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ATHLETIC  

 THACKLEY 

   
   Blue/White Shirts,  

Blue Shorts, Blue Socks 
 

Red Shirts,  
Red Shorts, Red Socks 

   
William Sykes 1 Liam Wilson 

Sam Kilner 2 Harry Hindley 

William Jenkinson 3 Alfie Gibbon 

Sam Tingle 4 Alex Washington 

Tom Radley 5 Lewis Morgan 

Cody Collins 6 Jack McClarin 

Luis Alfonso-Ferreira 7 Luke Brooks 

Joel Spence 8 Keanen Mannings 

Ifeanyi Nnenauua 9 Hass Gorji 

Niall Butchart 10 Nathan Hunt 

Tom Alngohuro 11 Paul Walker 

   Takunda Katsere 12 Tom Whelan 

Tyler Sheard 14 Kamron Basi 

Harley Wilson 15 Josh Owen 

Reuben Brewin-Hawkins  16 Declan Parker 

Tom Claisse 17 Alex Charlesworth 
 
 
 

REFEREE 

Adam Kennard 
 

ASSISTANT REFEREES 

David Sempers 
Neil Hunter 

 



 

 

Bluescene 
Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen, 
welcome to The SALUS Stadium for this 
afternoon’s Northern Counties East Premier 
Division game against Thackley. We give a 
warm welcome to Thackley’s players, 
officials and supporters and hope they have 
a safe trip home after the game.  

This afternoon’s visitors, Thackley, currently 
sit in 3rd place on 7 points after 3 games. 
Thackley’s recent form has seen them go 
unbeaten in the league so far in 2025/26. 
Starting with a 1-0 win at home to new boys 
Wombwell Town then repeated the trick at 
Rossington Main. And last Saturday, the 
Dennyboys hosted another newly promoted 
side, Horbury Town, and played out a 
goalless stalemate. The only fly in their 
ointment to date was a 4-0 drubbing at Irlam 
in the FA Cup Preliminary Round. 

The Blues come into today’s game in 12th 
place on 3 points after 2 games. Our first 3 
games of the season have seen us win 1 
and lose 2. Goals from Luis Afonso Ferreira 
and Tom Alngohuru gave us all 3 points on 
opening day as we downed visitors Albion 
Sports by 2 goals to 1. Since then 2 defeats 
by the only goal of the game have followed 
at Brighouse Town in the FA Cup and at 
Barton Town in the league last weekend. 

Our most recent meeting with Thackley was 
our league game in December 2024. Played 
at their Dennyfield ground, The Blues 
disappointingly lost 3-1. Callum Brook 
equalised for The Blues just before the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

break but 2 goals by the hosts in the last 10 
minutes gave them the spoils. Our last 
meeting here at The Wezzie was in 
November 2024 for Tom Claisse’s first 
home game in charge of The Azzurri. His 
charges did him proud, seeing Thackley off 
3-0, courtesy of goals from Rob Guilfoyle, 
Joel Spence and Jack Varley (a penalty). 
We also met in the FA Cup EP Round in 
August of last year. Thackley were 2-0 
victors but The Blues battled hard and did 
everything but score. 

Expect The Blues to be looking to do their 
utmost to build on their successful home 
start to the league season. 

In recruitment news, there’s already been 
movement in these early days of the 
season. Defender Cody Collins and 
midfielder Sam Tingle have been added to 
the squad, joining from Bottesford Town and 
Retford FC respectively. Cody has Frickley 
in his blood as 2 of his uncles, Simon and 
Scott have both lined up for The Blues. 
Also, Luke Williams has moved on to Club 
Thorne. We wish all 3 the best of luck. 

Our next game sees The Blues travel to 
Bottesford Town on Tuesday 19th August, 
7.45pm kickoff. The Blues are next in action 
here at Westfield Lane on Saturday 23rd 
August, when we set off on the road to 
Wembley (part deux!) and Maghull are our 
visitors, 3pm ko, in the FA Vase First Round 
Qualifying. We hope to see you all there. 

Enjoy the game and as always we thank 
you for your valued and continued support.  

#forzafrickley #FFTD 

 

 Ground Regulations 
 

Everybody that visits the Westfield Lane Stadium on match days must follow club rules and 
regulations. Any club official may ask you to leave the ground if you do any of the following: 

• Enter the ground without paying. 

• Enter the field of play before, during and after a game without permission. 

• Throw anything onto the field of play. 

• Use obscene or abusive language (racial or otherwise), or violence of any nature. 
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Meet The Visitors 1 
Thackley AFC is known as “the club in the woods” 
because of its idyllic setting in the heart of the 
Bradford countryside. Thackley is a true 
community football club because its location and 
standing put it at the heart of a busy and growing 
residential community. The area immediately 
surrounding the ground is used extensively as a 
leisure and recreational facility that attracts large 
numbers of our village to use the rural amenities 
for activities such as dog walking, bird watching, 
horse riding and rambling. 
The club was founded in 1930 by the younger 
members of Thackley Wesleyan Methodist 
Church which follows the trend of church 
affiliation set by Bolton Wanderers, Manchester 
City and Aston Villa among others. It is rumoured 
that young men were encouraged, by churches, 
to take up football and thus refrain from 
frequenting public houses. 
Thackley has a tradition of being administered by 
residents of the immediate locality. One of the 
originators of the club in the 1930s was Arthur 
Hylton who lived all his life less than a mile from 
the ground. He was assisted by his brother, 
Leslie, in building up a thriving and successful 
club that used the village youth for their playing 
members. All active members of the committee, 
at this time, lived within walking distance of the 
ground and this tradition has been maintained to 
the present day. The ambitious young Chairman, 
for example, has spent all his life as a Thackley 
resident and the committee is largely made up of 
people living and working within a stone’s throw 
of the club. 
Thackley’s nickname “The Dennyboys” refers to 
the ground Dennyfield which is named after the 
long serving groundsman George Denny who 
lived nearby. 
The clubhouse is named after Arthur Hylton who 
was secretary of Thackley during the formative 
years from the 1940’s until the 1970’s. Arthur’s 
contribution to the development of Thackley 
Football Club was greatly influential. Born and 
raised in Thackley he remained a loyal contributor 
to the club until his death. Thackley has a history 
of long serving secretaries. 
Stewart Willingham, who has now retired from the 
post and is now club president, took 
up his responsibilities in 1973 and was still going 
strong until 2016, a total of 43 years at the helm 
of a club at this level. Stewart was able to sustain 

