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Bluescene 
Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen, 
welcome to The SALUS Stadium for this 
afternoon’s Isuzu FA Vase First Qualifying 
Round game against Maghull. We give a 
warm welcome to Maghull’s players, 
officials and supporters and hope they have 
a safe trip home after the game.  

This afternoon’s visitors, Maghull, hail from  
just north of Liverpool and ply their trade in 
the North West Counties Football League 
First Division (step 6). Maghull 
currently sit in 1st place on goal 
difference with 10 points after 4 
games. Maghull’s recent form has 
seen them go unbeaten in the 
league so far in 2025/26. Starting 
the season with a 2-2 draw at 
home with Squires Gate, they have 
won their last 3, beating Droylsden 
4-3 at home, Blackpool AFC 2-1 
away and then, last Saturday, they 
trounced Nelson 5-1 on Maghull’s home 
ground, Old Hall Lane. 

The Blues come into today’s game in 9th 
place on 6 points after 4 games. Our 
opening games of 25/26 have seen us win 2 
and lose 3 in all competitions. Goals from 
Luis Afonso Ferreira and Tom Alngohuru 
gave us all 3 points on opening day as we 
downed visitors Albion Sports by 2 goals to 
1. Then 2 losses by the only goal of the 
game followed at Brighouse Town in the FA 
Cup and at Barton Town. Last weekend, we 
reversed the trend when Luis Afonso 
Ferreira’s wonder goal gave us all 3 points 

 

 

 

 

 

 

against Thackley, here at The Wezzie. But 
in midweek, it was a controversial ‘wonder 
why it was given goal’ that sent us to 
another 1-0 away defeat at the hands of 
Bottesford.  

We have never previously played Maghull in 
a competitive, or otherwise, fixture.  

Both clubs were eliminated in their first FA 
Vase games of 2024/25, Maghull in the first 
qualifying round and Frickley in the second 
qualifying round, having received a bye in 
the first. There are currently no replays in 

the FA Vase and if the game is 
drawn after 90 minutes it will go 
straight to a penalty shootout, as it 
did here (unsuccessfully for us) at 
The Wezzie last season against 
Sandbach United. Whichever side 
does progress to the next round of 
the competition will face the winner 
of the tie between Northwich 
Victoria or Winterton Rangers at 
home on the weekend of Saturday 
20th September. 

Expect a good old fashioned English cup tie 
as both sides look to get one step closer to 
the Wembley Arch! 

The Blues are next in action here at 
Westfield Lane on Wednesday 26th August, 
when Tadcaster Albion are are visitors, 
7.45pm ko, as we get back to the day to day 
business of the NCEL. We hope to see you 
all there. 

Enjoy the game and as always we thank 
you for your valued and continued support.  

#forzafrickley #FFTD 

 

 Ground Regulations 
 

Everybody that visits the Westfield Lane Stadium on match days must follow club rules and 
regulations. Any club official may ask you to leave the ground if you do any of the following: 

• Enter the ground without paying. 

• Enter the field of play before, during and after a game without permission. 

• Throw anything onto the field of play. 

• Use obscene or abusive language (racial or otherwise), or violence of any nature. 
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Meet The Visitors  
Situated 8 miles north of Liverpool on the main 
Preston Road, what is now the A59, Maghull 
Football Club was founded in 1921. The club 
initially played a series of friendly fixtures before 
joining the I Zingari Alliance League in season 
1922/23, starting an allegiance to I Zingari 
football on Merseyside which was to go unbroken 
until 1960. During this period, Maghull won the 
league championship and cup on occasion.  
When the club reluctantly resigned from the I 
Zingari League, they successfully applied to join 
the Liverpool County Combination, another 
league which they have also topped. 
In 1972, Maghull joined the Lancashire 
Combination, where they won the league’s  
challenge cup.  
Then 6 years later they moved to the Cheshire 
County League. During this time they reached the 
third round of the FA Vase.  
In 1982, the Lancashire Combination and 
Cheshire County League amalgamated to form 
the North West Counties League, with Maghull 
being one of the founder members.  
They settled into the now defunct Division Three, 
where they finished mid table in their first season.  
After finishing 3rd in the 1985/86 season, missing 
out on promotion by 1 point, Maghull, alongside 
all of their other running buddies from the 
1986/87 campaign, were promoted to the second 
division by default, given that Division Three was 
to be disbanded ahead of 1987/88. Again, 
Maghull finished 3rd. 
In Division Two, Maghull strung together a series 
of mostly tophalf finishes before 1992/93. It was 
in 1992/93 that the club claimed the Division Two 
title. However, ground grading issues meant that 
it was Bootle who got the nod for promotion 
instead of the league champions.  
With that, Maghull kept on achieving top half 
finishes in the division two table, right up until the 
1998/99 campaign. It was this season that would 
be Maghull’s last in the NWCFL until last season. 
Ground grading again play its part in the club’s 
departure from the division, and they found a new 
home in the West Cheshire League. 
In the 2006/07 season, Maghull came 2nd, 
repeated that feat in 2010/11, and finally got their 
hands on another league title in the 2013/14 
season, winning the West Cheshire League. 
Other silverware won in the club’s 100-plus years 
of existence includes the Liverpool County 

Amateur Cup, Liverpool County Challenge Cup, 
Lancashire Amateur Cup, Pyke Cup and the 
Howarth and Gallagher Bowl. 
Maghull remained in the West Cheshire League 
until the 2023/2024 season, when they were 
promoted to the North West Counties League 
First Division North. Despite finishing 9 points 
behind champions Mossley Hill Athletic, they did 
enough in their application to-re enter the 
NWCFL. 
Maghull finished their first season back in the 
NWCL in a respectable 10th place. Victories over 
Droylsden, Darwen and a 7-1 home win against 
local rivals Skelmersdale United were memorable 
moments during the 2024/25 season. 
Maghull originally played their home games at 
Boyer Fields before changing their ground in 
1928 to Pimbley Playing Fields which was sited 
off Deyes Lane, just a mile away from their 
existing Old Hall ground in Hall Lane where they 
took up occupancy in 1954. 
Following a fire in 1991, which destroyed their 
dressing rooms and clubhouse, Maghull erected a 
new building, which houses dressing rooms and a 
bar.  
In the build up to the club’s centenary, the 
clubhouse bar and lounge area had an extensive 
modern refit ready to take the club into it’s next 
chapter. 
Maghull FC is currently run by an active and 
extensive committee of volunteers, many of 
whom are ex-players and ex-managers of the 
club. And 5 of the committee members have been 
honoured by the FA, in recognition to their 
services to the club and the wider Football 
Community, having served football for over 50 
years. 
Maghull FC continues to be a community-focused 
football club with teams for youth, women, and 
inclusive players, and have proved that by 
sticking together and working hard great things 
can be achieved. 



