I’m giving the 
Glitterball to The Blue Wall of Sam Kilner, Tom 
Radley, Harry Gagen and Liam Love. Their 
commitment, concentration and discipline was 
second to none. Respect, RaGaLoKi! 
TWITTER MOTM – Harry Gagen takes it from 
Liam Love, Lucas Robinson and Destiny Ifeanyi 
Nnenanua. Tom Radley, Cleggy and  ‘Every 
player’ also polled votes. Thanks to all who voted. 
SPONSORS/VOLUNTEERS MOTM – The whole 
team was chosen by Andy Steele, for putting in 
such a collective shift. Well done, lads! 
205 through the gate. Thank you coming out on a 
Friday night to support The Boys in Blue. You 
were the 12th man (or 11th in the second half)! 



 

 

Match Reports (Cont.) 
Tadcaster Albion 1 Frickley 1 
The Blues came away from Tadcaster with a hard 
earned point after an absorbing contest that saw 
us take a deserved first half lead but then had to 
withstand a sustained onslaught after the break. 
Inside 4 minutes, Tom A picked out Destiny with 
his pass, and he surged into the penalty area, 
only for the keeper to end up sat on the ball.  
At the other end, Booth was called into action, 
producing an outstanding save on 8 minutes to tip 
a fierce Tadcaster drive onto the post. 
Destiny was a constant outlet, showing his 
strength in the 16th minute to outmuscle a 
defender, though a bobble off a difficult surface 
meant that he shinned his shot.  
2 minutes later, it was frustration as Destiny was 
hauled down by the last defender as he was 
about to go clear, but the ref 
waved play on. 
Booth was on the money 
again, pulling off a superb 
20th minute double save, 
while Kilner made a first class 
last ditch tackle, to keep the 
scores level 
Les Bleus nearly went ahead 
soon after when Andrew 
latched onto Woolly’s 
perfectly weighted through 
ball, rounded the keeper, but could only lift his 
effort over the bar from a tight angle. And Tom A 
fired goalwards from distance on 39 minutes, his 
strike getting deflected over the bar.  
The Azzurri made the breakthrough 2 minutes 
later. Andrew slid a clever pass into Destiny, 
whose aggressive run harried the desperate 
defender into poking the ball past his own keeper 
for an own goal. 
The Blues almost doubled the lead before the 
break when Andrew unleashed a powerful shot 
from range that flew inches over the crossbar.  
The home side were at sixes and sevens at this 
point and the half time whistle came as a relief for 
them. HT 0-1. 
The hosts regrouped and the second period 
began with Taddy pushing forward. An early 
chance rolled wide, while Andrew responded with 
a speculative shot of his own that also missed the 
target. Destiny tested the keeper in the 54th 
minute, stinging his palms with a well hit shot. 
Jenko produced a crucial, goal-saving tackle on 

62 minutes, and shortly after, Kilner read the 
danger superbly to cut off a threatening attack. 
However, Taddy’s relentless pressure eventually 
told. From a 66th minute corner, the ball 
ricocheted around the box before Taddy volleyed 
home from close range to square matters. 
Tadcaster had the momentum and nearly took the 
lead 3 minutes on, braking clear only for Booth to 
spread himself brilliantly and stopped the ball with 
his outstretched leg to deny them.  
Defensively, The Blues stood firm. Fresh legs 
were introduced, Shayan and Butch for Andrew 
and Woolly, as we looked to stay in the game. 
The home side continued to probe, with further 
shots drifting wide and a dangerous low cross 
flashed across the face of goal on 81 minutes, 
evading everyone.  
With 5 minutes to play, Taddy looked certain to 
score, but Booth and Love combined to force the 
forward to scuff the ball wide.  

The Azzurri dug deep to 
negotiate the final minutes of 
normal time, plus another 5 of 
time added on, to claim a 
share of the points. FT 1-1. 
Given the second half 
pressure we were under and 
the defensive resilience 
required to come away with a 
result, it felt like a point won 
rather than two lost, despite 
having taken the lead.  

WEBMASTER MOTM - that performance was all 
about hard work and an iron-willed refusal to be 
beaten. Harry Gaggio, Killer, Jenko and the 
Lovetrain were stellar. Smoking’ Joel, Linfinity, 
the Guru and the Woolfman were ceaseless. Ells 
Bells defended from the front and the big dog, 
Destiny, was an absolute handful. But the 
Glitterball goes to Spencer Booth. The Barrier 
kept us in it with several top drawer saves. 
Bootiful, Boothy! 
TWITTER MOTM - Harry Gagen (pictured in the 
tackle) takes it from Spencer Booth, Joel Spence 
and Sam Kilner. Elliott Andrew also polled votes. 
Thanks to all who voted.  
SPONSORS/VOLUNTEERS MOTM - Harry 
Gagen and Joel Spence were chosen by Tom 
Radley. Well done, lads! 
341 through the gate, with 60-odd from The Azure 
Protectorate of SESKU. Thank you for foregoing 
the delights of Crimbo shopping to follow The 
Blues. You’re all on Santa’s nice list! 



