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Bluescene 
Good evening, ladies and gentlemen, 
welcome to The SALUS Stadium for today’s 
Northern Counties East Premier Division 
game against Bottesford Town. We give a 
warm welcome to Bottesford’s players, 
officials and supporters and hope they have 
a safe trip home after the game.  

Today’s match ball is sponsored by Barry 
Johnson. We thank him for his kind support 
of the club. 

Today’s visitors, Bottesford Town, currently 
sit in 11th place on 28 points after 23 
games. After the disappointment of losing  
3-1 to Barton Town in the North Lincs derby, 
the Poachers have climbed the table with 3 
wins on the trot. A 2-1 triumph at 
Rossington Main was followed by a pair of 
1-0 wins, at Eccleshill United and, last 
weekend, at home to Horbury Town. 

The Blues come into today’s game in 12th 
place on 28 points after 22 games. Our last 
few games have been a bit of a 
rollercoaster. Since we were trounced 6-0 at 
Knaresborough Town, we beat one of our 
bogey teams, Golcar United, 2-0 in the 
NCEL League Cup, thanks to a brace by 
Josh Lindley, before turning around our 
league form at Thackley, last Saturday. A 
remarkable 4 goal haul by Lucas Robinson 
plus goals from Tom Alngohuru, Destiny 
Ifeanyi Nnenanua and Elliott Andrew, 
carried us to a 7-0 victory. Then on 
Tuesday, we travelled to Albion Sports and 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tom Radley, Martyn Woolford, Lucas 
Robinson and Charlie Clegg scored in our 
4-1 win. 

Our most recent meeting with Bottesford 
Town was our NCEL League Cup game in 
October. In one of the most heart stopping 
games ever seen at The Wezzie, we came 
from 5-1 down (ex-Blue Jack McMenemy 
scoring 4 of those for the Poachers) to nick 
it 7-6! Strikes by Tom Radley, Tom 
Alngohuru, Destiny, Martyn Woolford and a 
Sam Cable hat trick sealed a comeback that 
made it onto local radio.  Our most recent 
league game with Bottesford was a rather 
more sedate affair, earlier this season in 
August, when we lost 1-0 at Bottesford’s 
Birch Park.  

Expect both sides to be going all out to 
continue their winning runs and further climb 
the table. 

Our next game sees The Blues travel to 
Tadcaster Albion on Saturday 20th 
December, 3pm kickoff. The Blues are next 
in action here at Westfield Lane on 
Saturday 27th December when Penistone 
Church are our visitors for a Christmas 
cracker, 3pm ko. We hope to see you all 
there. 

Enjoy the game and as always we thank 
you for your valued and continued support.  

We would also like to wish all of the Frickley 
and non-league family a happy and 
peaceful Christmas.  

#forzafrickley #FFTD  

 

 
Ground Regulations 

 

Everybody that visits the Westfield Lane Stadium on match days must follow club rules and 
regulations. Any club official may ask you to leave the ground if you do any of the following: 

• Enter the ground without paying. 

• Enter the field of play before, during and after a game without permission. 

• Throw anything onto the field of play. 

• Use obscene or abusive language (racial or otherwise), or violence of any nature. 
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Meet The Visitors 1 
The club was formed in 1974 and joined the 
Lincolnshire League. In 1977/78 they finished 
bottom of the Premier Division, but were not 
relegated as it was expanded from 14 to 16 clubs. 
However, after finishing second-from-bottom the 
following season, they were relegated to Division 
One. In 1987 the league was reduced to a single 
division, which the club became members of. 
In 1986/87 they won the League Cup, a feat they 
repeated in 1988/89 and 1989/90. The latter 
season also saw them win the league for the first 
time, and they went on to retain the title for the 
next two seasons. They were runners-up in 
1993/94, and in 2000 they joined the Premier 
Division of the Central Midlands League. After 
finishing third in their first season in the division, 
they were promoted to the Supreme Division. 
However, they were relegated back to the 
Premier Division at the end of the 2002/03 
season after finishing bottom of the Supreme 
Division. 
In 2005/06 Bottesford finished third in the Premier 
Division, earning promotion to the Supreme 
Division. The following season saw them crowned 
league champions, resulting in promotion to 
Division One of the Northern Counties East 
League. The club finished a very creditable third 
in 2007/08, their first season in the NCEL. In 
2015/16 they finished third again, qualifying for 
the promotion playoffs. After beating Hallam 2-0 
in the semi finals, they won the final against AFC 
Emley 4-3 on penalties following a 1-1 draw to 
earn promotion to the Premier Division where 
they have played for the last 6 seasons, mainly 
hovering around mid-table. 
The original base was at the Dolphin pub, with the 
football being played at Frederick Gough School 
in Scunthorpe. The Club moved to its current 
Birch Park home in 1983. It currently holds 1,000, 
of which 90 is seated and 300 covered. 
The club has for many years supported the local 
Scunthorpe and district adult football leagues. 
The year 2000 saw the amalgamation of the 
jumior and senior clubs clearly demonstrating that 
players starting with the club at the age of 6 could 
be encouraged to stay with the club for their 
progress in football. The club today has 26 teams 
both boys and girls playing mini-soccer in the 
local Caparo League, 11 a-side teams in the 
Kalson League, Lincolnshire County Girls 
League, youth football being played in the 

Lincolnshire Intermediate Premier League, and a 
development squad playing in the Central 
Midlands Football League. 
In 2018, a new addition to the club was the 
introduction of the DS Active team for individuals 
who are Down’s Syndrome. The team has grown 
from strength to strength and they now participate 
in league football with a target of representing 
England in the Special Olympics. 
One of the club’s proudest moment was in 2003 
when they became a FA Charter Standard 
Community Club, being one of the first clubs in 
the country at that time to get the achievement. 
The club had to work very hard to meet all of the 
FA criteria and is now reaping the benefits and 
rewards. 
In 2009, the club achieved the distinction of being 
named the FA Charter Standard Club of the Year 
by the Lincolnshire Football Association, a reward 
for the efforts of the members of the club. 
This massive involvement in grassroots football 
and its development has seen the provision of 
enhanced facilities to support the same, with the 
development of magnificent changing rooms and 
a meeting room facility in 2009 for the use of all 
those who play their sport at Birch Park. More 
recently with the aid of grant support from both 
the North Lincolnshire and Bottesford Town 
Councils, together with the Football Foundation, 
2019 witnessed the acquisition of a new tractor 
and grass cutting maintenance equipment plus 
the replacement of the floodlights for the main 
pitch with a modern LED installation. 
The floodlighting was designed with the 
conversion to a 3G playing surface in mind. The 
3G pitch was finally installed during the second 
half of 2022/23, in time for the start of the 
2023/24 season. The club played its home games 
at Winterton Rangers and Appleby Frodingham 
during this time, and finished 18th in the division. 
A new catering facility was also completed to 
serve the needs of Birch Park’s future visitors. 
The return to Birch Park in 2023/24 promised to 
be an exciting juncture in the history of the club 
and the improved standard of football belied the 
eventual 17th and 16th place finishes in the 
league over the past 2 
seasons. 
Manager Leigh Herrick 
will be looking to continue 
the club’s exciting 
progress and climb the 
table in 2025/26. 