 

 

Frickley’s History 
Frickley Athletic FC is based in the former coal 
mining village of South Elmsall. Recent research 
has shown that the first South Elmsall football 
team was formed in 1905 but was superseded in 
1908 by the newly formed Frickley Colliery 
Athletic Club and joined the South Yorkshire 
league which comprised of works, church and 
village teams. In 1910, the football club moved to 
the Sheffield Association League and first played 
in the FA Cup. 
The club remained in the Sheffield Association 
League (except for the war years) until 1922, 
finishing runners up in 1911/12, and winners in 
1920/21, our only ever league title.  
In 1922/23 Frickley joined the Yorkshire league 
and after finishing runners up in 1923/24, the club 
were elected into the Midland League, Although 
the club had to apply for re election several times 
pre war (and didn’t play in any league in 1933/34) 
it was kept going by the support of the 
mineworkers and the sale of players. 
1936/37 was Frickley’s worst ever league season 
when the club finished bottom with only 8 points, 
but amazingly reached the FA Cup 1st round 
proper for the first time. 
Post war, Frickley remained in the Midland league 
gaining its best finish, 7th, in 1945/46, but left the 
league on its break up at the end of 1959/60. 
From 1960/61 to 1969/70, Frickley Colliery played 
in the Cheshire County League, However, 
financial considerations led the club to join the 
Midland Counties League for 1970/71. They 
finished runners up in 1972/73, and were 
eventually elected into the NPL for the 1976/77 
season as Frickley Athletic. 
After finishing 3rd in 1979/80, the club was 
promoted into the Alliance Premier League, now 
the National League. Here they remained for 7 
years, the most successful in the club’s history, 
and in 1985/86 reached the FA Cup 3rd round 
proper, after beating a Football League club, 
Hartlepool Utd, only to lose 3-1 at home to 
Rotherham Utd. The club also finished as Gola 
League runners up. The following season saw a 
reversal as we were relegated back to the NPL. 
From 1987/88 to 1991/92 the club consistently  
finished around mid-table in the NPL. but did 
manage to reach the league cup final in 1991/92, 
losing 1-0 to Marine at Maine Road.  
The next few seasons saw Frickley finish in the 
lower reaches of the table. Then, in 2005/06 The 

Blues had their best league season for 20 years, 
finishing 2nd to Blyth Spartans. Unfortunately, the 
Blues lost on penalties in the playoff semi. 
In the following seasons Frickley returned to the 
lower half of the table, but 2015/16 saw the club 
have a great season to finish 7th. 
This was not repeated in 2016/17 as most of the 
players who had brought this success were 
attracted to join more affluent clubs. The club 
were relegated from the NPL Premier Division 
after being members for 30 years. 
2017/18 saw the club enter the NPL Division 1 
South, finishing 3rd in the league, scoring a record 
117 goals. Additionally, Jacob Hazel broke the 
club record for individual goals in a season with 
47 strikes. The season ended disappointingly with 
playoff semi final defeat at the hands of Stamford. 
2018/19, in the new NPL East Division, was less 
successful, seeing managerial changes and a 
12th place finish. However, the season had its 
highlights, with victory at highflying Morpeth and a 
10-1 win over Liversedge in the FA Cup. 
More change followed prior to the start of 
2019/20. A further league reorganisation which 
put the Blues into the NPL South East Division 
was accompanied by a new manager. An 
inauspicious start lead to the appointment of 
Dave Frecklington in September 2019.  
Frecks rapidly turned the side’s fortunes around, 
before lockdown ended the season. 2020/21 
ultimately suffered the same fate. 
Frecks built what looked like strong squad for the 
2021/22 season, able to compete for promotion 
from the newly formed NPL East Division. 
However, things didn’t pan out the way that was 
hoped. Key departures lead to a run of form that 
saw the club relegated to the Northern Counties 
East League for the first time in our history. 
In the summer of 2022, former Blue, Wayne 
Benn, was appointed as manager, with ex-
Frickley goal scoring legend Andy Hayward as his 
assistant. There were occasional highs but Benn 
resigned in early 2023 so Patrick McGuire came 
in to avoid a second successive relegation. 
2023/24 started well, and included an 8-0 win at 
Goole, but ended with the release of McGuire.  
James Baxendale was in the hot seat for the start 
of 2024/25 but left in October.  
Tom Claisse took the reins in November 2024 
and successfully avoided 
relegation. Tom and his team will 
be looking to bring back winning 
ways to Westfield Lane in 25/26.  



 

 

The FA Vase Explained 
The FA Vase effectively replaced The FA 
Amateur Cup in 1974. In that year The FA 
Council had decided to abolish the official 
distinction between amateur and professional 
footballers and this meant the end of The 
Amateur Cup and Amateur Internationals. 
In its first season 220 clubs entered, but they did 
not include those that had dominated in The 
Amateur Cup. Enfield, Hendon, Dagenham, 
Skelmersdale United and others at their level 
were immediately allocated to The FA Trophy. 
For the first time in history, small clubs - even 
village clubs - had the chance of playing in a 
national final at Wembley. 
The first Vase finalists were Hoddesdon Town 
from the Spartan League and Epsom & Ewell 
from the Surrey Senior League. The Hertfordshire 
side edged home 2-1 before a crowd of 9,000. 
Even a competition as democratic as The Vase 
had its elite clubs in the early years. 
Billericay Town, initially of the Essex 
Senior League, won it three times in four 
seasons. Halesowen Town, then in the 
West Midlands Regional League, 
appeared in three Finals and were 
successful in two. They even beat a 
Southall side that had a young Les 
Ferdinand leading the attack. 
Until the new Wembley opened in 2007 
the record attendance for a Vase Final 
was the 26,489 who saw the drawn 1989 
Final between Sudbury Town and Tamworth at 
the old Wembley. 
Tamworth won the replay 3-0 at Peterborough 
and Ian Moores, a former First Division player 
with Tottenham Hotspur, scored one of the goals.  
The FA Vase competition is in its 51st season in 
2024/25. Wembley (old and new) has hosted the 
vast majority of the finals, Villa Park and St 
Andrews two each, Upton Park, White Hart Lane, 
The City Ground, Elland Road and London Road 
one each (including replays). 40 different clubs 
have got their hands on The Vase, donated by 
former FA Councillor Frank Adams. Whitley Bay 
lead the way with four wins. 
Aficionados of The Vase competition tend to rate 
the 1992 Final between Wimborne Town and 
Guiseley as the best so far. Wessex League 
Wimborne had a modest record in the competition 
before then, having never ventured beyond the 
third round, but they embarked on a spectacular 

journey that took them all the way to the Final. A 
goal down after 14 minutes at Wembley, the 
Dorset side fought back to win 5-3. 
When The Vase Final returned to Wembley, a 
record 36,232 fans saw Truro City beat AFC 
Totton 3-1. Whitley Bay, the 2002 winners, 
achieved a sensational hat-trick of Final victories 
from 2009 to 2011. 
The Northern League’s dominance continued for 
two more seasons, with success for Dunston UTS 
and Spennymoor Town before Sholing, then 
Wessex League champions, got their name 
engraved on the trophy in 2014. The Northern 
League monopoly recommenced when North 
Shields won in 2015. 
In 2015/16 Wembley Stadium staged the first 
Non-League Finals Day, which saw both the Vase 
and the Trophy decided back-to-back in front of 
almost 47,000 fans. Morpeth Town came from 
behind to stun Hereford 4-1 with 45-year-old 
Chris Swailes on the scoresheet to win the Vase 