 

 

Everywhere We Go 
Tadcaster 
I usually enjoy a trip to Tadcaster, if only coz it’s 
the closest NCEL club to my house so it’s an 
easy one. And we do at least have a history of 
getting the odd result or 2 there. 
It was a murky midwinter day and the rain had 
been awful all week. And Ings Lane has a 
reputation for getting 
flooded on a regular 
basis, due to the close 
proximity of the River 
Wharfe, which 
famously washed away 
the nearby bridge after 
Storm Eva in 2015. 
Unsurprisingly, the 
pitch, as good as it is 
(Leeds United U18s, U23s and Ladies have 
called it home in the past), has a tendency to hold 
water like a sponge. So fair play to Taddy for 
getting the game on, even if it was a little soft 
underfoot and did cut up a wee bit. 

Otherwise, there’s new-looking mural (see below) 
around the perimeter wall at Ings Lane. Said 
ground is nestled between the aforementioned 
river and a couple of breweries. They ain’t called 
the Brewers for nowt. As you’d expect, they do an 
alright pint in the clubhouse. Clubhouse and 
breweries pictured above, and the main stand is 
pictured centre. 
My drive to Taddy Albion had taken me across an 
atmospherically mist cloaked Towton Moor. In 

1461, Towton Moor was 
site of the bloodiest 
battle of the Wars of the 
Roses, and the eventual 
victory for the House of 
York’s forces effectively 
secured Edward IV’s 
claim to the throne. I bet 
it still wasn’t as much of 
a fight as The Blues’ put 

up in the second half at Taddy! 
We were missing a couple of big guns, and Tad 
had recruited a few in response to a run of iffy 
form. But after being under the cosh for much of 
the game, we dug in and came away with a gritty 
away point. I’ll take that all day long. 



 

 

Linked to The Lane 
I’m an incorrigible collector of old A&BC, Panini, 
Merlin, Topps, etc. football cards and stickers, 
and it struck me how many of the players pictured  
had links to Frickley 
Athletic. They might 
have played for or 
against us at some 
point, or are related 
to one of The Azzurri 
past or present. Or 
the connection might 
be even more 
tenuous! But you can 
be sure it was the 
highlight of their 
career ;) 
 
It’s Christmas so 
here’s a Christmassy 
robin - Robin van der 
Laan. As manager of 
Kidsgrove, he faced The Blues several times 
in the Northern Premier League. 
RvdL was born in 1968 in Schiedam in the 
Netherlands.  He began his senior playing 
career in 1987 with Dutch side SVV 
(Schiedamse Voetbal Vereniging), where he 
made 59 league appearances and scored 13 
goals. In 1990 he moved to FC Wageningen, 
adding 27 appearances and 3 goals 
in the Dutch second 
tier.  
In February 1991 he 
made the leap to 
English football, 
signing for Port Vale 
for a fee of 
£80k.  Originally 
brought in as a striker, 
his manager, John 
Rudge, soon 
recognised that van 
der Laan’s real 
strengths lay deeper, 
converting him into a 
box-to-box midfielder.  
At Port Vale, van der 
Laan quickly endeared himself to the fans with his 
relentless energy, tough tackling, and eye for 
goal.During his 4 seasons at Vale Park he played 
a key part in the club’s success, helping them win 

the Football League Trophy in 1993 and earning 
promotion out of the Second Division in 
1993/94. In total for Vale he made over 200 
appearances, scoring almost 30 goals.  
His performances attracted interest, and in the 

summer of 1995 he was sold to Derby 
County for £475k.  
At Derby he was immediately appointed 
captain by manager Jim Smith. Perhaps the 
most memorable moment of his time at 
Derby came in April 1996, when he scored 
the goal that secured promotion to the top 
flight for the club 
Van der Laan’s stint at Derby was also 
interspersed with a short loan spell at 
Wolverhampton Wanderers in late 1996, 
where he made 7 appearances.  However 
injuries began to affect his playing time, and 

by 1998 he moved on 
to Barnsley for a fee 
of £325k.  
At Barnsley he 
continued to play until 
recurring knee 
problems forced him 
to retire in 2001, aged 
32. 
After hanging up his 
boots, van der Laan 
didn’t leave football. 
He moved into 
coaching and youth 
development, 
spending time in 
Canada running his 
own soccer school 

(the RVdL Soccer School and Academy) 
and working as a senior coach with 
Manchester United Soccer Schools.  
In February 2018 he took on the role of 
manager at Newcastle Town, a position he 
held until the summer of 2023, when he 
stepped down. During his reign, his son 
Tommy also played for the the Grove. 
After leaving the manager’s role, he 
remained involved at the club as a 
director. 
Our meetings with van der Laan’s 
Kidsgrove side were rarely anything other 

than epic battles with no quarter asked nor given. 
Jacob Hazel’s hat trick in our feisty 3-1 win at 
Kidsgrove in October 2019, our last league hat 
trick, remains a personal favourite. Happy days. 