 

 

Meet The Visitors 2 
Harry Stabler (Goalkeeper): Harry is a 
confident young keeper who has been 
promoted to the first team this season after 2 
successful seasons with the club’s U18s.  

Josh Render (Goalkeeper): Twin brother of 
Alex, Josh was in the academy at Sheffield 
Wednesday and was most recently on the 
books of Gainsborough Trinity. Josh has the 
quality to be a real stand out performer.  
Oakley Hill (Defender): Oakley is a young, 
confident fullback who has been promoted to 
the first team this season after 2 successful 
seasons with the U18s.  
Jonathon Gjoshie (Defender): Signed from 
Scunthorpe United in September on dual reg. 

He brings defensive solidity, work rate, and a 
willingness to learn and develop. 
Harry Roddis (Defender): Signed from 
Worksop Town in September on dual reg. 
Harry was previously at Rotherham United and 
has made a fantastic first impression. 
Alex Render (Defender): Twin brother of 
goalkeeper Josh, Alex joined the club on his 
return from the USA. Alex came through the 
ranks of Hull City and Sheffield Wednesday 

and is an ex-professional at Chesterfield, and 
will add quality to the team. 
Mason Chaffer (Defender): A fit, strong and 
talented left back, Mason has come back for a 
third season and showed why he had interest 
from numerous step 4 clubs. 
Taron Hare (Defender): An ex-professional at 
Scunthorpe United, York City and Boston 
United, Taz joins the club having spent the last 
few seasons at Barton Town. Taz made the 

centre half position his own from day one with 
his commanding presence and leadership. 
Clay Bryant (Defender): Clay rejoined the 
football club this summer having previously 
being captain. A leader, a proper defender, 
Clay’s never say die attitude will rub off on 
everyone around him. 
Jaxon Borland (Midfielder): Jaxon is a 
product of the Bottesford Town U18s JPL team 
who has broken into the 1st team. Energetic, 
confident and determined to succeed, Jaxon 

has great potential to improve in our 
environment. 

Steve Ridley (Coach/Midfielder): Steve 
joined the club last season, following his 
departure as Winterton Rangers manager. At 
43 years of age, he brings a wealth of 
experience. Steve also coaches our U16s. 
Scott Matthews (Midfielder): Scott is another 

that has returned to the club this season. Scott 
is a experienced player who has been given 
the skipper’s armband this year. Scott has 
experience at this level and steps 3 and 4 and 
is a winner and will be looking to carry that on 
this season. 
Kieran McCaffrey (Midfielder): Kieran has 
the qualities on and off the pitch that make him 
an extremely popular team member, Caff gives 
real strength down the spine of the team. 

Josh Nichol (Midfielder): Josh is no 
nonsense and has an excellent football brain. 
Can operate in numerous positions, Josh will 
be a vital part of the group this season. 
Luke Ayris (Forward): Luke is a product of 
the club’s youth system. Luke has great speed 
and a real eye for goal from the wide areas. 
Luke is a really dangerous player at this level.  
Jack McMenemy (Forward): A real coup for 
Bottesford Town to bring Jack Mac back to the 

club after a spell away. Jack has scored goals 
wherever he has been and was a pivotal part 
of Lincoln United recent success. 
Jake Brown (Forward): Jake is an exciting 
young player who joined from Grimsby 
Borough. Jake is a quick, tricky, direct player 
who was on the books at Hull City spending 10 
years there from the age of 8 to 18. 
Blake Gregory (Defender/Forward): Blake 
came from U18s 3 season ago. He is versatile, 
playing left back, left wing and central forward 

and one of the best trainers in the group. 
Okera Simmonds (Forward): Simmonds 
came through several youth systems including 
Liverpool, Blackburn Rovers and Accrington 
Stanley.  He has also featured for Flint Town 
United in the Welsh Premier League. Okera 
has made a great start to life at the club with 
goals and assists. 
 
  

 



 

 

Frickley’s History 
Frickley Athletic FC is based in the former coal 
mining village of South Elmsall. Recent research 
has shown that the first South Elmsall football 
team was formed in 1905 but was superseded in 
1908 by the newly formed Frickley Colliery 
Athletic Club and joined the South Yorkshire 
league which comprised of works, church and 
village teams. In 1910, the football club moved to 
the Sheffield Association League and first played 
in the FA Cup. 
The club remained in the Sheffield Association 
League (except for the war years) until 1922, 
finishing runners up in 1911/12, and winners in 
1920/21, our only ever league title.  
In 1922/23 Frickley joined the Yorkshire league 
and after finishing runners up in 1923/24, the club 
were elected into the Midland League, Although 
the club had to apply for re election several times 
pre war (and didn’t play in any league in 1933/34) 
it was kept going by the support of the 
mineworkers and the sale of players. 
1936/37 was Frickley’s worst ever league season 
when the club finished bottom with only 8 points, 
but amazingly reached the FA Cup 1st round 
proper for the first time. 
Post war, Frickley remained in the Midland league 
gaining its best finish, 7th, in 1945/46, but left the 
league on its break up at the end of 1959/60. 
From 1960/61 to 1969/70, Frickley Colliery played 
in the Cheshire County League, However, 
financial considerations led the club to join the 
Midland Counties League for 1970/71. They 
finished runners up in 1972/73, and were 
eventually elected into the NPL for the 1976/77 
season as Frickley Athletic. 
After finishing 3rd in 1979/80, the club was 
promoted into the Alliance Premier League, now 
the National League. Here they remained for 7 
years, the most successful in the club’s history, 
and in 1985/86 reached the FA Cup 3rd round 
proper, after beating a Football League club, 
Hartlepool Utd, only to lose 3-1 at home to 
Rotherham Utd. The club also finished as Gola 
League runners up. The following season saw a 
reversal as we were relegated back to the NPL. 
From 1987/88 to 1991/92 the club consistently  
finished around mid-table in the NPL. but did 
manage to reach the league cup final in 1991/92, 
losing 1-0 to Marine at Maine Road.  
The next few seasons saw Frickley finish in the 
lower reaches of the table. Then, in 2005/06 The 

Blues had their best league season for 20 years, 
finishing 2nd to Blyth Spartans. Unfortunately, the 
Blues lost on penalties in the playoff semi. 
In the following seasons Frickley returned to the 
lower half of the table, but 2015/16 saw the club 
have a great season to finish 7th. 
In 2016/17, most of the players who had brought 
this success were attracted to more affluent 
clubs. The club were relegated from the NPL 
Premier Division after a 30 year stay. 
2017/18 saw the club enter the NPL Division 1 
South, finishing 3rd in the league, scoring a record 
117 goals. Additionally, Jacob Hazel broke the 
club record for individual goals in a season with 
47 strikes. The season ended disappointingly with 
playoff semi final defeat at the hands of Stamford. 
2018/19, in the new NPL East Division, was less 
successful, seeing managerial changes and a 
12th place finish. However, the season had its 
highlights, with victory at highflying Morpeth and a 
10-1 win over Liversedge in the FA Cup. 
More change followed prior to the start of 
2019/20. A further league reorganisation which 
put The Blues into the NPL South East Division 
was accompanied by a new manager. An 
inauspicious start lead to the appointment of 
Dave Frecklington in September 2019.  
Frecks rapidly turned the side’s fortunes around, 
before lockdown ended the season. 2020/21 
ultimately suffered the same fate. 
Frecks built what looked like strong squad for the 
2021/22 season in the newly formed NPL East 
Division. However, things didn’t pan out as 
hoped. Key departures lead to a run of form that 
saw the club relegated to the Northern Counties 
East League for the first time in our history. 
In the summer of 2022, former Blue, Wayne 
Benn, was installed as manager, with ex-Frickley 
goal scoring legend Andy Hayward as his 
assistant. There were occasional highs but Benn 
resigned in early 2023 so Patrick McGuire came 
in to avoid a second successive relegation. 
2023/24 started well, and included an 8-0 win at 
Goole, but ended with the release of McGuire.  
James Baxendale was in the hot seat for the start 
of 2024/25 but left to be replaced by Tom Claisse 
in November 2024 and successfully avoided the 
drop before being relieved of his duties in 
September 2025.  
Club legend Martyn Woolford has 
taken the reigns and he’ll be looking 
to roll back the years and bring 
winning ways back to Westfield Lane. 