with a third different club (Bridlington 
Town in 1993 and Dunston in 2012 were 
the other two). 
South Shields and Hebburn have also 
won the competition since then, whilst 
being members of the Northern League. 
The Vase continues to be a stepping 
stone to higher things as many recent 
winners have been promoted to step 4. 
In 2017 Forest Green Rovers became 
the first FA Vase winners to go on to play 
in the English Football League, while one 

former Football League team (Glossop North 
End) have been beaten finalists. In 2019 AFC 
Fylde (formerly known as Kirkham & Wesham) 
became the first team to have won both the FA 
Trophy and FA Vase. And records continue to be 
broken. In September 2021 Hinckley AFC set a 
new record score in the competition, beating St 
Martins 18-0. 
The Vase is currently held by Whitstable Town, 
who beat AFC Whyteleafe 2-1 after extra time in 
the 2025 final.  
The following clubs have reached the Final of the 
FA Vase whilst members of the NCEL: 
1987/88 Emley lost 0-1 v Colne Dynamoes 
1989/90 Bridlington Town lost 0-1 v Yeading 
1990/91 Guiseley won 3-1 v Gresley Rovers 
1995/96 Brigg Town won 3-0 v Clitheroe  
1996/97 North Ferriby Utd lost 0-3 v Whitby Town 
2002/03 Brigg Town won 2-1 v AFC Sudbury 
2016/17 Cleethorpes T lost 0-4 v South Shields 



 

 

Frickley & Maghull: 

FA Vase Histories 
Maghull FC have a long and varied history in 
the FA Vase, stretching back to their debut in 
the 1980/81 season. They marked their first 

appearance in the competition with a 3-2 
Preliminary Round home win over Blackpool 
Rangers before narrowly exiting in the First 
Round proper with a 3-2 defeat away to 
Clitheroe. 
The club’s best run came the following season, 
1981/82, when they advanced to the Third 
Round proper. That campaign saw Maghull 
overcome HB & H Newton, 
then edge past Brook Sports 

after a replay, and do the 
same again against Hoylake 
Athletic, whom they held to a 
draw before winning replay 2-
0. Interestingly, both games 
were played at Maghull as the 
initial tie was played there due 
to the unavailability of 
Hoylake’s ground. Their 
progress was eventually 
halted by Irlam Town in a 2-0 

away defeat. 
Throughout the 1980s and early 1990s, 
Maghull were regular participants in the Vase 
and consistently progressed through the early 
rounds. Notable wins during this period 
included a 5-1 away victory at Westhoughton 
Town in 1990/91 and a 3-1 win over Blackpool 
Mechanics in 1992/93. They also had the 
upper hand in a handful of replays, including a 
3-1 win away at General Chemicals and a 2-1 

home victory over Garforth Town, then of the 
NCEL, during the 1993/94 competition. 
The club had several recurring opponents 
during their Vase campaigns, most notably 
Chadderton, whom they faced three times and 
defeated twice, including a 4-4 away draw 
followed by a 2-0 home replay win in 1983/84. 
After a long absence from the competition, 
Maghull returned to the FA Vase in the 
2024/25 season. Unfortunately, their 
comeback ended at the First Qualifying Round 

stage with a 3-1 home defeat against Bury. 

In total, Maghull have entered the FA Vase on 
18 occasions prior to this season. While deep 
runs have been rare, the club has produced 
several memorable performances and 
maintained a competitive presence, especially 
during the 1980s and early 1990s. 

In contrast, Frickley are rather newer to the FA 
Vase. Since joining the Vase in 2022/23, 
Frickley Athletic have made three 
appearances.  
In their debut campaign of 2022/23 they 
progressed through two qualifying rounds. The 
club’s bow in the competition was marked by 
an exciting 4-2 away win at Chadderton. The 
Blues looked to be cruising at 2-0 up, courtesy 

of a brace from Al Keita, but 

then the hosts pulled it level 
with 2 goals in 2 minutes. It 
was a just a wobble as Matty 
Hughes and The Colonel, 
Richard Collier, netted in the 
last 10 minutes to seal it in 
Frickley’s favour. 
This was followed by a 2-1 
home victory over Irlam, with 
first half goals Keita and 

Keenan Grist enough to see off 
the Manchester side. 
The Blues exited at the First 
Round proper stage, falling to a 

3-1 home defeat to Emley, with Keita getting a 
third goal of the season in the Vase. Big Al is 
pictured battling for the ball during this game. 
This remains Frickley’s best performance to 
date in the FA Vase. 
In the 2023/24 season, the campaign ended at 
the first hurdle with a surprising 2-1 home 

defeat to Barnton in the First Qualifying 
Round. A Keegan Townrow goal put The 
Blues a goal up for almost an hour but a 
collapse that saw Barnton score twice in time 
added on to shock Frickley. 
Frickley received a bye to the Second 
Qualifying Round last season, 2024/25, but 
were held to a 2-2 home draw with Sandbach 
United. Rob Guilfoyle’s penalty and a Jamie 
Tomlinson strike put The Blues ahead until a 

late spot kick levelled it for the visitors. 
Sandbach United went on to take the tie 5-4 
on penalties. 



 

 

Memory Match 

As usual, we’ve got 2 memory matches for you. This week we have a pair of ‘on this day’ 
games, both NPL Premier Division games played here at The Wezzie and both 3-0 wins for 
The Blues. The first match was against Whitby Town, played on Tuesday 23rd August 2005. 
A double by Alex Callery sealing the victory but note current Blue Martyn Woolford getting 
an assist. Then the second game is from Wednesday 23rd August 1995, when The Azzurri 
saw off Gainsborough Trinity, with Viv Rayson in the thick of it, running Trins ragged. With 
thanks to JL.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Memory Match (Cont.)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Famous Five – Who Am I?  
 

1. Current Blues speed merchant whose dad won scored the first competitive Frickley 
goal of 2025/26? 

2. Much travelled former Coventry, Portsmouth, AC Milan, Monaco, Rangers and 
England striker who used to live in Maghull, home of today’s visitors Maghull FC? 

3. Slovenian striker whose dad won has opted to join Manchester United instead of 
Newcastle for over £70 million from Red Bull Leipzig? 

4. Former Scotland international defender and Southampton manager who has taken 
over as boss of Rangers this summer? 

5. Arsenal striker who scored the equalising goal for England Women in the 2025 
Euros Final against Spain? 
 

       Answers on the ‘Awaydays’ page 



 

 