 

 

Blues Squad 25/26 
Joel Spence (Midfielder): Joel 90 was at Armthorpe 
before joining us and he’s been on the books of 
Rotherham United before plenty of experience at 
Belper Town, Ossett United and Wakefield. 
Deservedly won player of the season in 24/25. 
Will Sykes (Goalkeeper): The Holy Goalie is a 
highly rated young stopper who joined us from 
Hallam, against whom he saved a penalty towards 
the end of last season. 
Niall Butchart (Defender/Midfielder/Forward): The 
Butcher is a versatile squad member. He is a former 
youth teamer at Altrincham, then was at Winsford 
United, Swallownest, Armthorpe Welfare and Goole. 
Tom Alngohuru (Midfielder/Forward): The Guru is 
a defender’s nightmare. He joined last season from 
Ossett United. Prior to that he was at the York City 
and i2i academies, and has played almost 80 games 
for Pickering Town. 
Luis Afonso-Ferreira (Midfielder/Forward): The 
Ferrari is a rapid forward who puts teams on the 
back foot. He has plenty experience from time at the 
likes of Retford United, Parkgate and Albion Sports. 
Sam Cable (Forward): The Power is a handful of an 
attacker. Since starting out in our U19s over a 
decade ago, he is now in his 3rd spell with the club 
after spells at Barton Town, Garforth Town and 
others. 
Charlie Clegg (Forward): The Power is a local boy 
and a fan favourite, in his third spell with us. Has 
experience with Ponte Colls youth programme, 
Emley, Athersley, Armthorpe and Club Thorne. 
Will Jenkinson (Defender): Jenko is a footballing 
defender who joins us from Parkgate, having started 
out at Rotherham United. 
Sam Kilner (Defender): A NCEL title winner at 
Silsden last season, Killer is a highly proficient 
fullback who has also been at Buxton, Mossley, 
Hemsworth and Knaresborough. 
Ifeanyi Nnenanua (Forward): Goes by the name of 
Destiny, he’s a committed young striker who is 
always in the thick of it. He’s been at the i2i academy 
and has previously played for Pickering Town.  
Lucas Robinson (Midfielder/Forward): A rangey 
winger with an eye for goal,  Cool Hand Lucas 
comes to us from Harrogate Railway but has been at 
Goole and Barton Town too. 
Tyler Sheard (Defender/Midfield/Forward): 
VersaTyler is another who can do a job anywhere on 
the park, team before self every time. And he’s 
another of our U23s stepping up for 1st team duties. 
Harley Wilson (Midfielder): With time at Penistone 
Church, Rossington Main, Wombwell Town and 
Dinnington Town, Hells Angel is an experienced 
midfielder at this level. 

Thomas Radley (Defender): Radz is a big centre 
half who was at Shelley last season and brings 
quality and leadership into our back line. 
Harry Gagen (Defender): Gadge is a Rolls Royce of 
a defender who started out at Barnsley but joined us 
from Ossett United after an initial loan spell.  
Jack Horobin (Defender): Jack The Lad has 
stepped up from the U18s to make his debut as very 
capable defensive cover. 
Ashton Johnson (Midfielder): AJ is an exciting 
winger from our U18s who recently made his debut, 
getting an assist within 5 minutes of coming on! 
Dylan Sefton (Goalkeeper): Safe-ton is a solid 
young keeper who returns after coming through our 
academy and spending time at Worsbrough Bridge. 
Josh Lindley (Midfielder): J-Force is a midfielder 
signed on dual reg with Ponte Colls. The son of ex-
Blue, Phil, he started at Doncaster Rovers, and has 
been at Ossett, Wombwell Town and Dearne & Dist. 
Bailey Cowsell (Forward): Bails is an exciting goals 
scorer from our U23s. Made his first team debut in 
2023/24 and has played for Athersley Rec and 
Wombwell Main since then. 
Shaun Heselwood (Midfielder): Hez of The Wez 
joined us from Selby Town, after spells at 
Hemingbrough United and Goole AFC, to add drive 
in the middle of the park. 
Elliot Andrew (Forward): The Prince is a quality 
striker who started out at Doncaster Rovers then 
Nottingham Forest before more recent spells at 
Tadcaster, Beverley and Rossington Main. 
Spencer Booth (Goalkeeper): The Barrier joins us 
dual reg with Guiseley. He has also had a spell at 
Leeds UFCA earlier in the season. 
Liam Love (Forward/Midfieder): The Heartbreaker 
is a goalscorer with experience at Pickering Town 
and most recently Selby Town. 
Lewis Binns (Defender/Midfielder/Coach): Binno 
is a rock. This local lad has played for local clubs, 
like South Kirkby and Armthorpe. A Frickley legend, 
the Supporters’ Player of the Season in 22/23 is back 
from injury, and is part of the coaching team too. 
Mike Carmody (Assistant Manager): As a player, 
MC Hammer was a top defender for Huddersfield 
and Tranmere in the EFL and for many years at 
Altrincham. Since retirement, he has managed 
Armthorpe Welfare and Goole AFC. 
Martyn Woolford (Midfielder/Forward/ Manager): 
The Woolfman started at The Wezzie in 2005 after 
joining from Glasshoughton Welfare. He is a very 
classy attacking midfielder who has been in the EFL 
with the likes of York City, 
Scunthorpe United, Millwall, 
Bristol City and Sheffield United 
since then but he’s back home 
now for a 3rd spell. Took over as 
player- manager in October 2025. 