this commitment because of the support he 
received from his better half, June, now sadly, no 
longer with us. The hospitality suite in the 
clubhouse is named in honour of Stewart and 
June, the Willingham Suite. At the beginning of 
the season Stewart received a long service award 
from the FA for his invaluable contribution to 
grass roots football and Thackley in particular. 
Thackley also has a tradition that provides playing 
facilities for all members of the community and 
this season we retain our Ladies’ team which 
makes an important contribution to football both 
at the club and in the surrounding area. 
Thackley’s development as a thriving football club 
has been steady and consistent. Progressing 
from the Bradford Mutual Sunday School League 
to the County Amateur League by 1939, Thackley 
has seen a constant rise through the league 
systems, the West Yorkshire League, the 
Yorkshire League (in 1967) and the NCEL when it 
was founded in 1982. Thackley AFC has retained 
a Premier Division place in every season since 
(the only club to have done so). 
There have been many successes during 
Thackley’s existence - County Amateur League 
winners five times, West Riding Challenge Cup 
1964 and 1967, West Riding County Cup 1974 
and 1975 and the Bradford and District Senior 
Cup 13 times (a competition record). 
Recent achievements include reaching the 
2010/11 final of the West Riding County Cup but 
lost in extra time to Guiseley, having twice held 
the lead, and winning the Toolstation NCEL 
League Cup in two consecutive years, 2011/12 
and 2012/13. 
The 2016/17 season saw a record points haul for 
the Dennyboys of 78 points, and resulted in 5th 
place finish in the League. This success was 
short lived, in the 2017/18 and 2018/19 seasons 
Thackley finished below mid-table in 15th 
position. 2019/20 was incomplete with Thackley, 
once again in the lower half of the table when 
games were suspended. 
After half a dozen seasons of finishing between 
14th and 16th, Thackley made significant 
improvement in finishing in 7th position in 
2023/24, then went even better in 2024/25 by 
finishing 5th and reaching the playoffs. 
In 2025/26 the team will be 
looking to further that 
upward trend and continue 
to play a large part in the 
life of their local community. 



 

 

Meet The Visitors 2 
Liam Wilson (Goalkeeper): Joined in pre-season 
2025/26 from Farsley Celtic. A graduate of the 
development squad with first team appearances as 
well. 
Alfie Gibbon (Defender): Alfie was part of the 
2024/25 team and is able to operate all along the 
back line. Gives 100% every time he plays. 
Kam Basi (Defender): Kam joins from Albion Sports 
where he has a decade of NCEL experience. A 
strong defender and a real leader. 
Adam Pow (Defender): An attacking left back who 
joins from Harrogate Town. Reads the game well 
and likes to be an attacking outlet on the left. 
Ousimane Sidibe (Defender): A strong defender 
who reads the game well and joins after experience 
at Horbury Town and Yorkshire Ams. 
Harry Hindle (Defender): An attacking full back who 
joined in time for the 2025/26 season. 
Lewis Morgan (Defender): Son of former Thackley 
manager, Dave, Lewis returns to provide much 
needed stability to the back line. A fiercely 
competitive defender who is equally proficient on the 
ground and in the air. 
Hass Gorji (Forward): Hass joins the club after 
having previous experience with Albion Sports and 
Eccleshill United. A real goal threat and a presence 
up front. 
Lucas Alexander (Midfielder): A graduate of the 
Guiseley AFC academy and able to play as an 
attacking midfielder. A free kick specialist. 
Ebenezer Ameho (Midfielder): A new addition to 
the Thackley squad for the 2025/26 season 
Ed Fitch (Forward): A young and direct winger with 
a big future in the game. Experience at Halifax Town 
and Farsley Celtic. 
Adrian Mangubalan (Defender/Midfielder): Can 
operate in a variety of roles. 
Declan Parker (Midfielder/Defender): Declan is 
capable of giving impetus to the attack, and is also 
the first line of defence. Declan’s previous clubs 
include Bridlington, Hemsworth MW and 
Handsworth. Rejoins after a season away. 
Paul Walker (Midfielder): Well known in non-league 
football in the area. Has appeared for Emley, 
Garforth Town and Bradford Park Avenue. Signing 
Wakka was a coup for Thackley. 
Josh Owen (Forward): A young player from the 
Bradford PA scholarship programme. Has an eye for 
goal and is one to watch in the future. 
Owen Murphy (Forward): Murph rejoins the 
Dennyboys after a spell away. Previously with 
Chesterfield and the FBT Academy. Owen is most 
effective when in a more attacking role, creating 
scoring opportunities for his colleagues. 

Yianni Abbas (Midfielder): A young player who 
joins from Bradford Park Avenue scholarship 
programme and can operate either as a wide 
attacking midfielder or a number 10. 
Philip Conteh (Defender/Midfielder): A powerful 
player who joined from Goole, and can operate in 
defence or midfield. 
Nathan Hunt (Midfielder): Nathan rejoins Thackley 
after originally joining at the start of 2024/25. Can 
operate in an attacking or a deeper role. Another 
who has an eye for goal. 
Keanan Mannings (Midfielder): Joined from 
Frickley Athletic where he made over 50 NCEL 
appearances. 
Tom Parkinson (Midfielder): A tricky winger who 
despite his young age has plenty of experience at 
Gainsborough Trinity, Selby, Goole and Winterton 
Rangers. 
Alex Washington (Midfielder): Alex joins from 
Maltby Main. With over 100 NCEL games under his 
belt, he can tackle, pass and drive the team on. 
Alex Charlesworth (Defender): Alex joins from 
Tadcaster. A versatile defender who can play 
anywhere along the back line. 
Josh Prior (Goalkeeper): Josh joins from Harrogate 
Town and provides further competition in the 
goalkeeping area. 
Jack McClarin (Midfielder): Jack joins from 
Harrogate Town. A central midfielder who can also 
operate in defence. 
Lucas Alexander (Midfielder): Signed on dual 
registration with Guiseley, Lucas is an attacking 
midfielder with real promise. 
Luke Brooks (Midfielder): Luke joins from Halifax 
Town. A player with bags of potential. 
Tabish Hussain (Forward): An experienced and 
skilful player who counts Albion Sports and Eccleshill 
United amongst his former teams. 
Jamie Price (Manager): Joined Thackley in pre-
season 2025/26. A former professional footballer 
with 75 EFL appearances and over 800 non-league 
appearances. Has extensive coaching experience at 
Emley and Selby. 
Josh Walsh (Assistant Manager): A young coach 
with previous experience as assistant manager at 
Tadcaster Albion and various other non-league clubs 
in Yorkshire. Known for his ability to spot promising 
young players. 
Alan Jackson (Physio): A former Premier League 
physio with vast experience of both the professional 
game and non-league. Jacko rejoins the Dennyboys 
for his second spell. 
Ryan Monk (Student 
Physio): Ryan joined Thackley 
during the 2024/25 season and 
has been a real asset to the 
club.  