NCEL News 
Four Macron NCEL sides made it through to First 
Round Qualifying in this season's Emirates FA Cup 
following the week’s Preliminary Round action. 
Wombwell Town were 2-1 victors at home to league 
rivals Parkgate to book their place at the next stage 
with strikes from Jordan Kershaw and Jack Steers 
sealing the deal although Alex Wonham halved the 
deficit towards the start of the second period. 
Jack McMenemy's first half penalty and a 74th 
minute goal from Jake Brown secured Bottesford 
Town a win by the same scoreline at Daventry Town. 
And, Rossington Main progressed with a 3-2 home 
win over Newark Town, Elliott Andrew with an 85th 
minute decider following earlier goals from Dylan 
Mantle and Paul Sherburn. 
Pickering Town, meanwhile, had to go to a replay 
after a goalless draw at home to Easington Colliery. 
There were defeats, however, for Barton Town who 
lost 6-1 at home to Carlton Town, and for Sheffield 
and Campion who both went down 3-0 at home to 
Bootle and at Trafford, respectively. 
In the Premier Division, Penistone Church replaced 
Tadcaster Albion at the summit by beating them 2-1 
at the Parker Roofing Memorial Ground. Lennon 
O'Grady gave the hosts a 34th minute lead for the 
hosts and doubled their advantage through Jordan 
Coduri and then Robert Guilfoyle pulled one back. 
Liversedge are up into third following their 2-0 home 
victory over Eccleshill United, Malakai Philip and 
Antony Brown with the goals. And Handsworth 
complete the top six after their 1-0 win at Golcar 
United, Scott Ruthven scoring the only goal. 
Armthorpe Welfare are the new leaders of Division 
One as a 4-0 victory at Goole kept up their perfect 
start to the campaign, Michael Dunn, Thomas Joynt, 
Alfie Charlotte and Harry Charlotte were the scorers. 
Jamie Austin and Atley Jackson netted for Dearne & 
District as they won 2-1 at Leeds UFCA to climb into 
second, Omar Sanyang scored for the home side. 
Club Thorne Colliery are up into fourth as they 
picked up a point in a 1-1 draw at Doncaster City, 
Luke Williams' penalty restoring parity after Mason 
Barlow had given the hosts a 54th minute lead. 
They leapfrog South Leeds who were beaten 3-2 at 
Worsbrough Bridge in one of the two games played 
on Friday night, Mitchell Hamilton's penalty and a 
Dyllan Drovi strike twice putting them ahead. Declan 
Childes and then Keelan Grist brought the home side 
back on level terms and Connor Glavin converted a 
spot kick to claim the points for the Briggers. The 
other saw Louth Town come away from Wakefield 
AFC with a 4-2 victory, all of Louth’s goals scored by 
Theo Kitt-Bushell whilst Akeel Francis and Tom 
Hinton netted for the hosts. 

In the remaining matches, Kevin Gonzalez's double 
ensured Ilkley Town won 3-2 at home to Route One 
Rovers to move up into sixth whilst two strikes from 
Nathan Perks grabbed Athersley Recreation a 2-0 
win at Crowle Colts to go eighth in the table. 
Henry Parr's brace led to a 3-1 home victory for Brigg 
Town over Winterton Rangers and there were goals 
from Brad Grayson, Curtis Morrison, Adam Watson 
and Marcel Chipamunga in Maltby Main's 5-1 win 
over visitors Glasshoughton Welfare. 
And, it was honours even between hosts Selby Town 
and Nostell Miners Welfare with a 1-1 draw, Caden 
McGrath equalising for the Robins after Jack Maeer 
had given the away side a first half lead. 
 

In the midweek games, Pickering Town booked their 
place in the next round of the FA Cup after an away 
win in their replay. The Pikes travelled to Easington 
Colliery and won 2-0 with goals from George Brown 
and Souleymane Coulibaly. Their reward is  a home 
game against Redcar Athletic. 
The rest of the midweek's focus was on the Premier 
Division with nine games taking place as Tadcaster 
Albion returned to the summit with a 3-0 home 
victory over Horbury Town. Oliver Green's hat-trick 
secured the points for the Brewers to overtake 
Penistone Church who drew 1-1 with visitors 
Rossington, Samuel Scrivens got the equaliser after 
Will Sutton opened the scoring in the 77th minute. 
Liversedge stay in third after a double from Kelan 
Swales was added to by a George Green penalty 
and an Antony Brown strike in a 4-0 win at home 
over Wombwell Town. 
Barton Town and Knaresborough Town climb into 
fourth and fifth, respectively, after picking up 
victories. Aran Basi's own goal in the seventh minute 
put Barton ahead at home to Albion Sports before 
Thomas Waudby quickly doubled their advantage 
and, although Samuel Cisse grabbed one back for 
the Lions in the second half, Joel Shepherd snubbed 
out any chance of a recovery as he claimed the 
Swans' third in a 3-1 win. 
Knaresborough defeated hosts Thackley 3-0, Jack 
Dyche's first half opener added to by goals from 
Theodore Hudson and Slater Barkham-Barnes. 
Handsworth took a point in a 2-2 draw at Campion, 
keeping them sixth, Scott Ruthven's penalty levelled 
it after Patrick Sykes struck twice for Campion and 
Mitchell Dunne had given the Ambers hope. 
The other two games ended in draws as Parkgate 
were held 0-0 at home by 
Eccleshill United. And, Glen 
Sani put Beverley Town 
ahead at Golcar United before 
a penalty from Golcar’s Ryan 
Wadsworth meant that the 
game ended as a 1-1 draw. 



 

 

Match Reports 
Frickley 1 Thackley 0 
The Azzurri ground out a gritty 1-0 victory over 
Thackley, with a moment of brilliance from Luis 
Afonso Ferreira sealing all 3 points in a tight and 
hard fought contest at The Wezzie. 
The Blues started on the front foot, with Destiny, 
Tom A, and Spence linking up in the 2nd minute 
only for the shot to be blocked. Thackley 
responded quickly, rolling the ball dangerously 
across goal on 6 minutes, but The Blues’ defence 
stood firm.  
Sykesy was called into action several times in the 
opening quarter of an hour, producing a fine stop 
at the near post to a difficult, low shot and later 
gathering another effort, even though it looked to 
be drifting wide. 
At the other end, Destiny caused problems with 
his pace but was twice thwarted by the notorious 
Wezzie Bobble, the unpredictable bounce 
frustrating The Blues’ attacking play.  
Tempers flared in the 19th minute as both 
number 9s, Destiny and his Thackley counterpart, 
went into the referee’s book after a bit of a 
Dynamite Kid v Rollerball Rocco moment. 
Continuing the wrestling them, seconds later, 
Tom A was subjected to a Giant Haystacks-style 
clothesline but only a free kick was given, coming 
to nought. 
Robbo and Destiny both went close as the half 
wore on, while Sykes continued to look solid, 
sweeping up trouble outside his area.  
Sam Tingle’s free kick on 39 minutes caused mild 
panic in the Thackley box, but The Blues couldn’t 
convert. Despite a flurry of half chances before 
the break, the sides went in goalless, the match 
resembling a fascinating game of chess. HT 0-0. 
The Boys in Blue began the second half with 
intent, as Tom A tested the keeper inside 20 
seconds. Destiny and Robbo also kept him on his 
toes, while Woolly was only denied by a superb 
point blank save after a corner was worked back 
into the box.  
At the other end, Sam Kilner took his eye off the 
ball for a split second, allowing a Thackley 
forward to break through. However, Killer 
produced the most outstanding outstanding last-
ditch tackle you’re ever likely to see to prevent a 
certain goal for Thackley. This game is isn’t about 
not making mistakes, it’s how you respond to 
them that counts. 