 

 

Memory Match 

As usual, we’ve got 2 memory matches for you. This week we have an ‘on this day’ game 
and one that almost was. The first match was against Ilkeston in the NPLPremier Division, 
played on Saturday 10th December 2016, here at The Wezzie. The Blues saw off Ilkeston  
4-0 with debutant Curtly Wyatt-Martin announcing his arrival with a bang by scoring a hat 
trick. Then the second game is a Midland League fixture from Saturday 12th December 
1970. The Azzurri won an exciting game against old foes Worksop Town by the odd goal in 
7 at their Central Avenue ground. With thanks to JL (note his pencil correction on the second 
match report – what a legend!). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Memory Match (Cont.)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Famous Five – Who Am I?  
 

1. Blues forward who joined us from Rossington Main and came of the bench last 
week at Thackley to score his first goal for the club in our 7-0 win.  

2. Bottesford Town forward who played for The Blues in the NPL and he scored 4 
goals for The Poachers in our epic League Cup game against them in October. 

3. Austrian international defender and a Premier League winner with Leicester City 
who is currently the manager of Newport County in League Two. 

4. Japanese international midfielder who scored an equaliser deep into stoppage time 
for Leeds United in their 3-3 draw with Liverpool last Saturday. 

5. Scottish striker, who has played for the likes of Ayr United, Dundee United and 
Beerschot in Belgium, whilst his current team, Hearts, top the Scottish Premiership. 
 

Answers on the ‘Awaydays’ page 



 

 

The NLP Column:  
End of an era 
 

By Matt Badcock 
 
There are eras and then there are Eras with a 
capital E. 
Alan Devonshire’s Maidenhead United reign 
certainly falls into the latter. After 913 games, the 
legendary West Ham United FA Cup winner 
called time on his Magpies Era last weekend. 
Alan is pictured in his playing days and recently. 
The 69-year-old has managed close to 1,500 
matches across his career in the dug-out that 
started at Maidenhead where they won promotion 
to the Isthmian Premier in 2000, before eight 
years at Hampton & Richmond, who he guided 
from Isthmian South to the Conference South 
play-offs. 
Four years at 
Braintree Town – 
fresh from promotion 
to Non-League’s top 
flight – followed and 
his Iron defied the 
odds to survive and 
upset the big boys. 
In May 2015 the ex-
England star made 
the trip back to York 
Road and, as 
underdogs again, 
took them to National 
League South title 
glory where they too 
made their mark at 
the top table. 
Sean Marks, who played for Devonshire at 
Braintree and Maidenhead, can picture his former 
boss stood on the side of training before a big 
game, cup of tea in one hand, chocolate digestive 
in the other. 
“We could be playing a really top, top professional 
team – a Stockport County, a Luton or any other 
big team – and you can imagine him looking at 
the boys thinking, ‘It’s alright, we’ve got this 
covered on Saturday’,”  he told The NLP. “It was 
that mentality. Knowing the team he’s got will do 
the business and he had every trust in his team to 
do it. 

“I think that sums him up about right. Old school, 
with a great sense of humour and winning in the 
new form of football.” 
Dave Tarpey is another player who knows 
Devonshire very well and benefited from his 
methods. 
The 1980 FA Cup winner gave him his big chance 
at Hampton & Richmond Borough, with the pair 
later reunited at Maidenhead after Tarpey had 
initially joined the Magpies in 2014. 
In three years under Devonshire, Tarpey netted 
87 goals in 124 appearances for the Magpies, 
including a league and club record 44 goals to 
help Maidenhead to promotion in the 2016-17 
season. 
“I remember a number of trips away on coaches 
where he will say he’ll get you some protein food 
before  the match and then he’d go and get us 
protein pizzas as a pre-match meal,” Tarpey said. 

“I remember a few 
away journeys as well 
where we had to stop 
at a certain restaurant 
because he wanted 
his ham, egg and 
chips before the 
game!” 
Sam Barratt was at 
Maidenhead when 
Devonshire re-joined 
and has signed for him 
two more times since. 
Fittingly, he scored the 
final goal of Dev’s 
reign in their win over 
Chippenham, 

borrowed a flat cap from a fan in the crowd and 
saluted the boss. 
“He’s been very loyal to me and that can be rare 
in football,” Barratt said. “It comes from honesty 
from both sides. He’s repaid it with a lot of loyalty 
and I respect that a lot. 
“Seeing where Maidenhead was as a club when I 
signed aged 18 to where it is now, it’s almost 
unrecognisable – a lot of that is due to him – as 
well as the community side expanding. That 
comes hand-in-hand with the club growing, being 
promoted and sustaining their time in the National 
League.” 



 

 

Match Reports 
Thackley 0 Frickley 7 
After a dominating the first half, The Blues 
produced a ruthless attacking display in the 
second to dismantle Thackley 7-0 on their own 
patch, with Lucas Robinson bagging 4 goals in a 
sensational individual performance on a rain-
soaked afternoon. 
The Azzurri set their stall out early with a string of 
chances. In just the third minute, Spence whipped 
in a low cross which Destiny turned inches wide.  
3 minutes on and Destiny’s thunderous strike 
cannoned off the bar, the ball bouncing on the 
line and away.  
Thackley’s goalkeeper was called into action 
seconds later, pushing another Destiny effort 
behind, with Radz seeing his header blocked from 
the resulting corner. Radz also had a decent 
shout for penno when he was dragged to the 
ground at another set piece. 
Despite clear pressure, the opening goal refused 
to come, though Tom A and Robbo both went 
close. 
The Blues were almost made to pay when, 
against the run of play, Thackley threatened in 
the 25th minute as a wickedly dipping dipping 
shot smacked against the bar. But the scare 
seemed to spark The Azzurri into action, and less 
than 60 seconds later came the breakthrough.  
Robinson tore down the flank, cut inside, and 
lashed a fierce shot into the top corner from the 
edge of the area. 
Going towards half time, Robinson remained a 
menace, setting up chances for Tom A, the 
clearest of these hit the keeper at point blank 
range. 
At the other end, Sykesy showed neat handling to 
deny Thackley when they did get a rare sight of 
goal.  
The Blues went in at the break one up, but with 
the game still in the balance, well aware they 
could have been further ahead. HT 0-1. 
The Boys in Blue had no intention of taking their 
collective foot off the gas though and started the 
second period with similar intent, pouring forward 
like grey tide.  
The rewards duly came with an explosive spell of 
5 goals in 12 minutes. The first arriving on 53 
minutes when Robbo hit a wormburner from 20 
yards, taking a couple of defensive deflections on 
its way to doubling the lead.  