 

 

Frickley’s History 
Frickley Athletic FC is based in the former coal 
mining village of South Elmsall. Recent research 
has shown that the first South Elmsall football 
team was formed in 1905 but was superseded in 
1908 by the newly formed Frickley Colliery 
Athletic Club and joined the South Yorkshire 
league which comprised of works, church and 
village teams. In 1910, the football club moved to 
the Sheffield Association League and first played 
in the FA Cup. 
The club remained in the Sheffield Association 
League (except for the war years) until 1922, 
finishing runners up in 1911/12, and winners in 
1920/21, our only ever league title.  
In 1922/23 Frickley joined the Yorkshire league 
and after finishing runners up in 1923/24, the club 
were elected into the Midland League, Although 
the club had to apply for re election several times 
pre war (and didn’t play in any league in 1933/34) 
it was kept going by the support of the 
mineworkers and the sale of players. 
1936/37 was Frickley’s worst ever league season 
when the club finished bottom with only 8 points, 
but amazingly reached the FA Cup 1st round 
proper for the first time. 
Post war, Frickley remained in the Midland league 
gaining its best finish, 7th, in 1945/46, but left the 
league on its break up at the end of 1959/60. 
From 1960/61 to 1969/70, Frickley Colliery played 
in the Cheshire County League, However, 
financial considerations led the club to join the 
Midland Counties League for 1970/71. They 
finished runners up in 1972/73, and were 
eventually elected into the NPL for the 1976/77 
season as Frickley Athletic. 
After finishing 3rd in 1979/80, the club was 
promoted into the Alliance Premier League, now 
the National League. Here they remained for 7 
years, the most successful in the club’s history, 
and in 1985/86 reached the FA Cup 3rd round 
proper, after beating a Football League club, 
Hartlepool Utd, only to lose 3-1 at home to 
Rotherham Utd. The club also finished as Gola 
League runners up. The following season saw a 
reversal as we were relegated back to the NPL. 
From 1987/88 to 1991/92 the club consistently  
finished around mid-table in the NPL. but did 
manage to reach the league cup final in 1991/92, 
losing 1-0 to Marine at Maine Road.  
The next few seasons saw Frickley finish in the 
lower reaches of the table. Then, in 2005/06 The 

Blues had their best league season for 20 years, 
finishing 2nd to Blyth Spartans. Unfortunately, the 
Blues lost on penalties in the playoff semi. 
In the following seasons Frickley returned to the 
lower half of the table, but 2015/16 saw the club 
have a great season to finish 7th. 
This was not repeated in 2016/17 as most of the 
players who had brought this success were 
attracted to join more affluent clubs. The club 
were relegated from the NPL Premier Division 
after being members for 30 years. 
2017/18 saw the club enter the NPL Division 1 
South, finishing 3rd in the league, scoring a record 
117 goals. Additionally, Jacob Hazel broke the 
club record for individual goals in a season with 
47 strikes. The season ended disappointingly with 
playoff semi final defeat at the hands of Stamford. 
2018/19, in the new NPL East Division, was less 
successful, seeing managerial changes and a 
12th place finish. However, the season had its 
highlights, with victory at highflying Morpeth and a 
10-1 win over Liversedge in the FA Cup. 
More change followed prior to the start of 
2019/20. A further league reorganisation which 
put the Blues into the NPL South East Division 
was accompanied by a new manager. An 
inauspicious start lead to the appointment of 
Dave Frecklington in September 2019.  
Frecks rapidly turned the side’s fortunes around, 
before lockdown ended the season. 2020/21 
ultimately suffered the same fate. 
Frecks built what looked like strong squad for the 
2021/22 season, able to compete for promotion 
from the newly formed NPL East Division. 
However, things didn’t pan out the way that was 
hoped. Key departures lead to a run of form that 
saw the club relegated to the Northern Counties 
East League for the first time in our history. 
In the summer of 2022, former Blue, Wayne 
Benn, was appointed as manager, with ex-
Frickley goal scoring legend Andy Hayward as his 
assistant. There were occasional highs but Benn 
resigned in early 2023 so Patrick McGuire came 
in to avoid a second successive relegation. 
2023/24 started well, and included an 8-0 win at 
Goole, but ended with the release of McGuire.  
James Baxendale was in the hot seat for the start 
of 2024/25 but left in October.  
Tom Claisse took the reins in November 2024 
and successfully avoided 
relegation. Tom and his team will 
be looking to bring back winning 
ways to Westfield Lane in 25/26.  



 

 

Memory Match 

As usual, we’ve got 2 memory matches for you. This week we have a pair of ‘almost on this 
day’ games, both played here at The Wezzie. The first match was a Preliminary round tie 
against Runcorn Town, played on Saturday 19th August 2017. A 2-1 victory, with Ben Wiles 
of Rotherham United and Huddersfield Town fame in the ranks, ensured that The Azzurri 
went into the next round. Then the second game is from Saturday 20th August 1966, when, 
despite financial constraints, The Blues were 3-0 winners over Witton Albion in the Cheshire 
County League. With thanks to JL. 

 
 
 



 

 

Memory Match (Cont.)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Famous Five – Who Am I?  
 

1. Current Frickley attacker who scored what turned out to be the winning goal 
against Albion Sports and has also played for Pickering Town. 

2. A popular ex-Blue who will probably be anchoring the midfield for today’s visitors 
Thackley. 

3. Super sub midfielder, scored the winning penalty for England Women in their 
shootout win over Spain in the Euros final. 

4. Former Wolves and Sheffield United midfielder who has signed a new contract with 
his current club, Nottingham Forest. 

5. Columbian winger who has moved from Liverpool to Bayern Munich for a fee of 
£65 million. 

 

       Answers on the ‘Awaydays’ page 



 

 

Match Reports 
Frickley 2 Albion Sports 1 
The 2025/26 season kicked off in style as The 
Azzurri put in a confident display to claim a 
deserved 2-1 win over Albion Sports, despite a 
raft of absences stretching the squad.  
The afternoon started with a very moving minute’s 
applause to commemorate the sad passing of 
Tracy Clarkson, friend to the club and, mum of 
our secretary Joel and wife to Ian. RIP Tracy. 
To the game, the opening stages saw The Blues 
settle quickly, with Robbo going close in the 7th 
minute, sending a 25 yard effort just wide. A 
minute later, a nervous moment at the back saw 
Butch fouled to concede possession, but Sykes 
was alert to collect Albion’s half chance. 
The breakthrough came in the 12th minute as 
relentless pressure paid off when Luis AF 
charged down a defender’s clearance, the ball 
rolling into the net to make it 1-0.  
Albion thought they had levelled 7 minutes later, 
but their effort was chalked off for offside. 
Gagen caused real problems down the flank, 
twice getting in behind the defence. First time, 
wrongly flagged offside after a superb run, and 
again with a dangerous cross that just missed its 
intended target.  
At the other end, Jenkinson, Katsere, and Kilner 
stood firm, keeping the Albion front line at bay. 
Albion had a couple of sniffs before the break, a 
flicked header wide and a wild shot over the bar, 
but Sykes capped off the half with a composed 
claim in added time, sending The Boys in Blue 
into the interval with their noses in front. HT 1-0. 
The second half saw more of the same, calm 
handling from Sykes early on and another big 
chance when Butch found Tom A, only for the 
keeper to smother the ball at his feet.  
Albion pushed, but Sykes was equal to a low 
drive in the 58th minute. 
Just past the hour mark, Tom A lit up proceedings 
with a sensational solo run, weaving through 
defenders before finishing coolly to double the 
lead, celebrating with a Hugo Sanchez 
somersault (Google him, kids!). 
Robbo then set up Willo for a blocked shot, and 
Luis nearly added another after a tough (illegal!) 
challenge on Gagen, but the ref waved play on.  
Destiny, introduced from the bench, got into good 
positions late on but was twice denied, first by the 
keeper, then by the outside of the post deep into 