The breakthrough finally came in the 70th minute, 
and it was well worth the wait. WillJenkinson’s 
pinpoint diagonal ball dropped perfectly towards 
the right hand corner of the box, where Luis AF 
met it first time with a stunning volley that flew 
over the keeper and into the net. A goal of the 
season contender to send the crowd into delirium. 
Not bad for someone who’d only come on as sub 
less than 2 minutes previously. 
The Azzurri might have doubled the lead when 
Radz went very close with a header from a 
corner. And when a penalty was awarded in the 
84th minute after Lucas Robinson was clipped in 
the area it looked like it was going to be curtains 
for the visitors. The Blues’ winger took the spot 
kick himself, striking it well, but the Thackley 
keeper guessed right and pulled off a decent 
save.  
Destiny twice threatened to kill the game off late 
on, rolling his man and firing wide before heading 
just past the post in stoppage time. 
Despite the late near misses, The Azzurri defence 
held firm, and the final whistle brought huge 
celebrations. Checkmate. FT 1-0. 
In the main, the game was an object lesson in 
defending. So to get the win was a fine result 
against tough opposition, sealed by a moment of 
magic from LAF. Even the missed penalty 
couldn’t shake The Blues’ concentration and 
determination. 
WEBMASTER MOTM - a team performance 
where everyone took responsibility. At the back, 
Killer, Jenko, CC and Sykesy were a brick wall, 
thoroughly deserving the cleano. Destiny, Tom A 
and Robbo were relentless in their drive forward. 
In the engine room, Spence, Woolly and The 
Sting were midfield guerillas. And off the bench, 
Luis AF was our very own Garry Kasparov, 
applying his version of the ‘scholar’s mate’, and 
Butch crucially closed out the game. However, 
the Glitterball goes to the grandmaster Tom 
Radley. Anything that came into the defensive 
third got smashed away - the ball, opposition 
forwards, fellow defenders, the lot. Right on, 
Radz! 
TWITTER MOTM - Tom Radley takes it from 
Destiny, Sam Kilner and Tom Alngohuru. ‘All of 
them’ also polled votes. Thanks to all who voted. 
SPONSORS/VOLUNTEERS MOTM - Sam Kilner 
was chosen by Reuben Brewin Hawkins. Well 
done, Killer! 
182 through the gate. Thank you for such vocal 
support. You were the 12th man! 



 

 

Match Reports (Cont.) 
Bottesford Town 1 Frickley 0 
The Blues fell to another agonising 1-0 defeat on 
the plastic at Bottesford in a match where the two 
sides largely cancelled each other out. The Blues 
were ultimately undone by a single second half 
gone that probably should have been disallowed. 
The game began with Bottesford almost seizing 
the lead inside the opening 3 minutes. A long ball 
forward caused problems in the Frickley defence, 
and after Collins appeared to be illegally nudged 
off balance, the home striker raced through on 
goal. Fortunately for The Blues, the effort struck 
the post and bounced out for a goal kick. 
Otherwise, the opening stages were scrappy, with 
both sides battling for control. On 13 minutes, 
Bottesford fashioned a half chance from a cross, 
but the midfielder arriving late could only send his 
effort over the bar. Moments later, Frickley began 
to settle, Luís AF delivering from the right before 
the danger was cleared by a covering defender. 
The first real clear cut opportunity for The Azzurri 
arrived on 16 minutes. Destiny twisted and turned 
out wide before whipping in an excellent cross 
that found Tom A. His header forced a fingertip 
save from the home keeper, who had to claw the 
ball away, low to his right. 
As the half wore on, the contest remained 
competitive but disjointed, with niggly and 
questionable fouls breaking up the rhythm. 
Spence dragged a shot wide on 34 minutes after 
Radz flicked the ball into his path, and shortly 
after Robbo delivered a teasing ball across the 
face of goal that somehow evaded everyone.  
Bottesford reminded those present of their threat 
at the other end, on 39 minutes, when Sykes was 
needed to be quick to block a shot before tipping 
the follow up effort over the bar. 
Not long before the break, The Blues created 
another opening when Tom A’s cross found Radz 
at the far post, and his header caused panic in 
the Bottesford box before being scrambled 
behind for a corner. From the resulting set piece, 
the keeper claimed under pressure but went 
down holding the ball, much to the frustration of 
the Blue contingent.  
A late yellow card for a Bottesford man following 
a foul on Spence summed up the combative 
nature of the first period. HT 0-0. 
The second half, however, began in the worst 
possible fashion for The Azzurri. On 47 minutes, 
Bottesford were awarded a free kick on the right, 

and after a blatant push by the forward, the 
delivery was flicked on into the bottom corner. 
Anywhere else on the pitch and it’s given as a 
Frickley free kick. So it was a bitter blow after a 
dogged showing to that point and left The Blues 
with work to do. 
To their credit, The Boys in Blue responded with 
determination. A sustained spell of pressure saw 
The Blues push Bottesford back, with Luís AF 
continuing to cause problems on the right flank.  
On 61 minutes, Bottesford thought they had 
doubled their advantage, bundling the ball into 
the net, but the liner’s flag had been raised long 
before, and the goal was ruled out. 
As the half progressed, Frickley continued to plug 
away. Luís AF put in anonther good cross on 64 
minutes, only for a defender to clear. At the other 
end, Sykes was called upon again, producing a 
fine save to keep Los Azules in the game. 
The Blues’ best chance of the half came on 84 
minutes. Jenko whipped in a brilliant cross from 
the left, and Radz threw himself at it with a diving 
header that looked destined for the bottom 
corner. The Bottesford goalkeeper pulled off a 
superb stop to preserve his side’s slender lead. 
Despite their late efforts, The Azzurri couldn’t find 
the equaliser required. FT 1-0.  
The Blues were left to reflect on a match in which 
they created opportunities but lacked the decisive 
finish. There were positives, particularly the 
continued hard work throughout, but will feel 
deeply frustrated at leaving empty handed. One 
controversial set piece ultimately separated the 
two sides on an evening when De Blauwen did 
enough to warrant a share of the points. 
WEBMASTER MOTM - it was a workmanlike 
performance that lacked that final coup de grace. 
There was no lack of industriousness. Standouts 
included Will Sykes, Luis Afonso Ferreira, Cody 
Collins and Sam Tingle. But the Glitterball goes to 
Tom Radley. As sure as day follows night, Radz’s 
consistency is the pick of the lot for the 2nd game 
on the spin. Respect, Radz! 
TWITTER MOTM - Tom Radley and  Luis Afonso 
Ferreira jointly take it, narrowly, from Will Sykes 
and Cody Collins in one of the closest polls we’ve 
ever had. Thanks to all who voted. 
SPONSORS/VOLUNTEERS MOTM - Tom 
Radley was chosen by Phil Cooper. Well done, 
Radz! 
212 through the gate, with a good few from the 
province of SESKU. Thank you for going all that 
way on a midweek evening, it means so much!  