2 minutes later, the wing wizard completed his hat 
trick, pouncing on a rebound from Destiny’s shot 
to make it 3-0. 
The floodgates were well and truly open now. 
Lindley rattled the bar in the 58th minute before 
Tom A reacted quickest to tuck in the rebound, 
followed by Destiny’s deserved goal just after the 
hour mark, his low drive beating the keeper at the 
near post. 
On 65 minutes, Robbo was unstoppable, racing 
through to notch his 4th of the afternoon and 
Frickley’s 6th. 
Substitutions offered no respite for Thackley, 
whose frustrations spilled over when their sub 
Basi was shown a straight red card for a reckless 
challenge on Lindley. With 10 men, a 6 goal 
deficit and a deteriorating surface, the hosts were 
left chasing shadows. 
And substitute appearances from Butch, Cleggy, 
Shayan, and Love gave further impetus to a 
Blues side showing little sign of slowing down. 
A saved header from Cleggy preceded Frickley’s 
7th with 7 minutes to go. Tom A fed Cleggy, and 
his effort was deflected into the path of Andrew, 
coolly finishing from inside the 6 yard box for his 
first goal for the club. 
The final whistle confirmed a statement showing 
that has been coming for weeks. FT 0-7.  
In conditions that made control difficult, The Blues 
adapted to the soft surface best, playing with the 
creativity, style and intensity we always knew we 
were capable of. You have to enjoy these highs 
when they come, I know I certainly will. 
WEBMASTER MOTM - we were a well-oiled 
machine with every part crucial to the end result. 
The defensive 5 were a grey storm, dampening 
all Thackley threat. The front 3 were a pack of 
hunting hyenas who could smell blood. And the 
midfield triumvirate were puppet masters pulling 
the strings. All 5 subs had impact, you can ask no 
more. However, the Glitterball has to go to Lucas 
Robinson. With 4 goals, he was simply 
unplayable. Resplendent, Robbo! 
TWITTER MOTM - Lucas Robinson takes it from 
Harry Gagen, Tom Alngohuru and Will Jenkinson. 
Thanks to all who voted.  
SPONSORS/VOLUNTEERS MOTM - Lucas 
Robinson was chosen by Penny Wall. Well done, 
Robbo! 
155 through the gate, with a goodly number of 
pilgrims sailing from the Dominion of SESKU. I 
told you it was wet. We thank you all truly for 
cheering the lads on to such a resounding win! 



 

 

Match Reports (Cont.) 
Albion Sports 1 Frickley 4 
The Blues mastered the blustery conditions and 
artificial surface to claim a commanding 4–1 
triumph at Albion Sports, with 4 quality goals 
sealing another convincing performance. Despite 
the swirling wind, The Blues controlled 
proceedings for long periods and showed 
composure and creativity from front to back. 
The Blues showed intent from the off, testing the 
home keeper early as Robbo and Tom A both 
saw efforts held inside the opening 5 minutes.  
The pressure continued when Robbo curled a 
shot over the bar before 
turning provider for Destiny, 
whose shot went 
millimetres past the upright 
and rippled the side netting. 
On 20 minutes, The Azzurri 
broke the deadlock when 
Tom A floated in a teasing 
free kick that Radz met 
perfectly, guiding his 
header beyond the keeper 
to make it 1–0.  
The advantage was 
doubled 4 minutes later. 
Destiny got to the byline 
and delivered a smart ball for Woody, who 
showed great awareness to chest the cross into 
the net. 
Albion Sports pulled one back in the 36th minute 
when their number 4’s speculative volley, caught 
by the wind, flew unexpectedly into the top 
corner. It was a moment of frustration rather than 
fault for Booth, who was solid throughout.  
The hosts briefly rallied, and even had the ball in 
the net a second time. Older readers who 
remember the ‘You are the ref’ feature in Shoot 
magazine will know that a throw that goes straight 
in isn’t a goal but results in a goal kick. I’d never 
seen it happen though. A combination of gusting 
wind and the bounce off a plastic pitch sent a 
throw in sailing over Booth into the onion bag but, 
despite Albion protests, a goal kick it was. 
However, The Boys in Blue were not fazed and 
steadied the ship going into half time, with Robbo 
flashing one wide and Tom A forcing the keeper 
into another save from range. HT 1-2. 
The Blues came out after the break searching for 
the cushion our dominance deserved. After an 
attritional 10 minutes, the goal we were looking 

for came in style. Tom A’s raking 56th minute ball 
released Robbo, who danced past his marker, 
and cracked the ball into the net from what looked 
an almost impossibly tight angle. 
Things went from bad to worse for Albion minutes 
later when their goal scoring number 4 was 
shown a straight red for a nasty 2-footed tackle 
on Tom A. Destiny was also booked in the 
aftermath. 
The Azzurri kept moving the ball around and 
refusing to be drawn into the game’s scrappier 
moments, although Radz picked up a yellow 
during a feisty spell.  
Thus it was that chances continued to come. 
Jenko was denied a screamer of a goal by a 

fingertip save, while Cleggy 
and Robbo both went close 
as The Blues turned the 
screw in the closing 
moments. 
Deep into stoppage time, a 
pair of Azzurri subs had the 
final word. A corner from one 
sub, Butch, dropped to 
Robbo, whose rasping shot 
was diverted past the 
helpless keeper by another 
sub, Cleggy (pictured), from 
close range to wrap up the 
win. FT 1-4. 

We were fully deserving of the 3 points against 
physical opponents in tough conditions. And it’s 
always nice to complete a league double over a 
side with whom we share such a keen rivalry. 
WEBMASTER MOTM - it was another complete 
performance, we were disciplined at the back, 
sharp in attack and easy on the eye. Standouts 
included Radz, the rock steady goal machine, 
Rolls Royce Gagen, the evergreen Woolly, and 
the terrific trio of Robbo, Tom A and Destiny. But 
the Glitterball goes to Joel Spence who gave an 
object lesson in first class ratting. Aye aye, 
skipper! 
TWITTER MOTM - Joel Spence takes it from 
Tom Radley, Lucas Robinson and Martyn 
Woolford. Thanks to all who voted.  
SPONSORS/VOLUNTEERS MOTM - Joel 
Spence was chosen by Keith Walker. Well done, 
Joel! 
57 through the gate, with more than 50% of the 
delegates present from the Confederated Realms 
of SESKU. We thank you for your service on such 
an ‘orrible night!  