stoppage time. 
In between Destiny’s chances, Albion pulled one 
back in the 86th minute through a Cartman 
header. Despite their desperate late efforts, it was 
too little too late from the visitors. FT 2-1. 
WEBMASTER MOTM – I could make a decent 
case for every man jack of them. Sykesy’s 
handling was a thing of beauty, he could’ve 
juggled Ming vases and they’d have been safe. 
Harry Gagen surged out of defence to cause 
chaos in the Albion back 4. Jenko, TK and Sam 
Kilner were like the 3 heads of Cerberus, 
guarding the gates of Hades – thou shalt not 
pass. Tyler Sheard and Butch covered every 
blade of grass as they hassled and harried. Willo 
held his position brilliantly, allowing Tom A and 
Lucas Robinson to run Albion ragged. Luis AF 
was pacey, dogged and classy in equal measure. 
And then there was our subs, Destiny stretched 
tired Albion legs and gets a couple of goals on 
another day, while Tom Cotson helped to shackle 
Albion in those crucial minutes after they scored. 
No surprise then, that the Glitterball does go to 
every man jack of them. Bellissimo, boys! 
TWITTER MOTM – Lucas Robinson narrowly 
takes it from Luis Afonso Ferreira, Tom Alngohuru 
and Will Jenkinson. Tyler Sheard and ‘everybody’ 
also polled votes. Thanks to all who voted. 
SPONSORS/VOLUNTEERS MOTM – Tom 
Alngohuru was chosen, by Richard Hill. Well 
done, Tom! 
183 through the gate. Thank you for such superb 
support to start the season! 
 

Brighouse Town 1 Frickley 0 (FA Cup) 
The Azzurri’s FA Cup campaign came to an early 
end with a narrow 1-0 defeat away at Brighouse 
Town, despite a battling performance, especially 
after the break, and a flurry of late chances. 
Sporting our new grey away strip for the first time, 
the Frickley lads made it clear early on that we 
weren’t getting rolled over without a fight.  
After Sheard’s low drive skidded wide of the post 
on 10 minutes, the home side responded with 
attacking intent of their own. Sykes was called 
into action in the 11th minute to block a shot with 
his legs, and again on 20 minutes to hold a firm 
header. Sam Kilner was alive to the danger as he 
made a goal line clearance soon after. 
The pressure continued to mount, and Tom A’s 
38th minute free kick nearly produced a 
breakthrough when Collins’s header was cleared 
off the line amid a melee in the Brighouse box. 
As the first half came to a close, The Blues/Greys 



 

 

Match Reports (Cont.) 
were forced to defend deep, with Sykes saving 
smartly from a tricky Brighouse free kick and 
Gagen mopping up the loose ball. HT 0-0. 
Just 90 seconds into the second half, a Brighouse 
sub got on the end of a chipped pass into space 
in the penalty area and slid the ball past Sykes 
into the far corner to give his side the advantage. 
The Azzurri responded positively. Destiny was 
introduced and immediately made his presence 
felt with a fierce shot, well held, on 55 minutes, 
quickly followed by a header that sailed over. 
The Blues/Greys continued to threaten from Tom 
A’s set pieces. At the other end, Sykes kept us in 
it with a fingertip save in the 66th minute, before 
Gagen was again in the right place to head a goal 
bound effort off the line. 
Jenko went close with a header from a free kick 
before being replaced by Radley after picking up 
a knock. Destiny nearly found the equaliser, 
latching onto a Tom A through ball, but his shot 
was smothered by the Brighouse keeper. 
The Boys in Blue/Grey threw everything forward 
in the dying seconds. In the 3rd minute of 
stoppage time, Butch tested the keeper with a low 
drive from the edge of the box. A minute later, 
Radz’s header from a corner looked to have 
levelled the tie, only for a Brighouse defender to 
nod it off the line with his keeper beaten. FT 1-0. 
WEBMASTER MOTM – we went toe to toe with 
an NPL side and never looked second best. 
Plenty of guts on show all over the park but the 
defensive unit was the standout. And coming off 
the bench, Destiny was such a handful, turning 
the tide, and Radz almost won it for us. But the 
Glitterball goes to Cody Collins on his debut. His 
calm, assured defending was Hansen-esque. 
Congrats, CoCo!  
TWITTER MOTM – Cody Collins narrowly takes it 
from Destiny, Niall Butchart and Sam Kilner. 
Harry Gagen also polled votes. Thanks to all who 
voted. 
SPONSORS/VOLUNTEERS MOTM – Cody 
Collins was chosen by Mark Ainge. Well done, 
CC! 
151 through the gate, with a tres bien following 
from Pays de SESKU. Thank you for such 
vociferous support on the road! 
 

Barton Town 1 Frickley 0  
The Blues suffered a single goal reverse at 
Barton Town in a match where our effort and 

endeavour went unrewarded. 
The Blues started brightly. On 12 minutes, 
Destiny caused real problems down the flank, his 
run forcing a scramble in the box and earning a 
corner. 7 minutes later, another good spell of 
possession resulted in a second corner, with Tom 
A’s short delivery creating havoc in the Barton 
area. A shot crashed against the post before 
Spence fired the rebound over. 
But on 22 minutes, Barton took the lead in 
dubious circumstances. A run down the right saw 
a Barton forward go clean through, looking 
several yards offside. Will Sykes made an 
excellent save from the initial effort, but Lewis 
Stephens was on hand to tap in the rebound. 
The hosts threatened little in open play, with one 
wayward effort in the 32nd minute getting an lbw 
on the cricket pitch next door. Meanwhile, The 
Blues kept pressing, Destiny heading narrowly 
over from a Tom A delivery on 39 minutes.  
Sykes then averted the danger caused by a cross 
just before the break by stopping an unmarked 
header at the back post. HT 1-0. 
The Azzurri came out strong in the second half. 
Destiny again forced the keeper into action on 48 
minutes, while at the other end, Sykes pulled off a 
superb double save to deny Barton on 54 
minutes. Destiny struck the upright on 63 minutes 
as The Azzurri continued to pile on the pressure. 
The match had its share of questionable 
officiating, with some odd advantage calls and a 
couple of suspect bookings for Kilner and 
Spence. And a challenge that left Sam Tingle with 
rather more than a tingling sensation went 
unpunished. 
In the closing stages, Tingle unleashed a 
stunning strike, only to see it tipped over by the 
Barton keeper to send The Azzurri home empty 
handed. FT 1-0. 
WEBMASTER MOTM – the only thing we did 
wrong was not sticking the ball in the net. The 
team is looking very competitive but the Glitterball 
goes jointly to Will Sykes for crucial saves, Sam 
Kilner for solid fullbackery, and Destiny who did 
everything but score. Tebrikler, Tri-Hards! 
TWITTER MOTM – Destiny takes it from Cody 
Collins, Joel Spence and Sam Kilner. Will Sykes 
also polled votes. Thanks to all who voted. 
SPONSORS/VOLUNTEERS MOTM – Will Sykes 
was chosen, by Mark Ainge. Well done, Sykesy! 
301 through the gate, with a formidable SE 
contingent. Thank you for travelling all that way to 
back The Boys in Blue! 