 

 

Frickley Player Statistics  
 

Frickley Athletic Apps. & Goal Scoring Record Career         

Up to & Inc. Sat. 20th. Dec. 2025             

  League Cups Total Sub. Grand Gls c/s 

      Starts Apps. Total     

Martyn Woolford 67 14 81 9 90 18   

Lewis Binns 49 9 58 14 72 4   

Charlie Clegg 17 3 20 50 70 8   

Joel Spence 57 10 67 2 69 4   

Niall Butchart 17 4 21 19 40 1   

Tom Alngohuro 26 7 33 6 39 11   

Will Sykes 31 6 37 0 37   9 

Harry Gagen 30 7 37 0 37     

Destiny Ifeanyi Nnenanua 19 3 22 8 30 8   

Lucas Robinson 22 4 26 2 28 10   

Sam Kilner 20 4 24 0 24     

Will Jenkinson 20 3 23 0 23     

Tom Radley 16 3 19 3 22 2   

Tyler Sheard 4 2 6 9 15 1   

Shayan Keyghobadi 0 1 1 10 11     

Elliott Andrew 1 1 2 6 8 1   

Josh Lindley 4 1 5 1 6 2   

Spencer Booth 3 1 4 0 4   1 

Jack Horobin 0 2 2 2 4     

Ashton Johnson 0 0 0 4 4     

Liam Love 2 0 2 1 3     
 

MOST RECENT PREVIOUS RESULT ON THIS DAY 27TH DECEMBER 
 

Year Day H/A Comp. Opponents Result Frickley Scorers 

1971 Mon A  MCL Alfreton Town D 1-1 Himsworth 

1975 Sat A  MCL Ilkeston Town D 3-3 Walker, Senior, Argyle 

1976 Mon A  NPL Goole Town L 0-3   

1977 Tue H  NPL Mossley W 2-0 Lewis, Whiteley 

1980 Sat H APL Northwich Victoria L 0-1   

1982 Mon A APL Boston United L 1-2 Overton 

1997 Sat H NPL Emley W 2-1 O'Donnell, Haran 

1999 Mon H NPL Droylsden L 0-4   

2021 Mon A NPL1E Pontefract Colls L 0-2   

2022 Tue H NECLP Hemsworth MW W 3-0 Smith, Haigh, Keita 

2024 Fri. A NCELP Albion Sports L 0-2   
 

 



 

 

Macron NCEL Premier Division Table 
 

  As at 26.12.25 P W D L F A GD P 

1 Liversedge 22 16 5 1 49 14 35 53 

2 Beverley Town 24 13 6 5 48 29 20 45 

3 Sheffield 23 12 7 4 58 26 32 43 

4 Handsworth 25 13 3 9 44 43 1 42 

5 Barton Town 22 11 6 5 37 25 12 39 

6 Tadcaster Albion 23 11 6 6 40 32 8 39 

7 Campion 24 8 8 8 51 40 11 35 

8 Parkgate 25 8 11 6 38 41 -3 35 

9 Pickering Town 23 9 5 9 44 45 -2 32 

10 Frickley Athletic 24 10 5 9 42 56 -14 32 

11 Knaresborough Town 23 7 8 8 42 36 6 29 

12 Eccleshill United 23 8 5 10 28 33 -5 29 

13 Thackley 24 8 5 11 27 37 -10 29 

14 Bottesford Town 25 8 4 13 35 52 -17 28 

15 Horbury Town 24 6 7 11 36 43 -7 25 

16 Penistone Church 24 6 7 11 29 49 -20 25 

17 Golcar United 23 5 8 10 39 38 1 23 

18 Rossington Main 21 5 6 10 32 34 -2 21 

19 Albion Sports 23 6 3 14 39 62 -23 21 

20 Wombwell Town 21 3 5 13 20 43 -23 14 
 

PREVIOUS GAMES BETWEEN FRICKLEY & PENISTONE CHURCH 
 

Season Date Comp. H/A Result Frickley Scorers 
            

2003/04 Tue 4th Nov 03 SSC1R H  Won 6-0 Blythern 3, Morris,  
          Vickerage, Hatto 

2018/19 Tue 11th Dec 18 SSCQF H  Won 4-2 Hazel 3, Smith C. 