 

 

Everywhere We Go 
Bradford x 2 
A pair of visits to BD postcodes in the space of 4 
days, both of them against teams that we’ve 
never so much as got a draw against on our 
visits. But this time, 2 lots of awful weather and 2 
impressive wins! 
Thackley first up at Dennyfield.  
The ‘club in the woods’ live up to their name, 
trees towering over the main stand (see above). 
The covered standing was in said stand, above 
and behind the seating. And very welcome the 
cover was too. We did try to take advantage of 
the spacious terracing on the other side but the 
weather gods had other ideas and gave us plenty 
of rain. 
No matter, the game will forever remain one of 
my fondest Frickley memories. Dutch masters 
Cruyff and Neeskens have graced that pitch (in 
training for Barcelona’s European cup semi 
against Leeds United in 1975) but even they’d 
have struggled to get 7-0 win, with 4 from the 
unplayable Lucas Robinson, on that surface.  
El Ckley-sico indeed ;) 

A word here for the Thackley officials and fans 
who were surprisingly friendly after the game. Fair 
play coz it was far more so than I could’ve 
mustered in reversed circumstances. 
Onto Albion Sports, at the third different venue 
we’ve played them at in 4 seasons. The club has 
now returned to their original home at Myra Shay, 
and maybe their forever home at that. 
Much developed, until recently it was a field with 
a bar around it, the council have turned it into a 
3G facility with a small modular stand and similar 
covered standing (see below). All shared with 
Route One Rovers of the NCEL Division 1. 
Again the weather was decidedly unpleasant, with 
strong winds and a good helping mizzly rain, 
ensuring the cover was well frequented. 
And again we coped with the conditions better, 
played decent football and came away with a 
sizeable 4-1 win against another opponent with 
whom we have had a fierce rivalry during our time 
in the NCEL, reducing the negative goal 
difference by 10 in 2 games.  
We also continue to creep up the table and put 
distance between ourselves and the relegation 
places as Woolly’s charges claimed a 9th win in 
the Gaffer’s 16th game in charge. #COYB! 



 

 

Blues Squad 25/26 
Joel Spence (Midfielder): Joel 90 was at Armthorpe 
before joining us and he’s been on the books of 
Rotherham United before plenty of experience at 
Belper Town, Ossett United and Wakefield. 
Deservedly won player of the season in 24/25. 
Will Sykes (Goalkeeper): The Holy Goalie is a 
highly rated young stopper who joined us from 
Hallam, against whom he saved a penalty towards 
the end of last season. 
Niall Butchart (Defender/Midfielder/Forward): The 
Butcher is a versatile squad member. He is a former 
youth teamer at Altrincham, then was at Winsford 
United, Swallownest, Armthorpe Welfare and Goole. 
Tom Alngohuru (Midfielder/Forward): The Guru is 
a defender’s nightmare. He joined last season from 
Ossett United. Prior to that he was at the York City 
and i2i academies, and has played almost 80 games 
for Pickering Town. 
Luis Afonso-Ferreira (Midfielder/Forward): The 
Ferrari is a rapid forward who puts teams on the 
back foot. He has plenty experience from time at the 
likes of Retford United, Parkgate and Albion Sports. 
Sam Cable (Forward): The Power is a handful of an 
attacker. Since starting out in our U19s over a 
decade ago, he is now in his 3rd spell with the club 
after spells at Barton Town, Garforth Town and 
others. 
Charlie Clegg (Forward): The Power is a local boy 
and a fan favourite, in his third spell with us. Has 
experience with Ponte Colls youth programme, 
Emley, Athersley, Armthorpe and Club Thorne. 
Will Jenkinson (Defender): Jenko is a footballing 
defender who joins us from Parkgate, having started 
out at Rotherham United. 
Sam Kilner (Defender): A NCEL title winner at 
Silsden last season, Killer is a highly proficient 
fullback who has also been at Buxton, Mossley, 
Hemsworth and Knaresborough. 
Ifeanyi Nnenanua (Forward): Goes by the name of 
Destiny, he’s a committed young striker who is 
always in the thick of it. He’s been at the i2i academy 
and has previously played for Pickering Town.  
Lucas Robinson (Midfielder/Forward): A rangey 
winger with an eye for goal,  Cool Hand Lucas 
comes to us from Harrogate Railway but has been at 
Goole and Barton Town too. 
Tyler Sheard (Defender/Midfield/Forward): 
VersaTyler is another who can do a job anywhere on 
the park, team before self every time. And he’s 
another of our U23s stepping up for 1st team duties. 
Harley Wilson (Midfielder): With time at Penistone 
Church, Rossington Main, Wombwell Town and 
Dinnington Town, Hells Angel is an experienced 
midfielder at this level. 

Thomas Radley (Defender): Radz is a big centre 
half who was at Shelley last season and brings 
quality and leadership into our back line. 
Harry Gagen (Defender): Gadge is a Rolls Royce of 
a defender who started out at Barnsley but joined us 
from Ossett United after an initial loan spell.  
Jack Horobin (Defender): Jack The Lad has 
stepped up from the U18s to make his debut as very 
capable defensive cover. 
Ashton Johnson (Midfielder): AJ is an exciting 
winger from our U18s who recently made his debut, 
getting an assist within 5 minutes of coming on! 
Dylan Sefton (Goalkeeper): Safe-ton is a solid 
young keeper who returns after coming through our 
academy and spending time at Worsbrough Bridge. 
Josh Lindley (Midfielder): J-Force is a midfielder 
signed on dual reg with Ponte Colls. The son of ex-
Blue, Phil, he started at Doncaster Rovers, and has 
been at Ossett, Wombwell Town and Dearne & Dist. 
Bailey Cowsell (Forward): Bails is an exciting goals 
scorer from our U23s. Made his first team debut in 
2023/24 and has played for Athersley Rec and 
Wombwell Main since then. 
Shaun Heselwood (Midfielder): Hez of The Wez 
joined us from Selby Town, after spells at 
Hemingbrough United and Goole AFC, to add drive 
in the middle of the park. 
Elliot Andrew (Forward): The Prince is a quality 
striker who started out at Doncaster Rovers then 
Nottingham Forest before more recent spells at 
Tadcaster, Beverley and Rossington Main. 
Spencer Booth (Goalkeeper): The Barrier joins us 
dual reg with Guiseley. He has also had a spell at 
Leeds UFCA earlier in the season. 
Liam Love (Forward/Midfieder): The Heartbreaker 
is a goalscorer with experience at Pickering Town 
and most recently Selby Town. 
Lewis Binns (Defender/Midfielder/Coach): Binno 
is a rock. This local lad has played for local clubs, 
like South Kirkby and Armthorpe. A Frickley legend, 
the Supporters’ Player of the Season in 22/23 is back 
from injury, and is part of the coaching team too. 
Mike Carmody (Assistant Manager): As a player, 
MC Hammer was a top defender for Huddersfield 
and Tranmere in the EFL and for many years at 
Altrincham. Since retirement, he has managed 
Armthorpe Welfare and Goole AFC. 
Martyn Woolford (Midfielder/Forward/ Manager): 
The Woolfman started at The Wezzie in 2005 after 
joining from Glasshoughton Welfare. He is a very 
classy attacking midfielder who has been in the EFL 
with the likes of York City, 
Scunthorpe United, Millwall, 
Bristol City and Sheffield United 
since then but he’s back home 
now for a 3rd spell. Took over as 
player- manager in October 2025. 