 

 

Everywhere We Go 
Brighouse 
Croydon Council might’ve barely finished clearing 
the ticker tape from Crystal Palace’s open top bus 
parade for winning the FA Cup, their first, in May, 
but The Azzurri were on the road to Wembley at 
Brighouse Town in the Extra Preliminary Round. 
We hadn’t been to Brighouse for a few seasons, 
since our relegation from the NPL, although they 
tried their best to renew hostilities by getting 
relegated at the end of last season, only to get a 
reprieve. So a cup tie will have to do. 
Brighouse’s ground at St Giles Road carries the 
catchy sponsors name 
of the Heffernan 
Utilities Stadium, and 
sits quietly behind 
wasteland and the rows 
of houses, with only its 
floody pylons giving 
away its position. 
It’s not a terribly old 
ground as the club only 
moved there in the 
1980s when their 
previous ground was 
redeveloped for 
housing. 
St Giles Road is small and straightforward, with 
covered seating in a main stand which runs along 
one side of the pitch and covers a little over half 
its length, sheltered under a corrugated roof to 
echo the cheers/groans (bottom pic). The rest of 
the ground is open hard standing and low 
terracing, giving us the choice of moving freely to 
follow the action, as is the norm at our level. 

Behind one goal sits a little clubhouse, where 
many shuffle around the perimeter to at half time 
to pick up a cup of tea, a pie, or a slice of non-
league nostalgia. 
While the facilities are basic, there’s the will to 
improve, with new floodlights on the way (like 
ourselves). It’s not a ground of grandeur, but 
rather one of ramshackle charm, a no frills venue 
where you can hear every shout and catcall.  
It can be a bit bleak and windswept in the cold 
and rain of autumn and winter but on this 
occasion it was comfortably shirtsleeves weather. 
Very welcome it was too. 
To the game. We haven’t beaten higher division 
opposition in the FA Cup since 2011 when we 

saw off Harrogate Town 
after a replay in the 2nd 
qualifying round. Well, 
our wait for another FA 
Cup ‘giant’ killing goes 
on. A soft Brighouse 
goal, scored seconds 
after the restart, belies 
our steely resolve for 
much of the game, but 
was ultimately the only 
goal of the game. 
I write most years that 
Barry Fry basically said 
“I hate cup football” - 

profanity removed. I still see no reason to 
disagree with a footballing philosopher of Barry’s 
great stature. 
No matter. The game ended with the most of the 
noise coming from the travelling Blue Faithful, 
clapping the lads off the pitch. We’re part of 
something small but stubbornly proud, regardless 
of the result.  



 

 

Linked to The Lane 
I’m an incorrigible collector of old A&BC, Panini, 
Merlin, Topps, etc. football cards and stickers, 
and it struck me how many of the players pictured  
had links to Frickley Athletic. They might have 
played for or against us at some point, or are 
related to one of The Azzurri past or present. Or 
the connection might be even more tenuous! But 
you can be sure it was the highlight of their career 
;) 
 
This week it’s someone who was a visiting 
manager to The Wezzie several times in 
the 1950s with Peterborough United in the 
old Midland League, a thorn in Frickley 
sides as they won the league several times 
before they were elected to the EFL in 
1960. And he played for Bradford City, 
amongst others, one of Thackley’s local pro 
clubs.     
Born just up the road in 
Campsall in 1914, George 
Hedley Swindin began his 
footballing journey in non-
league, playing for clubs 
such as Rotherham YMCA 
and New Stubbin Colliery, 
before catching the attention 
of the scouts. His big break 
came in 1934 when he joined 
Bradford City, quickly 
establishing himself as a 
goalkeeper of promise in the 
Second Division. 
In 1936, his form earned him 
a move to Arsenal, the 
dominant side of the the 
1930s in English football. Despite initial 
competition for the number 1 shirt, Swindin 
soon became Arsenal’s first choice keeper, 
praised for his bravery, athleticism, and 
positional awareness, attributes that set him 
apart in an era when keepers often faced 
brutal physical challenges. 
He played a key role in Arsenal’s successful 
1937/38 league campaign, helping the club 
secure the First Division title, appearing in 18 
league matches. 
World War II interrupted Swindin’s career, as it 
did for many players of his generation. He served 
in the military and played in wartime matches for 
Arsenal and as a guest for several other clubs. 

When the Football League resumed in 1946, 
Swindin returned to Arsenal’s goal during a 
crucial rebuilding period. 
Post war, Swindin played nearly every match as 
Arsenal once again won the First Division title in 
1947/48 as he and his defence allowed the 
fewest goals in the league.  
Swindin added another major honour in 1950, 
winning the FA Cup with Arsenal after a 2-0 
victory over Liverpool at Wembley.  
He played his final game for Arsenal in 1953, the 
year the club won yet another Championship. 

Although by then the starting 
role had gone to Jack Kelsey. 
In total, he made 297 official 
appearances for Arsenal, a 
figure that would have been 
significantly higher had 
wartime matches counted 
toward his numbers. 
Surprisingly, considering his 
club form and success, 
Swindin was never capped by 
the England senior team. 
Their loss. 
After retiring as a player, 

Swindin moved into management with 
Peterborough United in 1954. He enjoyed 
remarkable success there, guiding the club to 

3 consecutive Midland League titles. 
In 1958, Arsenal turned to 

their former player and 
appointed Swindin as 
manager. However, 
Arsenal did finish third in 
the First Division in his 
first season but failed to 
win any major trophies in 
his time at the helm, and 
he was replaced in 1962 
by Billy Wright. 
Swindin later managed 
Norwich City, Cardiff City, 
Kettering Town and 
Corby Town, and had a 

brief stint in Cyprus. He eventually retired from 
football altogether, passing away in 2005 at the 
age of 90.  
George Swindin’s legacy is that he represents the 
kind of understated excellence that holds teams 
together. Rather more than can be said of the 
artist who drew him for his cigarette card 
‘likeness’… 



 

 