 

 

Blues Squad 24/25 
Reuben Brewin-Hawkins (Defender/Midfielder): 
RBH was with Gainsborough’s U21s and 1st team in 
23/24, whilst also playing in the NCEL at Rossington 
and Armthorpe, before joining us in 2024. A man-
mountain, he’s developing into quite some player. 
Joel Spence (Midfielder): Joel 90 was at Armthorpe 
before joining us and he’s been on the books of 
Rotherham United before plenty of experience at 
Belper Town, Ossett United and Wakefield. 
Deservedly won player of the season in 24/25. 
Will Sykes (Goalkeeper): The Holy Goalie is a 
highly rated young stopper who joined us from 
Hallam, against whom he saved a penalty towards 
the end of last season. 
Niall Butchart (Defender/Midfielder/Forward): The 
Butcher is a versatile squad member. He is a former 
youth teamer at Altrincham, then was at Winsford 
United, Swallownest, Armthorpe and Goole. 
Tom Alngohuru (Midfielder/Forward): The Guru is 
a defender’s nightmare. He joined last season from 
Ossett United. Prior to that he was at the York City 
and i2i academies, and has played almost 80 games 
for Pickering Town. 
Harry Gagen (Defender): Gadge is a Rolls Royce of 
a defender who started out at Barnsley but has 
joined us from Ossett United.  
Luis Afonso-Ferreira (Midfielder/Forward): The 
Ferrari is a rapid forward who puts teams on the 
back foot. He has plenty experience from time at the 
likes of Retford United, Parkgate and Albion Sports. 
Sam Cable (Forward): The Power is a handful of an 
attacker. Since starting out in our U19s over a 
decade ago, he is now in his 3rd spell with the club 
after spells at Barton Town, Garforth and others. 
Will Jenkinson (Defender): Jenko is a footballing 
defender who joins us from Parkgate, having started 
out at Rotherham United. 
Takunda Katsere (Defender): The Thunder is a big, 
strong defender with loads of potential. Has previous 
NCEL experience at Goole, Selby Town, Athersley 
Rec and Wombwell Town. 
Sam Kilner (Defender): A NCEL title winner at 
Silsden last season, Killer is a highly proficient 
fullback who has also been at Buxton, Mossley, 
Hemsworth and Knaresborough. 
Ifeanyi Nnenanua (Forward): Goes by the name of 
Destiny, he’s a committed young striker who is 
always in the thick of it. He’s been at the i2i academy 
and has previously played for Pickering Town.  
Martyn Woolford (Midfielder/Forward): The 
Woolfman started at The Wezzie in 2005. He is a 
very classy attacking midfielder who has been in the 
EFL with the likes of York, Scunthorpe and Blades 
since then but back home now for a 3rd spell.  

Thomas Radley (Defender): A long time target, 
Radz is a big centre half who was skipper at Shelley 
last season so brings quality and leadership into our 
back line. 
Lucas Robinson (Midfielder/Forward): A rangey 
winger with an eye for goal,  Cool Hand Lucas 
comes to us from Harrogate Railway but has been at 
Goole and Barton too. 
Wilfey Woodham (Midfielder): Win-win is a top 
midfielder making the step up from our U23s side. 
Tyler Sheard (Defender/Midfield/Forward): 
VersaTyler is another who can do a job anywhere on 
the park, team before self every time. And he’s 
another of our U23s stepping up for 1st team duties. 
Alfie Studd (Defender/Midfielder): The Studd Wall 
is a confident performer who has come right through 
our academy system. He’s a local lad - his dad once 
lived 2 doors down from our head of media! 
Tom Cotson (Defender/Midfielder): Top Cat is also 
hot off our U23s production line. Wherever he plays, 
his composure belies his years. 
Harley Wilson (Midfielder): Hells Angel is a 
midfielder who knows his way round at this level with 
time served at Rossington Main, Penistone Church, 
Wombwell Town and Dinnington Town. 
Sam Tingle (Midfielder): The Sting is a smart and 
energetic midfielder who joins from Retford FC but 
also has experience at Hemsworth MW, Ponte Colls 
and Ossett Utd, where he played with Tom Claisse. 
Cody Collins (Defender): The Force is a defender 
with pedigree, his dad was a pro and 2 uncles played 
for the club. Comes to us from Bottesford after time 
at Mansfield Town, Gainsborough and Rossington. 
Harold Edjangue (Goalkeeper): The Mantis is a 
talented keeper from Yorkshire Amateurs. 
Lewis Binns (Defender/Midfielder/Coach): Binno 
is a rock of a defender/midfielder. This local lad has 
played for a number of clubs, including South Kirkby 
and Armthorpe. Already a Frickley legend, the 
Supporters’ Player of the Season in 22/23 is back 
from injury, and is part of the coaching team too. 
Lee Crooks (Defender/Midfielder/Asst Manager): 
When Crooksy came on as sub in the final game of 
24/25, he became one of the oldest players ever to 
appear for The Blues. Having played many times in 
the EFL for Man City, Barnsley, Bradford City and 
Rochdale, the muscle memory is second to none. 
Tom Claisse (Defender/Midfielder/Manager): 
Claisse Act was appointed manager in November 
2024. He started out at Leeds United then Bradford 
City. Since then he’s been at a host clubs in the NPL 
and NCEL (winning it 4 times), most recently at 
Hallam, and has played for the RAF 
and Armed Forces. He was coach at 
Emley and joint manager at Ossett. 
And he carried the FA Cup to the 
Royal Box in 2018! 



 

 

Frickley Player Statistics  
 

Frickley Athletic Apps. & Goal Scoring Record Career         

Up to & Including Tuesday 19th August  2025           

  League Cups Total Sub. Grand Gls c/s 

      Starts Apps. Total     

Martyn Woolford 51 11 62 5 67 15   

Lewis Binns 44 6 50 12 62 3   

Joel Spence 38 5 43 1 44 4   

Reuben Brewin-Hawkins 20 1 21 6 27     

Sam Cable 8 2 10 16 26 5   

Niall Butchart 11 1 12 6 18 1   

William Sykes 16 1 17 0 17   3 

Tom Alngohuro 11 1 12 5 17 3   

Harry Gagen 10 1 11 0 11     

Tom Claisse 5 0 5 1 6     

Sam Kilner 4 1 5 0 5     

William Jenkinson 4 1 5 0 5     

Destiny Ifeanyi Nnenanya 3 0 3 2 5     

Cody Collins 3 1 4 0 4     

Louis Alfonso Ferreira 3 0 3 1 4 2   

Tom Radley 3 0 3 1 4     

Lucas Robinson 3 0 3 0 3     

Sam Tingle 3 0 3 0 3     

Tyler Sheard 1 1 2 1 3     

Takunda Katsere 1 0 1 0 1     

Shayan Keyghobadi 0 0 0 1 1     

Lee Crooks 0 0 0 1 1     

Tom Cotson 0 0 0 1 1     

Harley Wilson 0 0 0 1 1     
 

PREVIOUS RESULTS ON THIS DAY 23rd AUGUST 
 

Year Day H/A     

1995 Wed H NPL Gainsborough Trinity W 3-0 Fuller, Wells, Rayson 

1997 Sat A NPL Alfreton Town L 1-2 Green 

2003 Sat A NPL Altringham D 1-1 Morris 

2005 Tues H NPL Whitby Town W 3-0 Callery 2, Scothern 

2008 Sat H NPL Marine D 0-0   

2011 Tues H NPL Matlock Town L 0-2   

2014 Sat A NPL Halesowen Town D 1-1 Young 

2016 Tues H NPL Stourbridge L 0-2   

 

 
 



 

 