2022/23 Tue 30th Aug 22 NCELP H  Won 4-2 Grist 2, Varley, Bennett 

  Sat 7th Jan 23 NCELP A Lost 2-5 Keita, Johnsen 

2023/24 Sat 7th Oct 23 NCELP A Lost 0-2   

  Tue 19th Mar 24 NCELP H  Lost 1-4 Boocock 

2024/25 Sat 31st Aug 24 NCELP H  Lost 2-4 Varley, OG 

  Sat 5th Apr 25 NCELP A Lost 2-7 Alngohuro 2 

2025/26 Sat 30th Aug 25 NCELP A Won 2-0 Nnenanua. Alfonso Ferreira 
 

ON THIS DAY IN FOOTBALL – 27TH DECEMBER  
 

1931 - Former Wales, Leeds United and Juventus centre forward and centre half John Charles was born in 
Swansea. He scored over 370 goals in 750+ games, and earned 38 caps, netting 15 times, for his country. 
 

1919 - After losing 4 League matches on the trot, Hull City beat Wolves 10-3 in a Division 2 match. 
. 

1980 - Goalkeeper Tony Coton made his debut for Birmingham City against Sunderland. The first time he 
touched the ball for his new club was to save a penalty. 



 

 

Macron NCEL Division One Table 
  As at 26.12.25 P W D L F A GD P 

1 Dearne and District 28 22 2 4 78 22 56 68 

2 Harrogate Railway Athletic 23 18 4 1 64 20 44 58 

3 Worsbrough Bridge Athletic 25 18 4 3 62 33 29 58 

4 Wakefield 26 16 5 5 69 32 37 53 

5 Brigg Town 25 14 4 7 53 40 13 46 

6 Crowle Colts 25 14 4 7 55 47 8 46 

7 Maltby Main 25 13 3 9 52 45 7 42 

8 Armthorpe Welfare 23 12 4 7 62 48 14 40 

9 Leeds UFCA 24 12 4 8 50 42 8 40 

10 Club Thorne 24 10 9 5 35 26 9 39 

11 Goole 26 10 3 13 56 52 4 33 

12 Route One Rovers 22 10 2 10 61 37 24 32 

13 Selby Town 26 9 3 14 40 46 -6 30 

14 Louth Town 26 7 7 12 37 45 -8 28 

15 Ilkley Town 26 7 6 13 43 59 -16 27 

16 Appleby Frodingham 25 8 1 16 36 63 -27 25 

17 Doncaster City 23 6 6 11 31 44 -13 24 

18 South Leeds 25 6 4 15 33 54 -21 22 

19 Athersley Recreation 25 5 5 15 29 61 -32 20 

20 Winterton Rangers 24 6 1 17 30 61 -31 19 

21 Nostell Miners Welfare 26 5 4 17 20 59 -39 19 

22 Glasshoughton Welfare 26 2 3 21 26 86 -60 9 
 



 

  Frickley Athletic Football Club         Macron NCEL Premier 2025-26    
Date Opponents… Res Att Pos 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Sub Sub Sub Sub Sub 

 
 

  
sub 

26.07.25 Albion Sports 2-1 183 3 Sykes Kilner Gagen Butchart Katsere Jenkinson Williams Sheard Afonso F Robinson Alngohuro Cotson Nnenanua       

02.08.25 Brighouse FACEPR 0-1 151  Sykes Kilner Jenkinson Butchart Gagen Collins Afonso F Spence Woolford Sheard Alngohuro Radley Nnenanua       

09.08.25 Barton Town 0-1 301 12 Sykes Kilner Jenkinson Tingle Radley Collins Afonso F Spence Nnenauua Butchart Alngohuro Wilson        

16.08.25 Thackley 1-0 182 5 Sykes Kilner Jenkinson Tingle Radley Collins Woolford Spence Nnenanua Robinson Alngohuro Butchart Afonso F       

19.08.25 Bottesford Town 0-1 212 7 Sykes Kilner Jenkinson Tingle Radley Collins Afonso F Spence Nnenanua Robinson Alngohuro Keyghobadi        