Blues Squad 24/25 
Reuben Brewin-Hawkins (Defender/Midfielder): 
RBH was with Gainsborough’s U21s and 1st team in 
23/24, whilst also playing in the NCEL at Rossington 
and Armthorpe, before joining us in 2024. A man-
mountain, he’s developing into quite some player. 
Joel Spence (Midfielder): Joel 90 was at Armthorpe 
before joining us and he’s been on the books of 
Rotherham United before plenty of experience at 
Belper Town, Ossett United and Wakefield. 
Deservedly won player of the season in 24/25. 
Will Sykes (Goalkeeper): The Holy Goalie is a 
highly rated young stopper who joined us from 
Hallam, against whom he saved a penalty towards 
the end of last season. 
Niall Butchart (Defender/Midfielder/Forward): The 
Butcher is a versatile squad member. He is a former 
youth teamer at Altrincham, then was at Winsford 
United, Swallownest, Armthorpe and Goole. 
Tom Alngohuru (Midfielder/Forward): The Guru is 
a defender’s nightmare. He joined last season from 
Ossett United. Prior to that he was at the York City 
and i2i academies, and has played almost 80 games 
for Pickering Town. 
Harry Gagen (Defender): Gadge is a Rolls Royce of 
a defender who started out at Barnsley but has 
joined us from Ossett United.  
Luis Afonso-Ferreira (Midfielder/Forward): The 
Ferrari is a rapid forward who puts teams on the 
back foot. He has plenty experience from time at the 
likes of Retford United, Parkgate and Albion Sports. 
Sam Cable (Forward): The Power is a handful of an 
attacker. Since starting out in our U19s over a 
decade ago, he is now in his 3rd spell with the club 
after spells at Barton Town, Garforth and others. 
Will Jenkinson (Defender): Jenko is a footballing 
defender who joins us from Parkgate, having started 
out at Rotherham United. 
Takunda Katsere (Defender): The Thunder is a big, 
strong defender with loads of potential. Has previous 
NCEL experience at Goole, Selby Town, Athersley 
Rec and Wombwell Town. 
Sam Kilner (Defender): A NCEL title winner at 
Silsden last season, Killer is a highly proficient 
fullback who has also been at Buxton, Mossley, 
Hemsworth and Knaresborough. 
Ifeanyi Nnenanua (Forward): Goes by the name of 
Destiny, he’s a committed young striker who is 
always in the thick of it. He’s been at the i2i academy 
and has previously played for Pickering Town.  
Martyn Woolford (Midfielder/Forward): The 
Woolfman started at The Wezzie in 2005. He is a 
very classy attacking midfielder who has been in the 
EFL with the likes of York, Scunthorpe and Blades 
since then but back home now for a 3rd spell.  

Thomas Radley (Defender): A long time target, 
Radz is a big centre half who was skipper at Shelley 
last season so brings quality and leadership into our 
back line. 
Lucas Robinson (Midfielder/Forward): A rangey 
winger with an eye for goal,  Cool Hand Lucas 
comes to us from Harrogate Railway but has been at 
Goole and Barton too. 
Wilfey Woodham (Midfielder): Win-win is a top 
midfielder making the step up from our U23s side. 
Tyler Sheard (Defender/Midfield/Forward): 
VersaTyler is another who can do a job anywhere on 
the park, team before self every time. And he’s 
another of our U23s stepping up for 1st team duties. 
Alfie Studd (Defender/Midfielder): The Studd Wall 
is a confident performer who has come right through 
our academy system. He’s a local lad - his dad once 
lived 2 doors down from our head of media! 
Tom Cotson (Defender/Midfielder): Top Cat is also 
hot off our U23s production line. Wherever he plays, 
his composure belies his years. 
Harley Wilson (Midfielder): Hells Angel is a 
midfielder who knows his way round at this level with 
time served at Rossington Main, Penistone Church, 
Wombwell Town and Dinnington Town. 
Sam Tingle (Midfielder): The Sting is a smart and 
energetic midfielder who joins from Retford FC but 
also has experience at Hemsworth MW, Ponte Colls 
and Ossett Utd, where he played with Tom Claisse. 
Cody Collins (Defender): The Force is a defender 
with pedigree, his dad was a pro and 2 uncles played 
for the club. Comes to us from Bottesford after time 
at Mansfield Town, Gainsborough and Rossington. 
Harold Edjangue (Goalkeeper): The Mantis is a 
talented keeper from Yorkshire Amateurs. 
Lewis Binns (Defender/Midfielder/Coach): Binno 
is a rock of a defender/midfielder. This local lad has 
played for a number of clubs, including South Kirkby 
and Armthorpe. Already a Frickley legend, the 
Supporters’ Player of the Season in 22/23 is back 
from injury, and is part of the coaching team too. 
Lee Crooks (Defender/Midfielder/Asst Manager): 
When Crooksy came on as sub in the final game of 
24/25, he became one of the oldest players ever to 
appear for The Blues. Having played many times in 
the EFL for Man City, Barnsley, Bradford City and 
Rochdale, the muscle memory is second to none. 
Tom Claisse (Defender/Midfielder/Manager): 
Claisse Act was appointed manager in November 
2024. He started out at Leeds United then Bradford 
City. Since then he’s been at a host clubs in the NPL 
and NCEL (winning it 4 times), most recently at 
Hallam, and has played for the RAF 
and Armed Forces. He was coach at 
Emley and joint manager at Ossett. 
And he carried the FA Cup to the 
Royal Box in 2018! 



 

 

Frickley Player Statistics  
 

Frickley Athletic Apps. & Goal Scoring Record Career         

Up to & Including Saturday 9th August 2025           

  League Cups Total Sub. Grand Gls c/s 

      Starts Apps. Total     

Martyn Woolford 50 11 61 5 66 15   

Lewis Binns 44 6 50 12 62 3   

Joel Spence 36 5 41 1 42 4   

Ruben Brewin-Hawkins 20 1 21 6 27     

Sam Cable 8 2 10 16 26 5   

Luke Williams 12 2 14 4 18 2   

Niall Butchart 11 1 12 5 17 1   

William Sykes 14 1 15 0 15   2 

Tom Alngohuro 9 1 10 5 15 3   

Harry Gagen 10 1 11 0 11     

Tom Claisse 5 0 5 1 6     

Sam Kilner 2 1 3 0 3     

William Jenkinson 2 1 3 0 3     

Luis Afonso-Ferreira 2 1 3 0 3 1  

Tyler Sheard 1 1 2 1 3     

Ifeanyi Nnenanya 1 0 1 2 3     

Cody Collins 1 1 2 0 2     

Tom Radley 1 0 1 1 2     

Takunda Katsere 1 0 1 0 1     

Lucas Robinson 1 0 1 0 1     

Sam Tingle 1 0 1 0 1     

Lee Crooks 0 0 0 1 1     

Tom Cotson 0 0 0 1 1     

Harley Wilson 0 0 0 1 1     
 

PREVIOUS RESULTS ON THIS DAY 16TH AUGUST 
 

Year Day H/A Comp. Opponent Result Frickley Scorers 

1982 Mon A APL Northwich Victoria Lost 1-2 Wadsworth 

1986 Sat H GMVC Maidstone United Lost 0-2   

2003 Sat H NPL Runcorn FC Halton Lost 1-2  Marquis 

2008 Sat A NPL Witton Albion Drawn 1-1 Pell 

2011 Tue A NPL Chorley Lost 0-6   

2014 Sat H NPL Rushall Olympic Draw 1-1 OG. 

2016 Tue A NPL Workington Lost 0-2   

2022 Tue H NCELP Silsden AFC Lost 2-3 Grist, Hall 
 

 
 



 

 