Macron NCEL Premier Division Table 
 

  As at 21.08.25 P W D L F A GD P 

1 Tadcaster Albion 5 4 0 1 12 5 7 12 

2 Penistone Church 5 3 2 0 7 4 3 11 

3 Liversedge 5 3 1 1 11 4 7 10 

4 Barton Town 4 2 2 0 7 4 3 8 

5 Knaresborough Town 3 2 1 0 5 1 4 7 

6 Handsworth 5 2 1 2 5 6 -1 7 

7 Thackley 5 2 1 2 2 4 -2 7 

8 Parkgate 4 1 3 0 4 2 2 6 

9 Frickley Athletic 4 2 0 2 3 3 0 6 

10 Rossington Main 4 1 2 1 6 3 3 5 

11 Campion 3 1 2 0 5 4 1 5 

12 Pickering Town 3 1 2 0 5 4 1 5 

13 Eccleshill United 5 1 2 2 2 4 -2 5 

14 Horbury Town 4 0 3 1 2 5 -3 3 

15 Bottesford Town 3 1 0 2 1 5 -4 3 

16 Beverley Town 5 0 2 3 6 10 -4 2 

17 Sheffield 1 0 1 0 2 2 0 1 

18 Golcar United 4 0 1 3 4 7 -3 1 

19 Albion Sports 3 0 0 3 3 7 -4 0 

20 Wombwell Town 3 0 0 3 0 8 -8 0 
 

THERE HAVE BEEN NO PREVIOUS GAMES BETWEEN FRICKLEY & MAGHULL 
 

FRICKLEY ATHLETIC’S HISTORY IN THE FA VASE 
 

Season Date Rnd H/A Opponents Result Frickley Scorers 

2022/23 27.08.22 1RQ A Chadderton W 4-2 Kieta 2, Hughes, Collier 

  24.09.22 2QR H Irlam W 2-1 Grist, Keita 

  22.10.22 1R H Emley AFC L 1-3 Keita 

2023/24 26.08.23 1QR H Barnton L 1-2 Townrow 

2024/25 21.09.24 2QR H Sandbach United D 2-2 Guilfoyle, Tomlinson 
        (Lost 4-5 on pens)     

 

ON THIS DAY IN FOOTBALL - 23RD AUGUST 
 

1958 - Scunthorpe United played their first league game in the second tier of the EFL, their first League match 
as Scunthorpe United (they had previously been Scunthorpe & Lindsay United) and it saw the official opening 
of the first cantilever stand in British football. It finished as a 1-1 draw against Ipswich Town. Brighton & Hove 
Albion were also playing their first ever Second Division game. However, they lost 9-0 at Middlesbrough – their 
record EFL defeat and Middlesbrough's record EFL victory with 5 of those goals being scored by Brian Clough. 
 

1978 – New Tottenham Hotspur signings, Argentine World Cup stars Ossie Ardiles and Ricky Villa made their 
home debut at White Hart Lane. But visitors Aston Villa beat newly-promoted Spurs 4-1. 
 

1986 - Hartlepool United’s Victoria Ground hosted 2 matches on the same day. In the afternoon Hartlepool 
played Cardiff City in Division 4 while in the evening neighbours Middlesbrough played Port Vale in Division 3. 



 

 

North West Counties Football League 

Division One North Table 
 

 

  As at 18.08.25 P W D L F A GD P 

1 Maghull 4 3 1 0 13 7 6 10 

2 Steeton 4 3 1 0 6 1 5 10 

3 Maine Road 4 3 0 1 12 3 9 9 

4 Fulwood Amateurs 4 2 1 1 13 7 6 7 

5 Darwen 4 2 1 1 5 4 1 7 

6 Thornton Cleveleys 4 2 1 1 5 4 1 7 

7 Holker Old Boys 4 2 0 2 11 5 6 6 

8 Droylsden 4 2 0 2 8 6 2 6 

9 Ashton Town 3 1 1 1 3 4 -1 4 

10 Colne 3 1 1 1 6 8 -2 4 

11 Squires Gate 4 1 1 2 4 7 -3 4 

12 Garstang 4 1 1 2 5 11 -6 4 

13 Ashton Athletic 3 1 0 2 3 7 -4 3 

14 Nelson 3 1 0 2 3 11 -8 3 

15 Daisy Hill 4 0 2 2 5 7 -2 2 

16 MSB Woolton 3 0 1 2 3 9 -6 1 

17 Bacup Borough 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

18 AFC Blackpool 3 0 0 3 2 6 -4 0 

 
 

 



 

  Frickley Athletic Football Club         Macron NCEL Premier 2025-26    
Date Opponents… 

Res
. 

Att. Pos. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Sub Sub Sub Sub Sub 
 
 

  
sub 

26.07.25 Albion Sports 2-1 183 03 Sykes Kilner Gagen Butchart Katsere Jenkinson Williams Sheard Afonso-F Robinson Alngohuro Cotson Nnenanya       

02.08.25 Brighouse FACEPR 0-1 151  Sykes Kilner Jenkinson Butchart Gagen Collins Afonso-F Spence Woolford Sheard Alngohuro Radley Nnenanya       

09.08.25 Barton Town 0-1 301 12 Sykes Kilner Jenkinson Tingle Radley Collins Afonso-F Spence Nnenauua Butchart Alngohuro Wilson        

16.08.25 Thackley 1-0 182 05 Sykes Kilner Jenkinson Tingle Radley Collins Woolford Spence Nnenanua Robinson Alngohuro Butchart Afonso-F       

19.08.25 Bottesford Town 0-1 212 07 Sykes Kilner Jenkinson Tingle Radley Collins Afonso-F Spence Nnenanua Robinson Alngohuro Keyghobadi        

23.08.25 Maghull  FAV1Q                       

26.08.25 Tadcaster Alb.                       

30.08.25 Penistone Chu.                       

02.09.25 Liversedge                       

06.09.25 Parkgate                       

09.09.25 Knaresborough                       

13.09.25 Golcar United                       

17.09.25 Campion                       

20.09.25 Pickering Town                       

27.09.25 Sheffield FC                       

04.10.25 Beverley Town                       

11.10.25 Handsworth                       

14.10.25 Bottesford T LC2                       

18.10.25 Eccleshill Utd.                       

25.10.25 Wombwell Town                       

01.11.25 Rossington Mn.                       

08.11.25 Horbury Town                       

15.11.25 Albion Sports                       

22.11.25 Knaresborough                       

29.11.25 Barton Town                       

06.12.25 Thackley                       

13.12.25 Bottesford Town                       

20.12.25 Tadcaster Alb.                       

27.12.25 Penistone Chu.                       

03.01.26 Liversedge                       

10.01.26 Parkgate                       

17.01.26 Golcar United                       

24.01.26 Campion                       

31.01.26 Pickering Town                       

07.02.26 Sheffield FC                       

14.02.26 Handsworth                       

21.02.26 Beverley Town                       

14.03.26 Eccleshill Utd.                       

21.03.26 Wombwell Town                       

28.03.26 Rossington Main                       

04.04.26 Horbury Town                       

    TBA SJR Worksop SC2                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        



 

 

Linked to The Lane 
I’m an incorrigible collector of old A&BC, Panini, 
Merlin, Topps, etc. football cards and stickers, 
and it struck me how many of the players pictured  
had links to Frickley Athletic. They might have 
played for or against us at some point, or are 
related to one of The Azzurri past or present. Or 
the connection might be even more tenuous! But 
you can be sure it was the highlight of their career 
;) 
 