23.08.25 Maghull  FAV1Q 1-5 152  Sykes Kilner Collins Tingle Gagen Jenkinson Afonso F Spence Woolford Robinson Alngohuro Nnenanua Butchart Katsere Sheard     

26.08.25 Tadcaster Alb. 0-3 165 10 Sykes Kilner Jenkinson Tingle Gagen Collins Robinson Spence Nnenanua Woolford Sheard Afonso F Butchart Katsere Keyghobadi     

30.08.25 Penistone Chu. 2-0 232 7 Sykes Kilner Gagen Woolford Radley Jenkinson Afonso F Spence Nnenanua  Robinson Alngohuro Ceesay        

02.09.25 Liversedge 0-0 220 9 Sykes Kilner Gagen Woolford Radley Jenkinson Afonso F Spence Nnenanua  Robinson Sheard Ceesay Keyghobadi       

06.09.25 Parkgate 2-2 150 8 Sykes Kilner Gagen Woolford Radley Jenkinson Afonso F Spence Ceesay  Robinson Alngohuro Nnenanua         

09.09.25 Knaresborough 0-3 205 9 Sykes Kilner Gagen Woolford Radley Collins Afonso F Spence Nnenanua  Robinson Ceesay Garrick Butchart Katsere      

13.09.25 Golcar United 1-6 206 14 Wass  Kilner Gagen Woolford Radley Jenkinson Robinson Spence Ceesay  Butchart Alngohuro Nnenanua  Tingle Collins Garrick     

17.09.25 Campion 0-4 137 14 Sykes Kilner Gagen Woolford Radley Jenkinson Afonso F Spence Ceesay  Robinson Alngohuro Collins Nnenanua Tingle Butchart     

23.09.25 SJR Worksop SC1 1-0 115  Sykes Kilner Gagen Butchart Katsere Collins Garrick Tingle Nnenanua  Spence Alngohuro Sheard Cable Robinson Binns     

27.09.25 Sheffield FC 0-5 416 16 Sykes Kilner Gagen Tingle Collins Katsere Afonso F Butchart Cable  Spence Robinson Nnenanua Alngohuru       

04.10.25 Beverley Town 4-1 333 14 Sykes Kilner Gagen Butchart Jenkinson Katsere Afonso F Spence Nnenanua  Robinson Alngohuro Sheard Woolford Wilson Johnson Horobin    

11.10.25 Handsworth 0-3 308 15 Sykes Kilner Gagen Butchart Jenkinson Katsere Sheard Spence Nnenanua  Robinson Alngohuro Cable Woolford Radley      

14.10.25 Bottesford T LC2 7-6 160  Sykes Horobin Gagen Binns Katsere Radley Alngohuru Spence Cable 3  Robinson Woolford Butchart Nnenanua Sheard Johnson     

18.10.25 Golcar United 0-6 344 15 Sykes Kilner Gagen Butchart Katsere Jenkinson Robinson Spence Cable  Woolford Nnenanua Johnson Cowsell Sheard Binns     

25.10.25 Wombwell Town 2-0 198 15 Sykes Gagen Jenkinson Spence Radley Binns Alngohuru Heselwd Nnenanua  Woolford Robinson Clegg Butchart Keyghobadi Sheard Horobin    

29.10.25 Jubilee Sp.   SC2 3-0 153  Sykes Gagen Jenkinson Spence Katsere Binns Alngohuru Butchart Nnenanua 2  Sheard Keyghobadi Radley Robinson Afonso F Johnson Cowsell    

01.11.25 Rossington Mn. 4-1 234 13 Sykes Gagen Jenkinson Spence Radley Binns Robinson Heselwd Nnenanua  Woolford Alngohuru Afonso F Butchart Clegg Keyghobadi Shear    

08.11.25 Horbury Town 0-0 181 12 Sykes Gagen Jenkinson Spence Radley Binns Afonso F Butchart Nnenanua  Robinson Alngohuru Clegg Andrew Sheard Woolford     

11.11.25 Pickering Town 1-1 154 12 Sykes Gagen Jenkinson Spence Radley Binns Alngohuru Heselwd Nnenanua  Woolford Robinson Clegg Butchart Andrew      

18.11.25 Rossington  SC3 2-2 123  Sykes Horobin Gagen Butchart Radley Binns Alngohuru Heselwd Andrew  Robinson Afonso F Keyghobd Katsere Spence Woolford     

 (Lost 6-7 pens)                       

22.11.25 Knaresborough 0-6 121 14 Baker Gagen Kilner Spence Katsere Binns Alngohuru Heselwd Nnenanua  Woolford Robinson Lindley Clegg Andrew      

25.11.25 Golcar Utd.   LC3 2-0 129  Booth Kilner Woolford Spence Radley Gagen Alngohuru Heselwd Nnenanua  Lindley 2 Robinson Butchart Keghobadi Sheard      