Macron NCEL Premier Division Table 
 

  As at 13.08.25 P W D L F A GD P 

1 Tadcaster Albion 3 3 0 0 8 3 5 9 

2 Penistone Church 3 2 1 0 4 2 2 7 

3 Thackley 3 2 1 0 2 0 2 7 

4 Parkgate 3 1 2 0 4 2 2 5 

5 Pickering Town 3 1 2 0 5 4 1 5 

6 Barton Town 3 1 2 0 4 3 1 5 

7 Rossington Main 3 1 1 1 5 2 3 4 

8 Liversedge 3 1 1 1 5 4 1 4 

9 Campion 2 1 1 0 3 2 1 4 

10 Knaresborough Town 2 1 1 0 2 1 1 4 

11 Eccleshill United 3 1 1 1 2 2 0 4 

12 Frickley Athletic 2 1 0 1 2 2 0 3 

13 Horbury Town 3 0 3 0 2 2 0 3 

14 Handsworth 3 1 0 2 2 4 -2 3 

15 Sheffield 1 0 1 0 2 2 0 1 

16 Beverley Town 4 0 1 3 5 9 -4 1 

17 Golcar United 2 0 0 2 3 5 -2 0 

18 Albion Sports 2 0 0 2 2 4 -2 0 

19 Wombwell Town 2 0 0 2 0 4 -4 0 

20 Bottesford Town 2 0 0 2 0 5 -5 0 
 

PREVIOUS GAMES BETWEEN FRICKLEY & THACKLEY 
 

Season Date Comp. H/A Result Frickley  Scorers 
            

2022/23 Sat. 1st October 22 NCELP A L 1-2 Keita 

  Sat. 18th February 23 NCELP H L 0-3   

2023/24 Sat. 11th November 23 NCELP H W 3-0 Walker.Townrow,Boocock 

  Sat. 30th March 24 NCELP A L 1-2 James 

2024/25 Sat. 3rd Auust 24 FACEPR A L 0-2   

  Tue.5th November 24 NCELP H  W 3-0 Guilfoyle, Spence, Varley 

  Sat. 21st December 24 NCELP A L 1-3 Brook. 

 

ON THIS DAY IN FOOTBALL – 16TH AUGUST 
 

1890 - The first fixtures were played in the Scottish League with four matches played, Cambuslang hammering 
Vale of Leven 8-2 in one of them. 
 

1982 – Former England defender Joleon Lescott was born in Birmingham. Lescott made the majority of his 500 
league appearances for Wolves, Everton and Manchester City. It was wi City that he won 2 Premier League 
titles along with the FA Cup and League Cup once each. He also earned 26 caps for his country. 
 

2006 - Steve McClaren took charge of his first match as England manager, dropping David Beckham for the 
friendly against European champions Greece at Old Trafford which England won 4-0. 



 

 

Macron NCEL Division One Table 
 

  As at 13.08.25 P W D L F A GD P 

1 Harrogate Railway Athletic 5 3 2 0 12 5 7 11 

2 South Leeds 4 3 1 0 9 5 4 10 

3 Goole 4 3 0 1 12 3 9 9 

4 Dearne and District 4 3 0 1 9 3 6 9 

5 Armthorpe Welfare 3 3 0 0 10 5 5 9 

6 Club Thorne 3 3 0 0 5 1 4 9 

7 Ilkley Town 4 2 1 1 6 5 1 7 

8 Crowle Colts 4 2 1 1 4 5 -1 7 

9 Route One Rovers 4 2 0 2 8 4 4 6 

10 Selby Town 4 2 0 2 7 6 1 6 

11 Athersley Recreation 4 2 0 2 7 7 0 6 

12 Worsbrough Bridge Athletic 4 2 0 2 4 7 -3 6 

13 Maltby Main 4 1 2 1 5 7 -2 5 

14 Wakefield 4 1 1 2 10 11 -1 4 

15 Doncaster City 4 1 1 2 6 7 -1 4 

16 Louth Town 4 1 1 2 6 7 -1 4 

17 Appleby Frodingham 5 1 1 3 5 8 -3 4 

18 Leeds UFCA 4 1 1 2 4 8 -4 4 

19 Winterton Rangers 4 1 0 3 6 8 -2 3 

20 Brigg Town 4 0 1 3 5 12 -7 1 

21 Glasshoughton Welfare 4 0 1 3 5 12 -7 1 

22 Nostell Miners Welfare 4 0 0 4 2 11 -9 0 

 
 



 

  Frickley Athletic Football Club         Macron NCEL Premier 2025-26    
Date Opponents… 

Res
. 

Att. Pos. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Sub Sub Sub Sub Sub 
 
 

  
sub 

26.07.25 Albion Sports 2-1 183 03 Sykes Kilner Gagen Butchart Katsere Jenkinson Williams Sheard Alfonso-F Robinson Alngohuro Cotson Nnenanya       

02.08.25 Brighouse FACEPR 0-1 151  Sykes Kilner Jenkinson Butchart Gagen Collins Alfonso-F Spence Woolford Sheard Alngohuro Radley Nnenanya       

09.08.25 Barton Town 0-1 301 12 Sykes Kilner Jenkinson Tingle Radley Collins Alfonso-F Spence Nnenauua Butchart Alngohuro Wilson        

16.08.25 Thackley                       

19.08.25 Bottesford Town                       

23.08.25 Maghull  FAV1Q                       

26.08.25 Tadcaster Alb.                       

30.08.25 Penistone Chu.                       

02.09.25 Liversedge                       

06.09.25 Parkgate                       

09.09.25 Knaresborough                       

13.09.25 Golcar United                       

17.09.25 Campion                       

20.09.25 Pickering Town                       

27.09.25 Sheffield FC                       

04.10.25 Beverley Town                       

11.10.25 Handsworth                       

14.10.25 Bottesford T LC2                       

18.10.25 Eccleshill Utd.                       

25.10.25 Wombwell Town                       

01.11.25 Rossington Mn.                       

08.11.25 Horbury Town                       

15.11.25 Albion Sports                       

22.11.25 Knaresborough                       

29.11.25 Barton Town                       

06.12.25 Thackley                       

13.12.25 Bottesford Town                       

20.12.25 Tadcaster Alb.                       

27.12.25 Penistone Chu.                       

03.01.26 Liversedge                       

10.01.26 Parkgate                       

17.01.26 Golcar United                       

24.01.26 Campion                       

31.01.26 Pickering Town                       

07.02.26 Sheffield FC                       

14.02.26 Handsworth                       

21.02.26 Beverley Town                       

14.03.26 Eccleshill Utd.                       

21.03.26 Wombwell Town                       

28.03.26 Rossington Main                       

04.04.26 Horbury Town                       

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        



 

 