 

 

Frickley Player Statistics  
 
 

Frickley Athletic Apps. & Goal Scoring Record Career         

Up to & Inc. Tue. 9th. Dec. 2025             

  League Cups Total Sub. Grand Gls c/s 

      Starts Apps. Total     

Martyn Woolford 65 14 79 9 88 18   

Lewis Binns 49 9 58 14 72 4   

Charlie Clegg 16 3 19 50 69 8   

Joel Spence 56 10 66 2 68 4   

Niall Butchart 17 4 21 17 38 1   

Will Sykes 31 6 37 0 37   9 

Tom Alngohuro 24 7 31 6 37 10   

Harry Gagen 28 7 35 0 35     

Destiny Ifeanyi Nnenanua 17 3 20 8 28 8   

Lucas Robinson 21 4 25 2 27 9   

Will Jenkinson 19 3 22 0 22     

Sam Kilner 18 4 22 0 22     

Tom Radley 15 3 18 3 21 2   

Louis Afonso Ferreira 11 2 13 4 17 3   

Tyler Sheard 4 2 6 9 15 1   

Takunda Katsere 6 3 9 4 13     

Shayan Keyghobadi 0 1 1 9 10     

Shaun Heselwood 4 2 6 0 6 1   

Elliott Andrew 0 1 1 5 6 1   

Josh Lindley 2 1 3 1 4 2   

Spencer Booth 1 1 2 0 2   1 

Liam Love 0 0 0 1 1     

 
MOST RECENT PREVIOUS RESULTS ON THIS DAY 12TH DECEMBER 

 
 

Year Day H/A Comp. Opponents Result Frickley Scorers 

1970 Sat A MCL Worksop Town W 4-3 Turner, Rogerson, Senior 2 

1987 Sat A SSC2R Worsbrough Bridge W 5-4 Bishop, Wilkes 3 (1p), Heaney 

1989 Tue H  SSC2Rr Sheffield W 3-1 Woodhead, OG, Sidlow 

1992 Sat A NPLC2R Gretna L 2-3 Fuller, Hatto 

1995 Tue H NPL  Matlock Town L 1-4 Armstrong 

1998 Sat H NPL  Runcorn D 1-1 Duffty 

2006 Tue H NPL  Gateshead D 1-1 Thacker 

2009 Sat H NPL Kendal Town D 0-0   

 
 



 

 

Macron NCEL Premier Division Table 
 

  As at 10.12.25 P W D L F A GD P 

1 Liversedge 19 14 4 1 44 12 32 46 

2 Handsworth 23 13 3 7 42 32 10 42 

3 Beverley Town 22 11 6 5 40 27 13 39 

4 Tadcaster Albion 21 11 5 5 38 28 10 38 

5 Sheffield 21 10 7 4 45 22 23 37 

6 Barton Town 20 10 5 5 32 21 11 35 

7 Campion 21 7 7 7 53 43 10 31 

8 Pickering Town 20 8 5 7 38 38 0 29 

9 Parkgate 23 6 11 6 33 41 -8 29 

10 Eccleshill United 21 8 4 9 27 30 -3 28 

11 Bottesford Town 23 8 4 11 32 44 -12 28 

12 Frickley Athletic 22 9 4 9 30 45 -15 28 

13 Knaresborough Town 21 6 8 7 35 31 4 26 

14 Thackley 22 7 4 11 23 35 -12 25 

15 Penistone Church 22 6 6 10 25 43 -18 24 

16 Golcar United 21 5 7 9 37 35 2 22 

17 Horbury Town 22 5 6 11 31 40 -9 21 

18 Rossington Main 19 4 6 9 27 30 -3 18 

19 Albion Sports 20 5 3 12 31 48 -17 18 

20 Wombwell Town 19 3 5 11 20 38 -18 14 
 

MOST RECENT PREVIOUS GAMES BETWEEN FRICKLEY & BOTTESFORD TOWN 
 

Season Date Comp. H/A Result Frickley Scorers 

2022/23 Sat. 13th August 22 NCELP A L 1-2 Clegg 

  Tue. 7th February 23 NECLP H D 1-1 Hall 

2023/24 Sat. 18th November 23 NCELP A L 0-1   

  Sat. 6th April 24 NCELP H W 4-2 Smith 2, Boocock, Elkin 

2024/25 Sat. 7th September 24 NCELP A W 5-3 Guilfoyle 2, Varley,  
          Tomlinson, OG 

  Tue. 25th February 25 NCELP H L 1-2 Mannings 

2025/26 Tue. 19th August 25 NCELP A L 0-1   

  Tue. 14th October 25 LC2R H W 7-6 Radley, Alngohuro, 
          Woolford, Nnenanua, 
          Cable 3 

 

ON THIS DAY IN FOOTBALL – 12TH DECEMBER  
 

1953 - Wigan Athletic’s highest home attendance was recorded when they played a FA Cup 2nd Round match 
v Hereford United at Wigan’s former Springfield Road home, attracting a crowd of 27,526. Wigan won 4-1.  
 

1984 - Celtic met Rapid Vienna in the European Cup Winners Cup 2nd Round. 3-1 down from the 1st leg, 
Celtic won the 2nd leg at Parkhead 3-0 to win 4-3 on aggregate. However, crowd trouble meant that UEFA had 
the 2nd leg replayed at Old Trafford on 12th December. Rapid won 1-0 to give them a 4-1 aggregate win.  



 

 

Macron NCEL Division One Table 
 

  As at 10.12.25 P W D L F A GD P 

1 Dearne and District 25 19 2 4 66 22 44 59 

2 Harrogate Railway Athletic 21 16 4 1 55 20 35 52 

3 Worsbrough Bridge Athletic 22 16 3 3 56 31 25 51 

4 Wakefield 24 15 4 5 63 29 34 49 

5 Crowle Colts 23 14 3 6 53 39 14 45 

6 Brigg Town 24 13 4 7 50 39 11 43 

7 Leeds UFCA 22 12 3 7 48 38 10 39 

8 Maltby Main 23 12 3 8 47 39 8 39 

9 Armthorpe Welfare 21 11 3 7 54 44 10 36 

10 Club Thorne 23 9 9 5 31 24 7 36 

11 Goole 24 10 3 11 53 43 10 33 

12 Route One Rovers 21 9 2 10 56 36 20 29 

13 Louth Town 23 7 5 11 32 37 -5 26 

14 Appleby Frodingham 23 8 1 14 36 54 -18 25 

15 Selby Town 24 7 3 14 34 45 -11 24 

16 Doncaster City 23 6 6 11 31 44 -13 24 

17 Ilkley Town 24 6 6 12 37 54 -17 24 

18 South Leeds 23 6 4 13 32 49 -17 22 

19 Athersley Recreation 24 5 5 14 28 58 -30 20 

20 Winterton Rangers 23 6 1 16 28 57 -29 19 

21 Nostell Miners Welfare 24 5 3 16 19 55 -36 18 

22 Glasshoughton Welfare 24 2 3 19 24 76 -52 9 

 
 
 
 
 



 

  Frickley Athletic Football Club         Macron NCEL Premier 2025-26    
Date Opponents… Res Att Pos 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Sub Sub Sub Sub Sub 

 
 

  
sub 

26.07.25 Albion Sports 2-1 183 3 Sykes Kilner Gagen Butchart Katsere Jenkinson Williams Sheard Afonso F Robinson Alngohuro Cotson Nnenanua       