06.12.25 Thackley 7-0 155 14 Sykes Kilner Jenkinson Spence Radley Gagen Alngohuru Woolford Nnenanua  Lindley Robinson 4 Clegg Butchart Andrew Keyghobadi Love    

09.12.25 Albion Sports 4-1 57 12 Booth Kilner Jenkinson Spence Radley Gagen Alngohuru Lindley Nnenanua  Woolford Robinson Clegg Andrew Butchart Keyghobadi     

12.12.25 Bottesford Town 2-1 205 8 Booth Kilner Love Lindley Radley Gagen Alngohuru Woolford Nnenanua  Clegg Robinson Butchart Andrew       

20.12.25 Tadcaster Alb. 1-1 341 10 Booth Kilner Love Lindley Jenkinson Gagen Alngohuru Spence Nnenanua  Andrew Woolford Keyghobd Butchart       

27.12.25 Penistone Chu.                       

03.01.26 Liversedge                       

10.01.26 Parkgate                       

13.01.26 Liversedge LCQF                       

24.01.26 Campion                       

31.01.26 Pickering Town                       

07.02.26 Sheffield FC                       

14.02.26 Handsworth                       

21.02.26 Beverley Town                       

28.02.26 IEccleshill Utd.                       

07.03.26 Barton Town                       

14.03.26 Eccleshill Utd.                       

21.03.26 Wombwell Town                       

28.03.26 Rossington Main                       

04.04.26 Horbury Town                       

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        



 

 

Getting The Boot 
Ever get a new pair of football boots for Crimbo? 
Well, this much-prized footwear has got a bit of 
history. 
The earliest recorded football boots date back to 
1526, when King Henry VIII ordered a pair from 
the royal wardrobe. These were likely sturdy 
hunting boots rather than anything we would 
recognise today. For centuries, players wore 
regular work boots when kicking around a ball, 
often reinforced with steel toe 
caps and hobnails for grip. These 
boots were extremely heavy, not 
built for speed or control, and 
certainly not for comfort. By the 
late 19th century, football was 
becoming increasingly organised, 
and in 1891, the rules were 
changed to allow small leather 
bars or studs on the soles, the first step toward 
modern football boots. 
In the early 1900s, football-specific boots were 
madeentirely from thick leather, up tothe ankles 
for protection. They weighed around half a 
kilogram and, when soaked with rain, could easily 
double in weight. Brands such as Gola, Valsport, 
and Hummel began to emerge, but innovation 
was slow, and boots remained largely the same 
until after the Second World War (top pic). 
It was in the post-war period that real change 
began. South American players led a shift toward 
lighter, low-cut boots that allowed 
for better ball control. 
In 1954, Adi Dassler, founder of 
Adidas, introduced screw-in 
studs that could be changed 
depending on pitch conditions. 
Worn by the West German team 
in a muddy World Cup final that 
year, they gave players an edge in traction - a 
landmark moment in boot history. Adidas 
dominated the market, with 75% of players at the 
1966 World Cup wearing their boots. 
Throughout the 1960s, boots became more 
lightweight and flexible. The 60s also saw a new 
brand, Stylo Matchmakers, enter the market and 
gain prominence over time by signing the likes of 
Bobby Moore, George Best, Pele, Trevor Francis 
and Kevin Keegan to their brand (bottom pic). 
For decades, football boots were black, but in 
1970, white boots made a splash, Alan Ball was a 
keen proponent, and suddenly colour became a 

feature of football fashion. 
By the 1980s, brands like Puma and Diadora had 
entered the scene alongside Adidas, and boots 
were being designed with both performance and 
comfort in mind. Natural leathers, particularly 
kangaroo leather, were used for their softness 
and ability to mould to the foot. And in 1979, 
Adidas launched the Copa Mundial, a boot that 
remains a bestseller to this day. 
In the 1990s, football boot design became a 
marketing battleground. The Adidas Predator, 
developed by former Liverpool footballer Craig 

Johnston and launched in 1994, 
used rubber elements to enhance 
grip and power on the ball. It was 
a revolution in boot design. 
Around the same time, Nike 
entered the market in a big way 
and would soon become a 
dominant force, especially after 
releasing the Mercurial boot in 

1998, famously worn by Ronaldo in the World 
Cup that year. 
The early 2000s brought a wave of innovation. 
Lotto released the first laceless boot in 2006. 
As the 2010s arrived, the focus shifted to 
personalisation and lightweight materials. Players 
began adding names, numbers, flags, and even 
the names of their children to their boots. 
The introduction of blade-style studs, designed to 
maximise grip in multiple directions, created both 
excitement and concern, with some questioning 

their safety. 
During this time, synthetic materials 
began to outpace traditional leather. 
Polyurethane, mesh, and advanced 
plastics allowed for lighter, more 
durable and water resistant boots. 
The 2020s have continued the trend 
of innovation, with technology such 
as the Aerotrak soleplate and 