Fixtures & Fittings 
Every year, the release of the Premier League 
fixture list sparks excitement among fans eager to 
see when their teams will face each opponent. 
Ever wondered how they come up with the fixture 
list? Well, wonder no more….  
Behind the scenes, the creation of this 380 match 
schedule is the result of a meticulous, months-
long process involving the coordination of 2,036 
games across the top 4 divisions of English 
football. 
The responsibility for compiling the fixtures falls to 
Glenn Thompson of Atos, an international IT 
services company. His work begins early in the 
year, once the Premier League provides the 
playing dates. The process starts by mapping out 
the immovable elements: FIFA’s international 
breaks, the European club competitions, now 
more complex under 
expanded formats, and the 
dates reserved by the 
Football Association for its 
tournaments. What 
remains are the available 
slots for league and 
League Cup fixtures. 
Consultation also plays a role. 
Fan representatives from the 
Football Supporters’ Federation 
and other stakeholders offer 
input. Around March, clubs 
receive a form from the Premier 
League to note any dates they 
would prefer not to play at home, 
often decided in collaboration with 
local police, and to specify whether they wish to 
avoid certain Boxing Day matchups. 
After the Football League play-offs conclude and 
the composition of each division is finalised, 
Thompson and his team place each club into a 
“pairing grid,” which determines their home and 
away sequences. The fixture computer then uses 
this grid to randomly generate matchups for each 
date, within strict rules: no team will play more 
than two consecutive home or away games; the 
season will never begin or end with two home or 
two away matches; and, wherever possible, home 
and away games will alternate around FA Cup 
ties. Special care is taken during the Christmas 
period so that clubs alternate home and away 
fixtures between Boxing Day and New Year’s 
Day. 

Travel logistics are another factor. To avoid 
congestion on rail and road networks, the 
scheduling team works to prevent multiple clubs 
from the same region travelling along the same 
routes on the same day. Boxing Day and New 
Year’s Day fixtures are also chosen to minimise 
long journeys for supporters. In cities with multiple 
clubs, such as Liverpool and Everton in 
Merseyside, or the numerous teams across 
London, home matches are carefully staggered to 
avoid clashes. 
Previous seasons can influence the new 
schedule. If a club faced a particularly 
unfavourable run of fixtures one year, efforts are 
made to avoid repeating that pattern the next. Yet 
even with all this planning, issues can arise that 
require the fixture list to be reworked entirely. 
Once the computer generates a draft, 
representatives from the Premier League, the 
Football League, and Atos spend days reviewing 
every date, checking that all requests and 

constraints have been met. The 
software can quickly propose 

alternative dates for 
problematic fixtures, 
though a single change 
can sometimes trigger 

dozens of knock-on 
adjustments. 

For Thompson, the task is 
      a constant balancing act. 

“You can’t satisfy everyone,” he 
admits. The aim is fairness, 
ensuring no club is favoured, and 
that all 2,036 matches can be 

        played as scheduled over the 9 month 
season. In the end, the fixture list that excites 
millions of fans is the product of careful planning, 
intricate rules, and countless compromises.  
Then Sky Sports and the other TV companies get 
involved so that the likes of West Ham have to go 
to Everton on a Monday night. It’s not easy. 
But that’s just the Premier League. As mentioned, 
there’s another 72 EFL clubs, and don’t forget the 
72 National League clubs and countless others in 
the pyramid and beyond. Alan Turing would have 
his work cut out. 
We’ve seen fixture changes aplenty in the 
Frickley schedule already this season and it’s 
barely the middle of August. Heaven forbid that 
the Frickley Massive and Worksop Homies end 
up crossing paths to or from a game in Sheffield 
or Leeds on a Tuesday night. Carnage… ;) 



 

 

Frickley Athletic Football Club Limited, The SALUS Stadium,  
Westfield Lane, South Elmsall, WF9 2EQ. 

This is also the club’s registered office address. Company Number 4932518 - a company limited by 
guarantee.  

Members of The Toolstation Northern Counties East League. 
Full Members of the Football Association. 

Chairman: Phil Cooper.  Directors: Phil Cooper, Penny Wall, Chris Long. 
 
Club Secretary: Joel Clarkson. Matchday Secretary: Joel Clarkson. 
 

      www.frickleyathletic.co.uk        secretary@frickleyathletic.co.uk          @frickleyafc         01977 642460 

I was  

Awaydays  
 

Next up – Bottesford Town  

Bottesford Facts: Bottesford was historically a 
village, south of Scunthorpe, that now forms an 
urban area of Scunthorpe. Bottesford was 
mentioned in the Doomsday Book as "Budlesford". 
Local landmarks include Bottesford Beck, and 
Bottesford Preceptory where it is said that the 
Knight's Templar had a base. Reality TV star Jake 
Quickenden played for Bottesford Town (and 
Frickley!) whilst weatherman Darren Bett, actress 
Sheridan Smith, ITN correspondent Nina Nannar 
and cricketer/footballer Phil Neale all attended the 
local college. 
 

When : Tuesday 19th August 2025. 

Kick off : 19:45 

Where : Barrett Steel Stadium, Birch Park, Ontario Road, Scunthorpe, DN17 2TQ. 

How much : Adults £7, Concessions £4, U16s Free, No dogs allowed. 

 

Ian Clarkson frequently runs a supporters’ bus to the more distant away games provided 
there is enough support to make it worthwhile. Departure is usually from North Elmsall and 
cost varies with distance. Details will be posted on the club’s usual social media channels, or 
you can contact Ian on 07790 569075. Alternatively, if anyone is travelling to an away game 
by car and is willing to offer car share places, or is looking to travel to an away game but 
hasn’t got transport, please email media@frickleyathletic.co.uk with your contact details.  

  
Famous Five - Who Am I? Answers 
 

1. Tom Alngohuru.  2. Keanan Mannings.  3. Chloe Kelly.  4. Morgan Gibbs White.   
5. Luis Diaz. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:media@frickleyathletic.co.uk


 

 

Player Sponsors 25/26    
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

WILL SYKES 
Sponsored by 

ANNETSY 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

SAM KILNER 
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

HARRY GAGEN 
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

REUBEN BREWIN HAWKINS 
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

TOM RADLEY 
Sponsored by 

RUTH SIMPSON 

 

 
WILL JENKINSON 

Sponsored by 

#TEAMJENKO 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

MARTYN WOOLFORD 
Sponsored by 

GARETH DANDO 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

TAKUNDA KATSERE 
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

NIALL BUTCHER 
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 

 

 
JOEL SPENCE  

Sponsored by 

PIXEL PERFECT 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

LUCAS ROBINSON  
Sponsored by 

FRED STANSFIELD 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

TOM ALNGOHURU  
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

LUIS AFONSO FERREIRA  
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

DESTINY IFEANYI NNENANUA  
Sponsored by 

FRICKLEY ATHLETIC U14s 
 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

SAM CABLE  
Sponsored by 

TONY CZAJKO 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

TOM COTSON 

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 
 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

SAM TINGLE 

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 
 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

TOM CLAISSE (Player/Manager) 
Sponsored by 

GERRY WRAY 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

LEWIS BINNS (Player/Coach) 

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 
 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

BAILEY LAND (Physio) 

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 
 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

LEE CROOKS (Asst. Manager) 
Sponsored by 

JACOB LIDDLE 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

CODY COLLINS 

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 
 



 

 

Pitch Square Sponsors  
 

 



 

 

IRThe emory Match  
 

 



 

 

Linked to The Lane 
I’m an incorrigible collector of old A&BC, Panini,  

 



 

 

RThe emory Match  
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