02.08.25 Brighouse FACEPR 0-1 151  Sykes Kilner Jenkinson Butchart Gagen Collins Afonso F Spence Woolford Sheard Alngohuro Radley Nnenanua       

09.08.25 Barton Town 0-1 301 12 Sykes Kilner Jenkinson Tingle Radley Collins Afonso F Spence Nnenauua Butchart Alngohuro Wilson        

16.08.25 Thackley 1-0 182 5 Sykes Kilner Jenkinson Tingle Radley Collins Woolford Spence Nnenanua Robinson Alngohuro Butchart Afonso F       

19.08.25 Bottesford Town 0-1 212 7 Sykes Kilner Jenkinson Tingle Radley Collins Afonso F Spence Nnenanua Robinson Alngohuro Keyghobadi        

23.08.25 Maghull  FAV1Q 1-5 152  Sykes Kilner Collins Tingle Gagen Jenkinson Afonso F Spence Woolford Robinson Alngohuro Nnenanua Butchart Katsere Sheard     

26.08.25 Tadcaster Alb. 0-3 165 10 Sykes Kilner Jenkinson Tingle Gagen Collins Robinson Spence Nnenanua Woolford Sheard Afonso F Butchart Katsere Keyghobadi     

30.08.25 Penistone Chu. 2-0 232 7 Sykes Kilner Gagen Woolford Radley Jenkinson Afonso F Spence Nnenanua  Robinson Alngohuro Ceesay        

02.09.25 Liversedge 0-0 220 9 Sykes Kilner Gagen Woolford Radley Jenkinson Afonso F Spence Nnenanua  Robinson Sheard Ceesay Keyghobadi       

06.09.25 Parkgate 2-2 150 8 Sykes Kilner Gagen Woolford Radley Jenkinson Afonso F Spence Ceesay  Robinson Alngohuro Nnenanua         

09.09.25 Knaresborough 0-3 205 9 Sykes Kilner Gagen Woolford Radley Collins Afonso F Spence Nnenanua  Robinson Ceesay Garrick Butchart Katsere      

13.09.25 Golcar United 1-6 206 14 Wass  Kilner Gagen Woolford Radley Jenkinson Robinson Spence Ceesay  Butchart Alngohuro Nnenanua  Tingle Collins Garrick     

17.09.25 Campion 0-4 137 14 Sykes Kilner Gagen Woolford Radley Jenkinson Afonso F Spence Ceesay  Robinson Alngohuro Collins Nnenanua Tingle Butchart     

23.09.25 SJR Worksop SC1 1-0 115  Sykes Kilner Gagen Butchart Katsere Collins Garrick Tingle Nnenanua  Spence Alngohuro Sheard Cable Robinson Binns     

27.09.25 Sheffield FC 0-5 416 16 Sykes Kilner Gagen Tingle Collins Katsere Afonso F Butchart Cable  Spence Robinson Nnenanua Alngohuru       

04.10.25 Beverley Town 4-1 333 14 Sykes Kilner Gagen Butchart Jenkinson Katsere Afonso F Spence Nnenanua  Robinson Alngohuro Sheard Woolford Wilson Johnson Horobin    

11.10.25 Handsworth 0-3 308 15 Sykes Kilner Gagen Butchart Jenkinson Katsere Sheard Spence Nnenanua  Robinson Alngohuro Cable Woolford Radley      

14.10.25 Bottesford T LC2 7-6 160  Sykes Horobin Gagen Binns Katsere Radley Alngohuru Spence Cable 3  Robinson Woolford Butchart Nnenanua Sheard Johnson     

18.10.25 Golcar United 0-6 344 15 Sykes Kilner Gagen Butchart Katsere Jenkinson Robinson Spence Cable  Woolford Nnenanua Johnson Cowsell Sheard Binns     

25.10.25 Wombwell Town 2-0 198 15 Sykes Gagen Jenkinson Spence Radley Binns Alngohuru Heselwd Nnenanua  Woolford Robinson Clegg Butchart Keyghobadi Sheard Horobin    

29.10.25 Jubilee Sp.   SC2 3-0 153  Sykes Gagen Jenkinson Spence Katsere Binns Alngohuru Butchart Nnenanua 2  Sheard Keyghobadi Radley Robinson Afonso F Johnson Cowsell    

01.11.25 Rossington Mn. 4-1 234 13 Sykes Gagen Jenkinson Spence Radley Binns Robinson Heselwd Nnenanua  Woolford Alngohuru Afonso F Butchart Clegg Keyghobadi Shear    

08.11.25 Horbury Town 0-0 181 12 Sykes Gagen Jenkinson Spence Radley Binns Afonso F Butchart Nnenanua  Robinson Alngohuru Clegg Andrew Sheard Woolford     

11.11.25 Pickering Town 1-1 154 12 Sykes Gagen Jenkinson Spence Radley Binns Alngohuru Heselwd Nnenanua  Woolford Robinson Clegg Butchart Andrew      

18.11.25 Rossington  SC3 2-2 123  Sykes Horobin Gagen Butchart Radley Binns Alngohuru Heselwd Andrew  Robinson Afonso F Keyghobd Katsere Spence Woolford     

 (Lost 6-7 pens)                       

22.11.25 Knaresborough 0-6 121 14 Baker Gagen Kilner Spence Katsere Binns Alngohuru Heselwd Nnenanua  Woolford Robinson Lindley Clegg Andrew      

25.11.25 Golcar Utd.   LC3 2-0 129  Booth Kilner Woolford Spence Radley Gagen Alngohuru Heselwd Nnenanua  Lindley 2 Robinson Butchart Keghobadi Sheard      

06.12.25 Thackley 7-0 155 14 Sykes Kilner Jenkinson Spence Radley Gagen Alngohuru Woolford Nnenanua  Lindley Robinson 4 Clegg Butchart Andrew Keyghobadi Love    

09.12.25 Albion Sports 4-1 57 12 Booth Kilner Jenkinson Spence Radley Gagen Alngohuru Lindley Nnenanua  Woolford Robinson Clegg Andrew Butchart Keyghobadi     

12.12.25 Bottesford Town                       

20.12.25 Tadcaster Alb.                       

27.12.25 Penistone Chu.                       

03.01.26 Liversedge                       

10.01.26 Parkgate                       

24.01.26 Campion                       

31.01.26 Pickering Town                       

07.02.26 Sheffield FC                       

14.02.26 Handsworth                       

21.02.26 Beverley Town                       

28.02.26 IEccleshill Utd.                       

07.03.26 Barton Town                       

14.03.26 Eccleshill Utd.                       

21.03.26 Wombwell Town                       

28.03.26 Rossington Main                       

04.04.26 Horbury Town                       

   TBC Liversedge LCQF                       

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        



 

 

Linked to The Lane 
I’m an incorrigible collector of old A&BC, Panini, 
Merlin, Topps, etc. football cards and stickers, 
and it struck me how many of the players pictured  
had links to Frickley Athletic. They might have 
played for or against us at some point, or are 
related to one of The Azzurri past or present. Or 
the connection might be even more tenuous! But 
you can be sure it was the highlight of their career 
;) 
 