It’s an FA Vase day so we need an FA Vase link. 
Graham Fenton, who has played and managed at 
The Wezzie more than once and won the FA 
Vase more than once too, fits the bill perfectly. 
A Geordie, born in 1974 in Whitley Bay, Fenton’s  
technical ability and 
eye for goal stood 
out from an early age 
and won him a place 
in the youth system 
at Aston Villa. He 
broke into the first 
team in the early 
1990s and, though 
often used as a 
squad player, he was 
part of a strong Villa 
side under Ron 
Atkinson. He also 
had a short, very 
successful, loan spell 
at West Brom. 
One of the most memorable moments of 
his early career came in 1994, when Aston 
Villa defeated Manchester United 3-1 at 
Wembley to win the League Cup. Fenton 
played every minute in that final as Villa 
lifted the trophy. 
It was during his time at Villa Park that he 
made his only appearance for the England 
U21 team. 
After playing 30 league games and scoring 
3 goals for Villa, he transferred to 
Blackburn Rovers in 1995. Though not a regular 
starter, Fenton’s time at Ewood Park would see 
him play a pivotal role in one of the more dramatic 
title races in Premier League history. 
In April 1996, Blackburn faced Newcastle United, 
who were chasing leaders Manchester United. 
Fenton, a boyhood Newcastle fan, came off the 
bench and stunned his hometown club with two 

late goals to secure a 2-1 win for Blackburn. The 
result not only dented Newcastle’s title challenge 
but effectively swung the momentum back 
towards Manchester United, etching Fenton’s 
name into Premier League folklore. 
Following his spell at Blackburn, Fenton played 
for Leicester City, Blackpool and Stoke City, 
before gradually moving into non-league football, 
turning out for Blyth Spartans and North Shields,  
As his playing days wound down, Fenton moved 
into management. First, he made a big impact at 
North Shields, guiding the club to a historic FA 
Vase triumph at Wembley in 2015, defeating 
Glossop North End 2-1. It was a defining moment 
for the club and for Fenton, who had successfully 
translated his on field experience into leadership 
and tactical know how from the dugout. 

He then moved a short distance across the 
River Tyne and took the reins at South 
Shields, initially as joint manager with Lee 
Picton, at a time when the club had serious 
ambitions of climbing the non-league 
pyramid. In 2017, he once again tasted FA 
Vase glory, with South Shields, as they beat 
Cleethorpes Town 4-0 in the final at 
Wembley. That season, South Shields also 

won the Northern League and a 
couple of other local 
trophies, completing 
a remarkable 
campaign that 
cemented Fenton’s 
reputation as one of 
the most capable 
managers in the 
non-league game. 
Fenton left South 
Shields in 2022 for 
the Blyth Spartans 
hot seat, but only 
lasted a season. 
Nonetheless, whilst 
not a household 
name, whether 
playing in the 

Premier League or at Wembley to managing in 
the Northern League, Graham Fenton’s 
contributions to football are a testament to the 
impact an individual can have across many levels 
of the game.  
And no doubt he’ll be back in the game doing the 
same, and possibly a bit of Wezzie-worrying, in 
no time at all. 



 

 

Frickley Athletic Football Club Limited, The SALUS Stadium,  
Westfield Lane, South Elmsall, WF9 2EQ. 

This is also the club’s registered office address. Company Number 4932518 - a company limited by 
guarantee.  

Members of The Toolstation Northern Counties East League. 
Full Members of the Football Association. 

Chairman: Phil Cooper.  Directors: Phil Cooper, Penny Wall, Chris Long. 
 
Club Secretary: Joel Clarkson. Matchday Secretary: Joel Clarkson. 
 

      www.frickleyathletic.co.uk        secretary@frickleyathletic.co.uk          @frickleyafc         01977 642460 

I was  

Awaydays  
 

Next up – Penistone Church  

Penistone Facts: Penistone is England’s highest 
market town at over 250m above sea level. Historically 
famed for Penistone cloth and its rare Whitefaced 
Woodland sheep, the town thrived as a railway hub, 
boasting the first UK electrified line and the striking 29 
arch Penistone Viaduct. Penistone Grammar School is 
one of the country’s oldest schools, founded in 1392. 
Former pupils include founder of Sheffield Wednesday 
FC John Marsh, actor Paul Copley, World Cup winning 
cricketer Katherine Sciver-Brunt and England footballer 
John Stones. 
 

When : Saturday 30th August 2025. 

Kick off : 19:45 

Where : Parker Roofing Memorial Ground, Church View Road, Penistone, Sheffield,        
S36 6AT. 

How much : Adults £6, Concessions £4, U14s Free, Dogs allowed on a lead. 

 

Ian Clarkson frequently runs a supporters’ bus to the more distant away games provided 
there is enough support to make it worthwhile. Departure is usually from North Elmsall and 
cost varies with distance. Details will be posted on the club’s usual social media channels, or 
you can contact Ian on 07790 569075. Alternatively, if anyone is travelling to an away game 
by car and is willing to offer car share places, or is looking to travel to an away game but 
hasn’t got transport, please email media@frickleyathletic.co.uk with your contact details.  

  
Famous Five - Who Am I? Answers 
 

1. Luis Afonso Ferreira.  2. Mark Hateley.  3. Benjamin Sesko.  4. Russell Martin.   
5. Alessia Russo. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:media@frickleyathletic.co.uk
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YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

WILL SYKES 
Sponsored by 

ANNETSY 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

SAM KILNER 
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

HARRY GAGEN 
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

REUBEN BREWIN HAWKINS 
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

TOM RADLEY 
Sponsored by 

RUTH SIMPSON 

 

 
WILL JENKINSON 

Sponsored by 

#TEAMJENKO 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

MARTYN WOOLFORD 
Sponsored by 

GARETH DANDO 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

TAKUNDA KATSERE 
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

NIALL BUTCHER 
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 

 

 
JOEL SPENCE  

Sponsored by 

PIXEL PERFECT 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

LUCAS ROBINSON  
Sponsored by 

FRED STANSFIELD 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TOM ALNGOHURU  

Sponsored by 

HOWDEN BUILDING SOLUTIONS  
 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

LUIS AFONSO FERREIRA  
SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

DESTINY IFEANYI NNENANUA  
Sponsored by 

FRICKLEY ATHLETIC U14s 
 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

SAM CABLE  
Sponsored by 

TONY CZAJKO 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

TOM COTSON 

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 
 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

SAM TINGLE 

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 
 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

TOM CLAISSE (Player/Manager) 
Sponsored by 

GERRY WRAY 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

LEWIS BINNS (Player/Coach) 

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 
 

YOUR LOGO COULD 
BE RIGHT HERE! 

BAILEY LAND (Physio) 

SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 
 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

LEE CROOKS (Asst. Manager) 
Sponsored by 

JACOB LIDDLE 

 

YOUR LOGO COULD 

BE RIGHT HERE! 

CODY COLLINS 
Sponsored by 

MARK HYDE 

 



 

 

Pitch Square Sponsors  
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Linked to The Lane 
I’m an incorrigible collector of old A&BC, Panini,  

 



 

 

RThe emory Match  
 

 





 

 

IRThe emory Match  
 

 



 

 

 
  

 



 

 

The emory Match  
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