Carbitex Speedframe, offering explosive energy 
return. Performance- tracking chips, collared fits, 
and sustainable materials have also made their 
way into boot production. The market has come a 
long way. Today, while Nike and Adidas still 
dominate, other brands like Puma, New Balance, 
and Mizuno continue to push boundaries. 
As for the future? It’s wide open. Will we see 
boots that adapt mid-match, light up after goals, 
or display data in real time? Only time will tell 
what Santa will be leaving under the Christmas 
tree in years to come. 
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Members of The Toolstation Northern Counties East League. 
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I was  

Awaydays  
 

Next up – Liversedge 

Liversedge Facts: Noted for its part in the woollen 
industry, Liversedge is recorded in the Domesday 
Book as ‘Livresec’. Despite being a town of almost 
20,000 inhabitants, there is only one road sign in 
the entire area directing motorists towards 
Liversedge, situated on the A649 Halifax Road 
from Bailiff Bridge. Liversedge has been home to 
John Fozard who helped to design the first of the 
Harrier Jump jets, and the Burgess brothers, Sam, 
Luke, Tom and George, all of whom played rugby 
league for a variety of clubs in England and 
Australia. 
 

When : Saturday 3rd January 2026. 

Kick off : 15:00 

Where : Clayborn Ground, Quaker Lane, Liversedge, WF15 8DF. 

How much : Adults £8, Concessions £4, U16s £2, Dogs allowed on a lead. 

 

Ian Clarkson frequently runs a supporters’ bus to the more distant away games provided 
there is enough support to make it worthwhile. Departure is usually from North Elmsall and 
cost varies with distance. Details will be posted on the club’s usual social media channels, or 
you can contact Ian on 07790 569075. Alternatively, if anyone is travelling to an away game 
by car and is willing to offer car share places, or is looking to travel to an away game but 
hasn’t got transport, please email media@frickleyathletic.co.uk with your contact details.  

  
Famous Five - Who Am I? Answers 
 

1. Tom Radley.  2. Jack Cawthorn.  3. Noni Madueke.  4. Unai Emery. 
5. David Nugent. 
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YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

WILL SYKES 
Sponsored by 

ANNETSY 

 

 
SAM KILNER 

Sponsored by 

BROGAN MURPHY PHOTOGRAPHY  

 

 

YOUR LOGO COU 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

HARRY GAGEN 
Sponsored by 

 

THE AWARD WINNING MEDIA TEAM 

 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

HARLEY WILSON 
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

TOM RADLEY 
Sponsored by 

RUTH SIMPSON 

 

 
WILL JENKINSON 

Sponsored by 

#TEAMJENKO 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

SHAUN HESELWOOD  

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 
 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

TYLER SHEARD 
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

NIALL BUTCHART 
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 

 

 
JOEL SPENCE  

Sponsored by 

PIXEL PERFECT 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

LUCAS ROBINSON  
Sponsored by 

FRED STANSFIELD 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELLIOT ANDREW 
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 

 
TOM ALNGOHURU  

Sponsored by 

HOWDEN BUILDING SOLUTIONS  
 

Y 
! 

LUIS AFONSO FERREIRA  
Sponsored by 

STEVE PEARCE & HENRY 
 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

DESTINY IFEANYI NNENANUA  
Sponsored by 

FRICKLEY ATHLETIC U14s 
 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

SAM CABLE  
Sponsored by 

TONY CZAJKO 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

CHARLIE CLEGG 
Sponsored by 

FRICKLEY ATHLETIC LADIES 2ND XI 

 
 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

MARTYN WOOLFORD (Manager) 
Sponsored by 

GARETH DANDO & GERRY WRAY 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

LEWIS BINNS (Player/Coach) 

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 
 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

BAILEY LAND (Physio) 

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 
 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

MIKE CARMODY (Asst. Manager) 
Sponsored by 

JACOB LIDDLE 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

SHAYAN KEYGHOBADI 
Sponsored by 

MARK HYDE 

 



 

 

Pitch Square Sponsors  
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Linked to The Lane 
I’m an incorrigible collector of old A&BC, Panini,  

 



 

 

RThe emory Match  
 

 





 

 

IRThe emory Match  
 

 



 

 

 
  

 



 

 

The emory Match  
 

 



 

 

The emory Match  
 

 



 

 

The emory Match  
 

 



 

 

The emory Match  
 

 



 

 

The emory Match  
 

 




	9d039deacfa90c60a844a0f5622a3e03bdc188737732c88f0d2284a0e9de45b3.pdf
	9d039deacfa90c60a844a0f5622a3e03bdc188737732c88f0d2284a0e9de45b3.pdf