It’s more of Martyn Woolford’s opponents this 
week. When his Scunthorpe team played 
Manchester United in the League Cup 3rd round 
in 2010, Woolly was up against a pair of 
defensive goliaths in Rio 
Ferdinand and Wes 
Brown. 
London-born in 1978, 
Rio Ferdinand is widely 
regarded as one of the 
best centre halves of his 
generation. He began 
his career at West Ham 
United, progressing 
through the club’s 
academy before making 
his professional debut in 
1996. His composure on 
the ball, athleticism, and 
reading of the game quickly marked him out 
as a standout defender. After establishing 
himself as one of the Premier League’s top 
prospects, he moved to Leeds United in 2000 
for a then-world-record fee for a defender. At 
Leeds he became club captain and helped 
guide the team to the 2000/01 UEFA 
Champions League semifinals. 
In 2002, Ferdinand traitorously signed for 
Manchester United for another record-
breaking fee of almost £30 million, beginning a 12 
year spell in which he won 6 Premier League 
titles, the Champions League, 2 League Cups, 
and the FIFA Club World Cup. He became central 
to United’s domestic and European success 
under Alex Ferguson, although he did have to 
serve an 8 month suspension in 2003/04 for 
missing a drug test – not his first or last run in 
with authority. 
Internationally, Ferdinand earned 81 caps for 
England from 1997 to 2011, featuring in the 2002 
and 2006 World Cups. He was England’s 

youngest defender when he made his debut and 
would’ve done so even earlier had he not been 
dropped for a drink-driving offence. 
After leaving Manchester United, he spent a final 
season with QPR before retiring in 2015.  
Since then, he has built a career as a television 
pundit and media personality, while also 
engaging in charity and writing, along with some 
questionable political choices. 
Similarly, Wes Brown is a defender best known 
for his long association with Manchester United. 
Born in Manchester in 1979, he was a product of 
his local club, United’s youth academy, he made 
his first team debut in 1998. Strong in the tackle, 
quick across the ground, and capable of playing 
both centre back and right back, Brown became 
an important squad member throughout Alex 

Ferguson’s most successful years. He earned 
the club’s Young Player of the Year award in 
both 1997/98 and 1998/99, the latter 
coinciding with United’s historic treble winning 
season 
Brown’s peak period came in the mid-2000s, 
particularly the 2007/08 season, when he was 
a United regular during their Premier League 

and Champions League double. He supplied 
the assist for Cristiano 

Ronaldo’s goal in the 
Champions League final 
that year. Across his 
Manchester United career, 
which lasted until 2011, 
Brown won an impressive 
array of silverware, 5 
Premier League titles, 2 FA 
Cups, 2 League Cups, 2 
Champions Leagues, and 
the FIFA Club World Cup. 
In 2011 he joined 
Sunderland, where he 
spent 5 more seasons. 

After leaving Sunderland, he had a short stint with 
Blackburn Rovers in 2016 before ending his 
professional playing career.  
On the international stage, Brown won 23 
England caps between 1999 and 2010, appearing 
at the 2002 World Cup and Euro 2000. 
Following retirement, he moved into coaching, 
punditry, and ambassadorial roles. 
Rumour has it that despite the Irons being beaten 
5-2 (after being a goal up), it was Woolly who 
made Ferguson realise that the days of Rio and 
Wes at football’s top table were numbered ;)  
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Westfield Lane, South Elmsall, WF9 2EQ. 
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Members of The Toolstation Northern Counties East League. 
Full Members of the Football Association. 
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      www.frickleyathletic.co.uk        secretary@frickleyathletic.co.uk          @frickleyafc         01977 642460 

I was  

Awaydays  
 

Next up – Tadcaster Albion 

Tadcaster Facts: Famous for its breweries, Tadcaster is home 
to Samuel Smith’s Old Brewery, aptly named as it is the oldest 
brewery in Yorkshire. Tadcaster’s bridge was the site of the 
Battle of Tadcaster in 1642 during the Civil War. One of the 
most recent versions of the aforementioned bridge collapsed in 
late December 2015 as a result of severe flooding. The most 
famous former inhabitant of Tadcaster was the marine reptile, 
the plesiosaur, fossilised bone fragments of which have been 
unearthed at Tadcaster Mere, just to the south east of the town. 
Also, Jan Dalibor, co-creator of Pinky and Perky, worked as a 
quarryman in Tadcaster. 
 

When : Saturday 20th December 2025. 

Kick off : 15:00 

Where : Young Guns Arena, Ings Lane, Tadcaster, North Yorkshire, LS24 9AY. 

How much : Adults £6, Concessions £6, Youth (16-17) £2, U16s Free, Dogs allowed on a 
lead. 

 

Ian Clarkson frequently runs a supporters’ bus to the more distant away games provided 
there is enough support to make it worthwhile. Departure is usually from North Elmsall and 
cost varies with distance. Details will be posted on the club’s usual social media channels, or 
you can contact Ian on 07790 569075. Alternatively, if anyone is travelling to an away game 
by car and is willing to offer car share places, or is looking to travel to an away game but 
hasn’t got transport, please email media@frickleyathletic.co.uk with your contact details.  

  
Famous Five - Who Am I? Answers 
 

1. Elliott Andrew.  2. Jack McMenemy.  3. Christian Fuchs.  4. Ao Tanaka. 
5. Lawrence Shankland. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:media@frickleyathletic.co.uk
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YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

WILL SYKES 
Sponsored by 

ANNETSY 

 

 
SAM KILNER 

Sponsored by 

BROGAN MURPHY PHOTOGRAPHY  

 

 

YOUR LOGO COU 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

HARRY GAGEN 
Sponsored by 

 

THE AWARD WINNING MEDIA TEAM 

 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

HARLEY WILSON 
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

TOM RADLEY 
Sponsored by 

RUTH SIMPSON 

 

 
WILL JENKINSON 

Sponsored by 

#TEAMJENKO 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

SHAUN HESELWOOD  

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 
 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

TYLER SHEARD 
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

NIALL BUTCHART 
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 

 

 
JOEL SPENCE  

Sponsored by 

PIXEL PERFECT 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

LUCAS ROBINSON  
Sponsored by 

FRED STANSFIELD 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELLIOT ANDREW 
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 

 
TOM ALNGOHURU  

Sponsored by 

HOWDEN BUILDING SOLUTIONS  
 

Y 
! 

LUIS AFONSO FERREIRA  
Sponsored by 

STEVE PEARCE & HENRY 
 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

DESTINY IFEANYI NNENANUA  
Sponsored by 

FRICKLEY ATHLETIC U14s 
 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

SAM CABLE  
Sponsored by 

TONY CZAJKO 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

CHARLIE CLEGG 
Sponsored by 

FRICKLEY ATHLETIC LADIES 2ND XI 

 
 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

MARTYN WOOLFORD (Manager) 
Sponsored by 

GARETH DANDO & GERRY WRAY 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

LEWIS BINNS (Player/Coach) 

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 
 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

BAILEY LAND (Physio) 

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 
 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

MIKE CARMODY (Asst. Manager) 
Sponsored by 

JACOB LIDDLE 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

SHAYAN KEYGHOBADI 
Sponsored by 

MARK HYDE 

 



 

 

Pitch Square Sponsors  
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Linked to The Lane 
I’m an incorrigible collector of old A&BC, Panini,  

 



 

 

RThe emory Match  
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